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Business Luncheon Wednesday, October 5th
Guest Speaker: Jean Downing with Drug Education Council

Leadership Lessons
Pg. 6

THEODORE
HIGH SCHOOL

“In Step With Progress”

Message from the President
Greetings my fellow Board Members, Chamber
Members, Colleagues and Friends, as the days are
getting shorter and as the leaves begin to fall from
the trees we know the season is changing and Fall is
here. We will begin to see some of the most
spectacular colors popping up at our local fruit stands
and in our own yards, the orange pumpkins, the
colorful gourds, Indian corn on the doors of our
homes, oh what a happy feeling I get just thinking
about decorating my home for the new season.
Halloween is right around the corner and our little tricksters will be out
and about looking for treats, with that said let’s all be diligent and keep
our eyes open for these little goblins as they cross the streets gathering
their loot. Keeping our children safe is so important. Remember the
children of today are our tomorrow leaders.
When I think of our children today I think of how we need to always be
encouraging and positive. I thought of a quote I read and thought I would
share with you all:
“The most important thing is to try and inspire people so that
they can be great in whatever they want to do. “
Kobe Bryant
How true is this statement!!
Always be someone to encourage others, the feeling is overwhelming.
Please don’t forget to join us on October 5th for our monthly luncheon
from 11:30 AM - 1 PM
Come network, meet new members have lunch and be informed by our
guest speaker.
We do great things at the South West Mobile County
Chamber of Commerce
“Keeping in step with progress”

2016 Officers
President
Donna Abercrombie
Century Bank
Vice President
Ruth Robinson
Mobile Memorial Gardens Cemetery
Secretary
Kay Peace
Individual
Treasurer
Teresa Taylor
AIM Mail Center

Board of Directors
Della Wade - WalMart
Johnny Antley - Individual
Delores MCLaney - County Line Band
Tiffany Ginn - Southern Light
Pete Riehm - NAI Mobile
Russanne Howell - Farmers Insurance
Theresa Orrell - Polysurveying
Bruce Rogers - Servpro of South
Mobile County
Honorary
Larry Kent - Individual
Lois Rockhold - Individual

Sincerely;
Our Chamber’s mission is to
foster, promote, advance, and
improve the civic, commercial
and general business interests of
the surrounding areas and to
cooperate with other
communities promoting
objectives for the improvement
of our business and the welfare
of our community.

OCTOBER CALENDAR
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Walmart Grand Opening for
Grocery Pickup

SWMCCC Sponsors
GOLD

When: Oct 3rd
9:00am
Where: Walmart # 866
5245 Rangeline Service Rd Mobile, AL 36619
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Tillman’s Corner Lions Club Meeting
When: Oct 4th
Noon
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center

SWMCCC Business Luncheon
When: Oct 5th 11:30am-1pm
Guest Speaker: Jean Downing with Drug
Education Council
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Contact: Chamber Office 251-666-2488
Cost: $9 for members and $11 for nonmembers

Don’t forget your money for Split the Pot

SILVER

** Bring in can goods for your favorite team! **

11
13

18

SWMCCC Coffee with the Chamber
When: Oct 11th
7:30am - 8:30am
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Contact: Chamber Office 251-666-2488
Cost: Free for members & $5 for nonmembers
**Coffee and refreshments will be served**

New Labor Law Workshop
When: Oct 13th
11:30am
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Contact: Chamber Office 251-666-2488
Cost: Free for members & $5 for nonmembers
Info: Highlighting information regarding the new
overtime rule taking effect December 1st
Speaker: Cadie Simmons

Tillman’s Corner Lions Club Meeting
When: Oct 18th
Noon
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center

Stay Connected with the Chamber
for Updates

BRONZE

OCTOBER LUNCHEON
Jean Downing, Prevention Specialist at the Drug Education
Council is a native Mobilian and high school graduate of
Julius T. Wright School for Girls. After earning a Bachelors
of Science in Marketing from the University of Alabama in
1980, Jean moved to Washington, DC where she worked
for Senator Howell Heflin, responsible for constituent
requests and the Senator’s schedule. Jean returned to
Mobile in 1997, where she met her husband of 29 years, and they raised
two beautiful children. Her volunteer work during this time led to her
now full-time job with the Drug Education Council.

Invocation Prayer:

Mac Morris

Oct 5, 2016

Luncheon Food Provided By:

Menu:
Panera Sandwiches

Jean currently serves as Coordinator for the Community of Concern
Salad
Parent Program, Director of the Youth Groups ~ the Mobile City County
French Baguette
Youth Council and the Mobile Ambassadors, assists in coordinating the
Chips
Random Student Drug Testing Program for the Mobile County Public
Cookie
Sweet & Unsweet Tea
School System, assists with the Drug Education Council Anonymous
Juvenile Drug Testing Program and speaks to groups and organizations of
$9.00 for Members
students, young people, parents and other adults in our Community about
$11.00 Potential Members
the serious and dangerous consequences of substance abuse. Her goal is to
make a positive difference in the lives of youth and families in our
Community using current facts and scientific information that will truly empower
our Community to make smart choices in challenging situations.
As a volunteer, Jean has played an active role in The American Cancer Society’s Chili Cook-off, Vintage Affair
and Making Strides; Mobile Bay Watch/Mobile Bay Keeper; Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church and the
Providence Foundation’s Festival of Flowers.

Luncheon Sponsor
We are proud to introduce a great opportunity for our local businesses to sponsor our monthly Business Luncheon. The
benefit to sponsoring a luncheon would give you the ability to have your logo on all luncheon publication, free
advertisement in our newsletter and the ability to speak briefly (3 min) at the luncheon regarding your business. You
would also be given the opportunity to distribute advertising material to everyone in attendance. This would be an
exclusive sponsorship for this event. If you or your business would like to sponsor one of our events you can contact
the Business Office at 666-2488.

Nominating
New Board
Members

Applications are available in the Chamber office to nominate chamber
members who have been active in chamber activities for at least one year for a
seat on the Chamber board. Deadline for nominations are October 28th.
All applications must be completed and returned to the Chamber office.

Diplomat of the month
Mrs. Dilanie Lewis was born and
raised in Mobile, AL. She is the wife
of Will Lewis who serves as an
administrator of Bryant High School,
and the mother of three wonderful
children, Kaleb (12), Chloe (4), and
Carter (3).
At a very early age, she recognized
that education was vital to her future
success in life. She attended Brazier Elementary, Mary
B. Austin Elementary, Scarborough Middle, and Murphy
High School where she received her high school diploma
in May of 2000. She received both her undergraduate
degree and Master’s Degree in Elementary Education
from the University of South Alabama (Mobile, AL).
Her teaching career began in January of 2005 at
Maryvale Elementary School where she taught third
grade for 8 years.
In 2009 she received her Master’s Degree in School
Counseling from The University of West Alabama in
Livingston, AL and in 2012 she received her degree as
Education Specialist in School Counseling. In 2013,she
interviewed at Meadowlake Elementary School for a
position as a third grade teacher, and was later offered the
opportunity to interview for the position of school
counselor for Meadowlake Elementary (Joi Mullins) and
St. Elmo Elementary (Deborah Fletcher). Now, Mrs.
Lewis is embarking on her fourth year as school
counselor, dedicated to serving almost 900 students, their
parents, and community. In 2015, she was recognized as
Mobile County Public School System’s School Counselor
of the Year.

Have you heard?
“The United States Department of Labor (DOL) has
published the final rule on changes to the Fair Labor
Standards Act (FLSA) overtime rules. The changes will
make an estimated 4.2 million workers eligible for
overtime pay effective December 1, 2016.”

Want to find out more?
9
Join Caddie Simmons with Payroll Vault
at the
Tillman’s Corner Community Center. This event is held
on Thursday, October 13, 2016 at 11:30am. She will be
highlighting information regarding the new overtime
rule taking effect December 1st of this year. You are 6
welcome to bring in your lunch.

Grand Opening

October 12th
10:00 am
Corner of Cottage Hill Rd & Airport Blvd
Old Sears building
Have your picture taken with

Paula Deen

10:30am -12:30pm

Coming Soon Near You
You may know how to do church, but do you know how
to do life?
The mismanagement of your life can leave you feeling the
need for a total renovation when in truth you just need to
make some adjustments. Redemption Mobile invites you to
come learn Kingdom principles that will empower. Prepare
and propel you into the abundant life Jesus has paid for us
all.
Join us Sunday mornings - 10:00 am
Tillman's Corner Community Center
5055 Carol Plantation Rd
BUILDING PEOPLE. BUILDING THE KINGDOM.
REDEMPTION MOBILE

walmart.com/grocery
Tillman’s Corner Store # 866

5245 Rangeline Service Rd. Mobile, AL 36619

Grand Opening
October 3rd at 9:00am

Pastors Bobby & Kimberly Atwood
Redemptionmobile.org
Call or Text 251.599.1960

Food Drive

We are sponsoring “a show your colors” food drive. So pick a team, donate a canned
good and see who really has the best fans. Either way this is a win for the community!
Please turn in all food items by November 14th.

We are looking for businesses to also get involved and take photos of your food
collections at your office and post these pictures on social media
(#SouthWestMobileCountyChamber). These photos will be reviewed and a winner will
be chosen at the end of November and we will be recognizing the business that collects
the most food.

Vs.

Leadership Lessons from Theodore

High School Coach Eric Collier
Coaching is a passion for Coach Eric Collier, but he finds
nothing trivial or unimportant in the lives of his players.
He spends evenings counseling and training these young
men to have courage and show character when facing
the struggles they endure at home and school. He talks
about having a vision so we asked coach Collier, what is
his vision for his program. “He wants to see the win on a
Friday night, but he wants to see the victory in each
player he has contact with throughout the course of his
career.” He told us, He continually asks himself ,”What is
my plan and how am I going to implement it this year.
But after you set the plan you’ve got to set the example
you want to implement and develop principle values
that are important. Then you sit back and see who is
buying into the program.” “Getting people to buy into
the program is tough,” he says, but this team has shown
progress and the scholars he has on the team is amazing.
Jordan Hunt, Junior quoted coach’s famous words, “Play
Fast and Play Physical” Words to live by in the athletic
world, but to win he said, “you have got to work hard!”
Coach Collier is determined to win, but only at the cost
of effort and daily practice. It is intense at workouts but
at the end of the day he has made an impact on the lives
of 85 young men who just love the game. You have to
show respect to teachers and coaches to stay a part of
this team and with 7 coaches holding them accountable,
the Bobcats show up to work hard and take pride in
wearing the jersey on Friday nights. Coach Collier was
quick to point out the many scholars he has on his team,
but he also does not take it easy on them. He boasts as
though they are his own kids and yet on Friday night the
intensity to win is always there. He reiterated to us he
gleams on the wisdom he gains every year from the
experience of coaching and he hopes this echoes into his
own life for years to come. The team work and success
of this program is through his leadership and love for
the school. His team consists of mostly juniors this year
and he is excited to have the opportunity to sow into
their lives another year. Take time out to go visit with
the Theodore High School Football Team on Friday Night
and support your local team. They have a challenging
schedule the rest of the year, but anticipate a victorious
season for 2016.

Each year we accept nominations for
deserving people with ongoing contribution
to the community. We will honor this
recipient at an award banquet and recognize
their achievements for dedication to the
community. We are now accepting
nominations for the 2016 SWMCCC
Citizen of the Year. Pick up a nomination
form today at the Chamber office.

Wreaths for Charity
This is the 4th annual Wreaths for Charity event sponsored by the SouthWest Mobile County
Chamber of Commerce along with local businesses. The wreaths will be made by area schools,
churches and civic organizations. They are sold to raise money for families in need.
We want to invite you to participate in this event. It is your participation that enables us to raise the funds necessary for
our community programs.
Each wreath will be showcased at our December business luncheon and the breakfast with Santa. During which they
will be offered for sale. There are no established size guidelines for the wreaths. All wreaths must be artificial and
suitable for hanging on a front door or inside a home or business. There will be a committee judging each wreath and
prizes will be awarded to the winners . Winners are chosen by creativity and keeping with the Christmas Theme.
Thank you for your friendship and support to the SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce. Together we can
make our community a better place. So come out, look at the wreaths and purchase one or more for your home or office.

MEMBERS IN ACTION
Louisiana Flood Relief

Living Word Church
Living Word Church was honored to partner with
Apostle Xavier Madison and My Father's House
Church of Baton Rouge, LA. They were so blessed to be able
to donate a load of relief items and $4,500 in donations to
help the flood victims. They said it's an honor to have a
congregation with such loving and giving hearts. They want
to say a BIG Thank You to everyone who donated and gave
to make this happen and pray God's blessing of increase will
be returned to you for the seed of love you have sown!

When the news hit that Louisiana had been ravaged with devastating
floods, Threaded Fasteners employees quickly came together and
organized relief efforts. They called on their friends, families,
neighbors, vendors and customers and in a three-day span they
received and organized donations to almost fill a 23 foot box truck
(donated by Dixie Leasing to deliver the supplies). They reached out to
Robert Harrison, a lifelong resident of Livingston Parrish and on August
19th they delivered their donations to Robert’s office in Watson, LA. He
was then able to take them to at least 3 distribution locations. His
gratitude was humbling to say the least.
In addition, they rose to the challenge again on Saturday, September
10th by joining the volunteers at St. Joseph Catholic Church in French
Settlement, LA to provide hot meals for the community. They reached
out and received 50 lbs. of red beans from China Doll of Mobile, 2 cases
of eggs from Haven Hill Eggs of Mobile, and 50 lbs. of rice and 30 lbs. of
sausage provided by Threaded Fasteners Charitable Foundation. Their
employees made baked goods and corn bread muffins for the
meals. They cooked the red beans and rice on site in LA and served
over 300 plates to the community.

Alabama Pecan Festival
5055 Carol Plantation Rd.; Mobile, AL 36619
Friday, November 4th - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday, November 5th - 9:00 a.m.
Sunday, November 6th - 11: 00 a.m.
Bruce Mitchell
of Swamp People

Go to www.alabamapecanfestival.com for vendor and craft booth information

CAREER NOTES
Chris Benton is the new manager of the
Father Stephen Vrazel, pastor of Saint Vincent
de Paul Parish, announces the appointment
of Dr. Daria McDonald as the new principal of
Saint Vincent de Paul School. With a doctoral
degree in instructional design and
technology, Dr. McDonald comes to us with
32 years of classroom teaching experience in
both public and Catholic schools. In addition,
she served as the school technology coordinator for Gulf
Shores Elementary School. She also taught for six years in the
education department at Spring Hill College where she
instructed both undergraduate student teachers and graduate
working teachers. She has a wide skill set and a great deal of
experience. Furthermore, she has a deep faith and love for
the sacraments. I am fully confident that Dr. McDonald will be
a tremendous blessing to our school and our parish. She cares
a great deal for Catholic education, and more importantly, she
cares a great deal for the children and families.
Her area of expertise is the effective integration of
technology with curriculum. Dr. McDonald intends to work
together with parents and educators as a team for the
academic and spiritual enrichment of every child enrolled at
Saint Vincent de Paul School.

Christmas Parade Applications

Theodore Business Office for Alabama
Power. Chris has worked for Alabama
Power for 6 years and was previously a
manager in the Downtown Business
Office. He is a native of Birmingham and
is a graduate of both Samford University
and the University of Alabama Birmingham. Outside of
work he loves spending time with his wife and two
children.

Submission deadline for member news is the 10th of
each month. News release should be brief and only 1-2
paragraphs. Send your info to
tillmasncornerco@bellsouth.net

Applications are available at the Tillman's Corner
Community Center, or visit our website to download
information.

Coffee & Networking with the Chamber
October 11, 2016
7:30-8:30 am
Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Free for Members / $5 for Nonmembers
RSVP with the Chamber Office
251-666-2488 or Tillmanscornerco@bellsouth.net

STAR STUDENTS

Community Center
Staff
Executive Director
Tina Poiroux
tpoiroux.tccc@bellsouth.net

Rental Specialist
Ashley Rester
tillmanscornerco@bellsouth.net

Building Supervisor
Hooper Stiles
Susan Williams

Photo Courtesy of Dilanie Lewis

Triloki Patel from Meadowlake Elementary
Chris Barbour from W.C. Griggs Elementaryh
Sebastian Souphanthong from St. Elmo Elementary
Casey Lee from Lighthouse Baptist Academy (not pictured)

Thank you to the sponsors of each school.

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthWestMobile-County-Chamber-ofCommerce/239550056110601

C Spire
Holiday Inn 110
The Antley Family
Mobile Memorial Gardens Cemetery
Payroll Vault
Polysurveying
SouthWest Mobile County Chamber

Greetings from the Director:
Happy Fall Y'all! We all love this time of year and the weather is changing along with our busy lives. Fall
brings a love for football in my family. Friday and Saturday night games bring family and communities together.
Remember to help support the “Chamber in Action” and donate canned goods for the holiday food drive.
We are wanting to weigh in more donations this year than ever before. More families are in need during the
holidays and the need in this community is greater than ever before. Last year we provided food boxes to
over 75 families. Each family was selected by the elementary schools that we partner with throughout the
year. With our members help we were able to provide a holiday meal for each family along with a turkey and
all the trimmings. All it takes is to drop off canned goods now through November 14th and we will distribute
accordingly to the families need. Your business may want to collect as well and drop off your canned goods closer to the
Thanksgiving holiday. Every employer can participate and all it takes is each person from your business donating 2-3 items. Each
year we enjoy the fun of a little competition between Alabama and Auburn fans. We will continue to ask all fans to get busy and
let’s enjoy scoring high for each of our teams. Last year Alabama won the race, but I am sure the Auburn fans can dig deeper and
pull out the win this year. We will have a contest for the business that brings in the most canned goods. The winner will receive
recognition and lunch on the chamber for up to 10 employees. Every item collected is a win for our community so let’s work hard
and make the season bright for our local families. War Eagle!

Leaders change lives and challenge themselves ………

Membership Renewals:

New Memberships:

Wal-Mart
5245 Rangeline Service Rd
Mobile, AL 36619

D. Alan Douglas CPA, LLC
South Alabama Custom Meats
Frances Dauster
Azalea Real Estate Agency

GROWING
BUSINESS
Bringing Businesses Together
Advocacy

Development

Networking

SUPPORT THE
COMMUNITY THAT
SUPPORTS YOU BY
JOINING THE
SOUTHWEST MOBILE
COUNTY CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE.

For information on
becoming a member call
251-666-2488.
If you are already a
member, pass the word
along to help promote our
community!

Business of the Month:

CORPORATE SPONSORS
GOLD
BAYER CROP SCIENCE
PAYROLL VAULT
SILVER
ALABAMA POWER
BRONZE
FAMILY SECURITY
CREDIT UNION
MOBILE MEMORIAL
GARDENS CEMETERY
Become a Sponsor
Today!

We are now accepting credit cards for your payment needs.

5055 Carol Plantation Rd.
Mobile, AL 36619

www.swmcchamber.com

