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“In Step With Progress”

Message from the President
Hello everyone,
It seems as though we just celebrated the coming of the New
Year and now we are almost half way through 2016. Oh my
how time flies. I’ve always heard that old saying “April
Showers bring May flowers” well I say “Summer brings tank
tops and flip flops”. I’m so ready for the warmer weather,
fishing trips, and picnics.
Each day we are all blessed with one thing in common and
that is Choices. Remember the choices you make today
whether good or bad determines your future.
This is a quote I read and thought I would share with you.
“A man can be as great as he wants to be. If you believe in yourself and have
the courage, the determination, the dedication, the competitive drive and if you
are willing to sacrifice the little things in life and pay the price for the things that
are worthwhile, it can be done” --- Vince Lombardi
Remember ---- (CHOICES)
I would like to personally thank all of our chamber members, family and friends
for supporting the SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce. If you are
not a member, please consider joining and being a part of something great!!
Please come join us on May 4th for our monthly luncheon as we celebrate small
businesses and recognize the small business of the year.
Blessings

Donna Abercrombie
dabercrombie@centurybankms.com

Board Member
Larry Kent graduated from B.C. Rain High
School and joined the Marine Corp shortly after.
He served from 1968-1970 mostly in Vietnam.
He married his high school sweetheart, Gloria.
They have four great children, and nine
wonderful grandchildren to keep them busy in
retirement.
In 1975 he was employed by the Mobile Fire
Department while he attended Faulkner State to further his
career. As co-owner of his business, Kent’s Karpets, he worked
his off days to keep a prosperous business going for 27 years.
After retiring from the fire department he worked as director of the
Boys and Girls club for 10 years.
Active as a member of the Tillman’s Corner Chamber, he served
as president for 3 years. His heart is in the community and enjoys
helping others. As director of the Tillman’s Corner Community
Center, he met with city officials for support in keeping our
community strong. He enjoys serving on the SouthWest Mobile
County Chamber of Commerce as Honorary Board member.

2016 Officers
President
Donna Abercrombie
Century Bank
1st Vice President
Sharon Murrill
Alabama Power
2nd Vice President
Ruth Robinson
Mobile Memorial Gardens
Cemetery

Secretary
Kay Peace
Individual
Treasurer
Teresa Taylor
AIM Mail Center

Board of Directors
Della Wade - WalMart
Johnny Antley - Individual
Delores MCLaney - County Line Band
Maranda Hance - Holiday Inn
Tiffany Ginn - Southern Light
Pete Riehm - NAI Mobile
Russanne Howell - Farmers Insurance
Theresa Orrell - Polysurveying
Honorary
Larry Kent - Individual
Lois Rockhold - Individual

Our Chamber’s mission is, to
foster, promote, advance, and
improve the civic, commercial
and general business interests of
the surrounding areas and to
cooperate with other
communities promoting
objectives for the improvement
of our business and the welfare
of our community.
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Tillman’s Corner Lions Club Meeting

4

SWMCCC Business Luncheon

5

National Day of Prayer Breakfast

When: May 3rd Noon
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center

When: May 4th
11:30am-1pm
Guest Speaker: John Merrill, Alabama Secretary of State
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Contact: Chamber Office 251-666-2488
Cost: $9 for members and $11 for nonmembers
Don’t Forget your money for Split the Pot
When: May 5th
7am
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center
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17

Tillman’s Corner Lions Club Meeting
When: May 17th
Noon
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center

21
24

Women in Business Seminar - Gary Gosch
I Am Woman - Hear Me Roar

When: May 24th
7:30-8:30AM
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Free for Members/ $5 for Nonmembers
Call 251-666-2488 to RSVP / More Info on page 5
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Stay Connected with the Chamber for Updates

1:00pm - 5:00pm

May Luncheon

Invocation Prayer:
Brad Sullivan
Living Word Church

Alabama Secretary of State, John Merrill

May 4, 2016

Luncheon Food Provided By:

John Harold Merrill is the son of Horace and Mary Merrill of
Heflin, Alabama (Cleburne County). He was born on
November 12, 1963 in Wedowee, Alabama (Randolph
County). He grew up in Heflin and is an Eagle Scout from
Heflin Troop 206. He is a graduate of Cleburne County
High School and The University of Alabama where he
served as President of the Student Government Association
in 1986-1987.
While attending The University, John served as a
Congressional Intern for Congressman Bill Nichols (1983)
and Senator Howell Heflin (1984). After his term as SGA
President, John became the governmental affairs intern at The Chamber of
Commerce of West Alabama in 1987-88; National Advertising Account Executive
and Manager for Randall Publishing Company (now Randall-Reilly); Assistant
Director for the Tuscaloosa County Industrial Development Authority from 1990-93
where he assisted in the recruitment of Mercedes-Benz; Director of Business
Development for The Chamber of Commerce of West Alabama in 1993-94; and was
the Director of Community Relations and Community Education for the Tuscaloosa
County Board of Education from 1994-2010; and served as Business Development
Officer for 1st Federal Bank in Tuscaloosa from 2011-2015.
On November 2, 2010, John was elected to represent the people of District 62 in the
State House of Representatives with 87% of the vote which was the highest
percentage vote of any contested House candidate that year. He served as the
Secretary/Treasurer of the House Republican Caucus and was a member of the
powerful Rules Committee, Economic Development and Tourism, and Constitution,
Campaigns, and Elections Committees.
In 2015, he was selected as one of 48 leaders from around the nation to attend and
graduate from the Council of State Government’s prestigious Henry Toll Fellowship
Leadership Program.
On November 4, 2014, John was elected as Alabama's Secretary of State with 65%
of the vote and carried 53 of Alabama's 67 counties. He was inaugurated as
Alabama’s 53rd Secretary of State on January 19, 2015.

Georgia Roussos, General Manager
Mailing Address: PO Box 42
Theodore, AL 36590
Phone: 251-666-1141/251-454-1768
Web: GeorgiaRoussosCatering.com

Menu:
Pecan Crusted Chicken Breast
w/ Basil Cream Sauce
Twice Baked Potato Casserole
Tossed Green Salad
Rolls
Bread Pudding
Unsweet/Sweet Tea
The Luncheon price for members is
$9.00 and $11.00 for non members.

John Merrill is very active in his community and has served in many leadership
capacities. John is a Deacon at Calvary Baptist Church, where he has served as a Sunday School teacher and a member of the
Sanctuary Choir. He was on Emmaus Walk # 68 and has assisted with several Emmaus Walks and Chrysalis Flights. He is a
member of the National Association of Secretaries of State and the Republican Association of Secretaries of State. He is the Co
-Chair of the NASS Voter Participation Committee and serves as the NASS Representative to the Steering Committee of the
National Voter Registration Day. He is also a member of the United States Election Assistance Commission Standards Board.
John has traveled internationally and represented our state and nation in Canada, China, Germany, and Taiwan.
John has been married to the former Cindy Benford of Phil Campbell for thirty years. She is a career educator and the former
principal at Westwood Elementary School in Coker. The couple has two children, Brooks (25), is an Event Coordinator Manager
for The University of South Florida Department of Athletics, and Allie Grace (22), who is an International Flight Attendant with
American Airlines.

Luncheon Sponsor

712 Oak Cir Dr W
Mobile, AL 36609
251-243-0902

Greetings,
I pray you are blessed and enjoying God’s goodness!

2900 Dawes Rd, Mobile, AL 36695

As leaders of businesses and organizations, we all carry the burden of responsibility. Sometimes the weight of that burden
can diminish our expectations for the future. In spite of the burden you may be carrying, I want to encourage you that this
can be a record-breaking, history-making year in your life and business.
The Lord has stirred my heart that 2016 is a Year of Expansion. The word, “Expansion,” means, “the act or process of becoming larger.” The
scripture is clear that God can do above and beyond what we ask or think (Ephesians 3:20). This reality is clearly seen throughout the Bible.
Whenever God moves in a person’s life He communicates BIG Vision. God’s vision is always larger than what the recipient is able to initially
conceive or comprehend. Therefore, the recipient must go through a process of enlargement in order to be equipped to facilitate the larger vision
of God. This process is critical in making the necessary preparations for expansion.
If a person, business, organization or a church is going to expand, then it must begin to move beyond its previous limitations. This must start first
internally. Internal expansion must precede external expansion. One is the result of the other. Internal expansion begins by expanding one’s vision.
God understands the value of vision. He knows that small vision inhibits people’s progress. Small vision keeps people trapped inside the confines of
their limitations. This is why God is constantly at work to expand people’s lives by expanding their vision. For this reason, we must develop Double Vision!
An example of this can be seen in the life of Abraham. Abraham and Sarah had never had children. Sarah had always been barren and the hopes of
ever having children had faded with each passing year. At the age of 75, the Lord appeared to Abraham and spoke an enormous vision into His life.
The Lord declared that He would make him the Father of Many Nations. This vision would seem unreasonable and outlandish for a man who had
never had children and now was at an advanced age. Yet, this vision inspired Abraham to believe, which in turned inspired him to follow God.
After a process of years, Abraham became frustrated when the vision was not fulfilled and he remained childless. His focus on his circumstances
had diminished his vision to the point that he could no longer envision himself as the Father of Many Nations. At this point, Abraham was merely
hoping to be the father of one child. His frustration led to a confrontation with God. Genesis 15 records the moment when the word of the Lord
came to Abraham in a vision. Abraham responded to God’s voice with anger and frustration that he continued to be childless. Abraham told the
Lord he would be forced to make his chief servant his heir. It was customary for a man in those days to make his chief servant his heir if he had no
biological offspring. The Lord rebuked Abraham for thinking and speaking this way. Then the Lord gave Abraham an important instruction…
“Then the Lord brought him outside and said, ‘Look now toward heaven, and count the stars if you are able to number them.’ And the Lord said to him, ‘So will
your descendants be’.” (Genesis 15:5)
God’s response to Abraham’s anger was masterful. The Lord told him to get out of his tent, look up into the heavens and count the number of
stars. God informed Abraham that if he could count the number of stars so would his descendants be. In doing so, He gave Abraham a picture of
what his future looked like. The Lord knew Abraham’s vision would expand if he could see a bigger picture. Abraham would never see the night’s
sky the same again. It became a permanent image of God’s vision of him as the Father of Many Nations.
Abraham’s testimony provides us with an important fact - if we fail to get a picture of our future, our present might be permanent. The
first step to expanding beyond our current limitations is to expand our vision. God’s vision for us is always bigger than our vision for ourselves.
Therefore, it is vitally important to develop Double-Vision. In other words, take the vision and double it. If this is going to be a Season of
Expansion, then we must get our eyes off of our circumstances and on the picture of the larger vision. As we look to the picture of our vision we
can take comfort in knowing - so will our future be.
I want to encourage you to keep seeing double!

Brad Sullivan

12

Livingwordmobile.com

National Day Of Prayer Breakfast
9

3

Join us for6National Day of Prayer Breakfast
Thursday, May 5, 2016 7:00am
Coffee & donuts will be served
Tillman’s Corner Community Center
5055 Carol Plantation Rd
Mobile, AL 36619
RSVP 251-666-2488

I Am Woman Hear Me Roar – Succeeding In Today’s Business World
A Special Seminar for Women in Business
Presented by Gary Gosch, Success Corporation, LTD

May 24, 2016
7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.
Women now account for 30% of today’s small business ownership and almost 40%
of all executive positions in the United States. These numbers have grown significantly
over the last 20 years and will continue to climb every year.
This seminar will help you succeed in today’s business world by:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Gaining Respect as a Woman Leader
Establishing Your Core Values and Who You Really Are
Realizing that Kindness is a Blessing and Not a Weakness
Overcoming Blocks and Fears – Attitude is Everything
Knowledge is Power – Never Stop Learning
How to Balance Work and Family

To Reserve Your Spot, please RSVP the Chamber 251-666-2488.

Gary Gosch

Gary is the president of Success Corporation LTD.
His seminars are informative and leave attendees
with advice and ideas they can implement
immediately. Approximately 70% of his clients are
women. He says that’s because women openly seek
advice, take direction and do what’s needed to
achieve goals and objectives. He has worked with
large corporations, small businesses and non-profits
to lower costs, increase revenues, and add to the
bottom line. His plans and strategies have helped
new start-ups generate over $500,000 in sales in
their first year and other smaller companies have
almost tripled in size in 12 months time. He will
give you great advice and feedback that will help
your company grow!
Gary has run his own business and several of his
relatives were also business owners. He has
experience working with a variety of businesses
including telecommunications, financial, retail,
hospitality, manufacturing, transportation and
construction.
Gary’s email address is
gary@successcorporationltd.com. His web site is
www.successcorporationltd.com

Diplomat of the month

CAREER NOTES

Stephanie H. Benson
Principal
W. C. Griggs Elementary School
“Home of the Shining Stars”

Edith G. Franklin

Stephanie Benson is completing her 24th year
as an educator in Mobile County Public
Schools. She has been principal of W. C.
Griggs Elementary, “Home of the Shining
Stars” for 8 years.
Mrs. Benson began her career in 1992 as an elementary teacher at
Leinkauf and Robbins Elementary Schools. In 2001 she became an
administrator. She served 1 year at Robbins Elementary as an
administrative intern and 2 years as an assistant principal at
Fonvielle Elementary. Her first principalship was Glendale
Elementary School, where she served from 2004 to 2008.
She is an Alabama native. She is a graduate of McGill-Toolen
Catholic High School. She earned a bachelors degree in business
administration and marketing at Troy University. Mrs. Benson
earned her masters in elementary education and her certificate in
educational leadership from the University of South Alabama.
Mrs. Benson was Robbins Elementary Teacher of the Year in 1998.
She was selected as Mobile County Council of PTAs Principal of the
Year in 2010, 2014 and 2015. In 2014, she received the Spirit
Award from Tillman’s Corner Area Chamber of Commerce. She was
District 2 Alabama National Distinguished Principal in 2014 and
currently serves as Mobile County President of Alabama Association
of Elementary Educators.
Mrs. Benson believes in servant leadership and honoring the
greatness in every individual. It is her goal to empower every child
to find their voice. As a The Leader In Me School, the Griggs Shining
Stars are equipped with the strategies and skills needed to be
successful, productive, digitally fluent lifelong learners and citizens,
dedicated to improving their communities and the world.
#griggsnationleads

Lisa Corvo, President/CEO of
New Horizons Credit Union has
announced the promotion of
Edith G. Franklin to Chief
Financial Officer. Edith joined
New Horizons as Controller in
April 2015.

Submission deadline for member news is the
10th of each month. News release should be
brief and only 1-2 paragraphs. Send your info to
tillmasncornerco@bellsouth.net

CHRISTIAN DEVRIES
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

LEAD COACH

Cell: 320-491-8324
Email: Christian@voltacoach.com
Voltacoach.com

VOLTA Leadership
IDENTIFIESCULTIVATES IMPACTS to maximum
potential by casting
vision and
transforming
organizations, teams
and individuals thru
interactive
workshops, thought
provoking seminars,
dynamic keynote
speaking, and
coaching.

SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce

Rd

Presents

3 Annual Kids’ Day
Saturday, July 30
Interested in being a SPONSOR
Call 251-666-2488 for details.

2015-2016 Businesses of the Month
The Finalists Announced for.....

The Small Business of the Year

Just this past year we began recognizing one Small Business for the month and highlighting
their successes and years of dedication to the community. It has been the pleasure of the
Chamber to recognize the heartbeat of our membership. We are a voice for businesses
and here to help promote and offer opportunities to watch small businesses growth along
with providing more training classes to improve the current business practices. On May
4th we will be revealing the winner of the this Award and recognizing the company that has
excelled in leadership and commitment to Entrepreneurship.

Mobile Memorial Gardens was established in 1953 as
a non-profit cemetery uniquely unaffiliated with any
other entity. Service to the community is its mission.
It fulfills that mission by being more than just a
beautiful cemetery since it offers a truly unique and
specialized venue for various programs and events
during the year by partnering with local
organizations and groups that represent worthy
causes and missions. It also offers valuable resources
for end-of-life planning.

Alabama Power had its first office in the Tillman’s
Corner/Theodore area in the early 1970’s. For years, we
have consistently provided electricity more than 99
percent of the time while keeping our prices below the
national average. Alabama Power was the first electric
utility in the U.S. to establish an economic development
department. The company is committed to encouraging
and supporting economic growth throughout the state.
Additionally, Alabama Power takes strongly its
responsibility to protect the environment. Being involved
in our communities is part of our company’s culture. Our
employees and retirees volunteer their time and
resources through the Alabama Power Service
Organization and the Energizer retiree service network.

Experience Southern hospitality and a prime
location at the Holiday Inn Mobile West I-10 hotel.
We're just off of I-10 at the Tillman's Corner exit.
Whether you are in town for business, leisure or
for a cruise, our Mobile, AL hotel's location and
hospitality matches the charm and warmth this
historic city has to offer.

At Rx Express of Tillman's Corner we understand
your time is valuable. We respect that by having your
prescription filled within 15 minutes. We also make
your transition to our pharmacy very simple. Is it
time to refill your prescription? We have many
different ways to refill your prescription. Give us a call
today to speak with our friendly staff members!

You can count on A-Cool Self Storage in Mobile,
Alabama to deliver long and short term professional
mini storage solutions for your home and business. ACool Self Storage offer storage and standard
units,moving & packing supplies, a well lit and fully
fenced facility, 24-hour monitoring system and
computer controlled storage access system. Each of our
non-climate control units are armed for added
protection.

Polysurveying performs all types of land surveying;
boundary, mortgage, subdivision of land, family divisions,
fence, construction stake out, Elevations Certificates and
Perc tests. Our Engineering Department designs
commercial site plans as well as design of subdivisions
and other Civil Engineering projects.
With the latest technical equipment, our Employees are
able to provide accurate and timely jobs.

Dick Russell’s is a down home family restaurant with a
focus on comfort and service. Our goal is to ensure that
each guest receives friendly and timely service and has
an exceptional dining experience. Whatever your event
or celebration, we are here to make your special day a
truly memorable one. Many of our more unique
decorations have been with us since the beginning in
1954.

The Cart Dr. provides customization service for every
style of Golf Cart. If you can envision the modification,
our team of service experts can make your dreams a
reality. Cart Dr. provides custom golf cart wheels, golf
cart lifts, cushion material modifications, storage
additions, just to name few. We are here to equip your
golf cart with any and everything you desire

6300 Grelot Rd Ste G, Mobile, AL 36609
251-666-6432
AIM Mail Center is a First Class Business Service
Center, and offers Ship-Right Choices to businesses
and individuals in shipping FedEx, UPS, USPS and
DHL (including bulk-mail services). AIM welcomes
drop-off packages for those that have their own
accounts. We also offer all types of copying and
printing services. We provide notary service, gift
items, stamps, office supplies, banners, engraving
services and more.

All A Bloom, your trusted local florist in Mobile, has
exquisite flower arrangements and other floral gifts which
are professionally designed and arranged by our expert
staff. We can help you find the perfect flowers and deliver
them throughout Mobile and the surrounding area. Our
network of trusted florists even offer trusted floral
delivery nationwide. If you need to send a last minute gift,
don’t worry! All A Bloom offers same-day flower delivery
in Mobile for no extra cost.

Community Center
Staff
Executive Director
Tina Poiroux
tpoiroux.tccc@bellsouth.net
Rental Specialist
Ashley Rester
tillmanscornerco@bellsouth.net
Building Supervisor
Hooper Stiles
Joy Stiles
Layton Echols
Pearl Haskew Elementary
Derek Mitchell
St. Elmo Elementary
Desiree Fields
W.C. Griggs Elementary
Lucy Travis
St. Vincent de Paul
Milton Lucky
Meadowlake Elementary
Emily Beach
Lighthouse Baptist Academy
from

from

from

from

from

from

Thank you to the sponsors of each school.
Holiday Inn 110
The Antley Family
Mobile Memorial Gardens Cemetery
Payroll Vault
Polysurveying
SouthWest Mobile County Chamber
C Spire

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthWestMobile-County-Chamber-ofCommerce/239550056110601

CHAMBER IN ACTION
SWMCCC provides many benefits to our members. We
offer opportunities for businesses to host Grand Openings/Ribbon
Cutting Ceremonies and etc...If you are interested in the chamber
helping you host and Open House or other special events at your
business contact the Tina Poiroux
251-666-2488.
Huntington Learning Center 2370 Hillcrest Road hosted a Grand
Opening/Ribbon Cutting on April 22nd. Many guest stopped by to enjoy
the refreshments that were donated by Newk's Restaurant. The owners,
Paul & Nancy Kasper were very hospitable in welcoming guest into their
new facility and request for the community to stop by and see how
Huntington can improve academic excellence and improve skills and
confidence in children and adults of all ages. They require highly
trained tutors to instruct and train students in Subject Tutoring,
Academic Skills and Exam Preps. Make your evaluation appointment
soon and start getting on track.
HuntingtonHelps.com

Membership Renewals:
Ineos Phenol
Integrity IT Services
Coastal Pawn
La Quinta Inn & Suites
Accelerated Accounting
ABC Signs & Shirts
Army Aviation Center
Federal Credit Union

Walker & Walker Tax Service
St. Elmo Elementary School
New Horizons Credit Union
Alabama Metal Recycling
Adam’s Homes
Holiday Inn I -10
Hardee’s

New Membership:
Grant’s Bookkeeping & Tax
Service
5901 Montfort Rd S
Mobile, AL 36608
(251)460-0186

Strategic Wealth Specialist
3233 Executive Park Circle
Mobile, AL 36606
(251)234-9348

Gary Gosch
Individual

Mobile Site Collections, Inc.
3737 Government Blvd. Ste 105
Mobile, AL 36693
(251)725-1028

Kathy Barnes
Individual

VFW Post 49
2528 Government Blvd.
Mobile, AL 36606
251-471-9438

SUPPORT THE
COMMUNITY THAT
SUPPORTS YOU BY
JOINING THE
SOUTHWEST MOBILE
COUNTY CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE.

For information on
becoming a member call
251-666-2488.
If you are already a
member, pass the word
along to help promote our
community!

Corporate Sponsor:
Alabama Power Company
7800 Rangeline Rd
Theodore, AL 36582
(888) 430-5787

CORPORATE SPONSORS
GOLD
BAYER CROP SCIENCE
PAYROLL VAULT
SILVER

Business of the Year
will be announced at our
1st Annual Small Business Luncheon
May 4, 2016
11:30 am
The Chamber would like to invite you to attend the
luncheon to show your support of the SWMCCC
Business of the Year. If you would like to purchase a
table for this event contact us at 251-666-2488.

ALABAMA POWER

BRONZE
FAMILY SECURITY
CREDIT UNION
MOBILE MEMORIAL
GARDENS CEMETERY
Become a Sponsor
Today!

We are now accepting credit cards for your payment needs.

5055 Carol Plantation Rd.
Mobile, AL 36619

www.swmcchamber.com

