SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce
Serving All of South West Mobile County

August 2016

Business Luncheon
Wednesday, August 3rd
Guest Speaker:
Congressman
Bradley Byrne
Pg. 3

“In Step With Progress”

Message from the President
Greetings to all the South West Mobile County
Chamber of Commerce Members, Board of
Directors, Family and Friends, time is just moving
right along and I have started to see the signs of the
Hummingbirds coming through which is telling me
the seasons are about to change. The beauty of life
is right before our eyes. Each day as we wake up to
the rise of the sun we are inundated with a visual masterpiece given
to us from God, A new and Glorious day. I ask each of you to take a
minute and look up at the beautiful sky and thank God for all of his
many blessings he has given us.
I read this quote the other day and thought I would share it with
you; it is so true because each day is different from the next but
what you do is what makes the difference.
“Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow.
The important thing is not to stop questioning.” ~Albert
Einstein
What a great lesson!!
If you are not a member of the chamber I strongly encourage you to
come be a part of something great. We are getting ready to gear up
for the holidays and what fun we have.
I would like to invite you to come join us on August 3 for our
monthly luncheon from 11:30-1P.M.
I look forward to seeing you there!!
Keeping in step with progress
Blessings;

Advertise With us
You’re not the only one reading this!
Call today for advertisement information
251-666-2488

2016 Officers
President
Donna Abercrombie
Century Bank
Vice President
Ruth Robinson
Mobile Memorial Gardens Cemetery
Secretary
Kay Peace
Individual
Treasurer
Teresa Taylor
AIM Mail Center

Board of Directors
Della Wade - WalMart
Johnny Antley - Individual
Delores MCLaney - County Line Band
Tiffany Ginn - Southern Light
Pete Riehm - NAI Mobile
Russanne Howell - Farmers Insurance
Theresa Orrell - Polysurveying
Honorary
Larry Kent - Individual
Lois Rockhold - Individual

Our Chamber’s mission is, to
foster, promote, advance, and
improve the civic, commercial
and general business interests of
the surrounding areas and to
cooperate with other
communities promoting
objectives for the improvement
of our business and the welfare
of our community.

AUGUST CALENDAR
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Tillman’s Corner Lions Club Meeting
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SWMCCC Business Luncheon

When: Aug 2nd
Noon
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center

When: Aug 3rd
11:30am-1pm
Guest Speaker: Congressman Bradley Byrne
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Contact: Chamber Office 251-666-2488
Cost: $9 for members and $11 for nonmembers
Sponsor:

Don’t forget your money for Split the Pot
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New Horizons Credit Union - Grand Opening
When: Aug 4th
4:30 pm
Where: 1976 Michigan Avenue Suite C
Contact: Kasie E. Tanley at ktanley@newhcu.org
Cost: Free and open to the public
** Refreshments will be served **

Life Line Screening
When: Aug 5th
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Contact: 1-888-653-6450

Appointments are Required
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SWMCCC Coffee with the Chamber
When: Aug 9th
7:30am - 8:30am
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Contact: Chamber Office 251-666-2488
Cost: Free for members & $5 for nonmembers
**Coffee and refreshments will be served**
Sponsor:

Tillman’s Corner Lions Club Meeting
When: July 16th
Noon
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center

Stay Connected with the Chamber for Updates

Sponsorship Levels
Gold Sponsor







$1,500.00

12 Tickets to Business Luncheon
All Events Sponsorship Recognition
Booth at Annual Business Expo
Logo Signage outside of the Community Center
Sponsor Logo on Website and Newsletter
2 Free business ads in our newsletter,
Months designated by the Chamber







We will include you in partnership with our
scholarship program
Honorary Plaque for your commitment to the
Chamber
1 Luncheon Sponsorship
1 Coffee with the Chamber Sponsorship
Christmas Parade Sponsorship

Silver Sponsor







$1,000.00

6 Tickets to Business Luncheons
2 Events Sponsorship Recognition
Booth at Annual Business Expo
Sponsor Logo on Website and Newsletter
Logo Signage outside the Community Center
1 Free Business Ad in our newsletter,
Month designated by the Chamber





Honorary Plaque for your commitment to the
Chamber
1 Luncheon Sponsorship
Christmas Parade Sponsorship

Bronze Sponsor








$500.00

3 Tickets to Business Luncheons
1 Event Sponsorship Recognition
Booth at the Annual Business Expo
Logo Signage outside the Community Center
Sponsor Logo on Website and Newsletter
Honorary Plaque for your commitment to the
Chamber
1 Luncheon Sponsorship

AUGUST LUNCHEON

Invocation Prayer:

Bradley Byrne, 60, was born and

raised in Mobile, just a few miles from
the site where his great-great-great
grandfather, Gerald Byrne, settled in the
1780’s.

organizations.

After completing his undergraduate
studies at Duke University, Byrne
received his law degree from the
University Of Alabama School Of Law.
He has practiced law in Mobile for more
than 30 years, always active in the local
community in various service

Aug 3, 2016

5360 Hwy 90, Mobile, AL 36619
251-661-6090

Menu:

Byrne served as a member of the Alabama State Board of
Education and as a member of the Alabama Senate
representing District 32. In 2007, Byrne was appointed by
the Alabama State Board of Education as Chancellor of the
Alabama Department of Postsecondary Education to serve
as the chief executive officer of Alabama’s two-year
college system.

Baked Chicken
Dressing
Corn
Rolls
Peach Cobbler
Sweet & Unsweet Tea
$9.00 for Members
$11.00 Potential Members

Byrne has been married to the former Rebecca Dukes of
Montgomery for 32 years. Rebecca is the President and
CEO of The Community Foundation of South Alabama, and they are the parents of four
children: Patrick, Kathleen, Laura, and Colin. Bradley lives in Fairhope where he and his
family are members of St. James Episcopal Church.

Bring in donations of school supplies at
the luncheon to help the schools in the
community.

Luncheon Sponsor

Diplomat of the month
Ben Bradley is the assistant vice
president of Mobile operations for
Army Aviation Center Federal
Credit Union (AACFCU) and
oversees the operations of the
Credit Union’s five Mobile
locations. Ben is experienced in the
financial services industry and has
worked with AACFCU for more than eight years in
many capacities including member services,
marketing, loans and management.
Ben is a graduate of Troy University where he
earned a BS degree in marketing and a Masters of
Business Administration. Originally from Kinston,
Ala., Ben moved to the Mobile area in 2015 after
working in branch management with AACFCU in
the Southeast Alabama area.

School Supply Drive
There’s a kid needing your help.
Drop-off Locations: Tillman’s Corner
Community Center, Mobile Memorial
Gardens Cemetery Administration
Office & Mobile Memorial Gardens
Funeral Home

Starting July 25th
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SAVE THE DATE
If you or your business
would like to sponsor this
event please contact our
Chamber Office for more
info 251-666-2488
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20,2016
6PM-8PM
Spaces for booths are limited.
Reserve yours today.
$40 Member $60 Non-member

Mobile County to break ground this
year on $10 million Emergency
Operations Center
By the time the 2018 hurricane season rolls around,
Mobile County authorities will have a new Emergency
Operations Center from which to address any threats
posed by its storms or other large-scale disasters.
Mobile's County Commissioners, accompanied by
representatives of the city of Mobile and the Mobile
County EMA, announced plans to build a $10 million
new facility in west Mobile. Groundbreaking should
take place in October or November.
The new EOC is to be built on Ziegler Boulevard
adjacent to the county's 911 Communications Center
and the NOAA Gulf of Mexico Disaster Response
Center. It replaces a 60-year-old building on McGregor
Road, a facility that officials describe as antiquated and
cramped.
During large-scale emergencies, the EOC serves as a
central gathering place for representatives of local
governments, law enforcement agencies and other first
responders, other disaster-response agencies and
other organizations that help take stock of the
situation and respond.

SouthWest
Mobile County
Chamber
2016 Golf
Tournament

1st

Scott Lewis, Steve Lewis, Jeff Tate, & Michael Landon

2nd

Jimmy Francia, Cevin Cormier, Shane Tillman, & Pochy Robles

3rd

Gavin O’Connell, Keegan Hamilton, Kevin Luker & Andy Smith

GRAND OPENING
Join us as we celebrate the Grand Opening of our newest branch here in Mobile. We aim
to provide a more convenient banking experience for those who live, work, or worship in
and around the Brookley Aeroplex. The ribbon cutting will take place at 4:30 pm on
Thursday, August 4th at 1976 Michigan Avenue Suite C, in the shopping center with
Dunkin Donuts. It will feature an appearance by the Azalea Trail Maids, live entertainment
by Mobile’s Excelsior Band, a catered Pig Roast and free drinks, as well as drawings for
various merchandise and cash prizes. Admission is free and open to the public. For any
questions please contact Kasie E. Tanley at ktanley@newhcu.org.

Coffee & Networking with the Chamber
August 9, 2016
7:30-8:30 am
Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Free for Members / $5 for Nonmembers
RSVP with the Chamber Office
251-666-2488 or Tillmanscornerco@bellsouth.net

Pearl Haskew Elementary Receives Lighthouse Status
On May 26, Pearl Haskew Elementary received Lighthouse Status from the Leader in Me Program based on
Steven Covey’s 7 Habits of Happy Children. Only 222 Schools worldwide have ever received this status out
of over 2,500 eligible for the program. They were surprised with the news when their principal, previous
principal, and various school board members arrived to share the news on a fire truck, It was an outstanding
occasion for the entire school. They have been working to achieve this status since they entered the
program in the fall of 2013. Pearl Haskew is now the only Lighthouse School in Mobile and Baldwin counties.
They are so proud of their amazing teachers, staff and most importantly, awesome students!

BUSINESS EXPO
NEXT MONTH

BUSINESS EXPO

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2016
6:00-8:00 PM
The SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce will host a “Business Expo”
at the Tillman’s Corner Community Center on Tuesday, September 20, 2016 from
6:00-8:00 p.m. Come and enjoy a relaxed, informal get together of professionals
from many different types of businesses. This is an opportunity to network, discuss
and share ideas while enjoying complementary refreshments, appetizers and food
samples from local restaurants. Door prizes will be awarded throughout the evening.
Please join us as a sponsor of the “Business Expo”. Sponsorship will be available
for this event. For more information contact Tina Poiroux (251)666-2488. Booth
rentals for members $40 and nonmembers $60 per table, caterers are free. We are
limited to 50 tables, so it is on a first come basis. Each vendor will be highlighted in
the program and mentioned as their door prizes are awarded.

The deadline to register is Friday, September 9, 2016. Please contact the
Chamber office at 666-2488 for your registration form.
Bring your business card for free entry or otherwise pay $3.

CAREER NOTES

Melanie Serrano has recently moved
to Mobile, Alabama from Maryland. She
is the new Unit Director at the Sonny
LaDonna Burke is employed with the
Callahan Boys & Girls Club and came
Mobile County Health Department as its new
here following her passion for the
Community Health Worker (CHW). She has
clubs. She first joined the Boys & Girls
received her Bachelors of Science in Speech
Club Movement as a 4th grader who had recently
Pathology from Alabama A&M University, a
Master of Education in Special Education from moved from a big city to a small town, the Club was
a safe and fun place for her to be through that
Liberty University and is currently pursuing an Education
Specialist Degree in Curriculum and Instructions from
adjustment. Since then the clubs have always been in
Liberty University. In addition to, her educational
heart and she comes with a dream of making a
endeavors; LaDonna has always had the desire to help
difference in the lives of the children in Mobile, just
people receive the services needed in order to live a
like the Clubs had done for her. In this new position
comfortable and productive life.
she plans on creating an Advisory Board, expanding
LaDonna’s roles and responsibilities as the new
the numbers of youth served, Latino Outreach, and
CHW is to help patients and their families to navigate and
many other programs.
access community services, other resources, and adopt
healthy behaviors. She also supports providers and the Care
Management Team through an integrated approach to care
Submission deadline for member news is the
management and community outreach. As a priority, these
10th of each month. News release should be
activities will promote, maintain, and improve the health of
brief and only 1-2 paragraphs. Send your info to
patients and their family. Additionally, she provides social
tillmasncornerco@bellsouth.net
support and informal counseling, advocate for individuals and
community health needs.
B. Wayne Black has joined New Horizons
Credit Union as Collections Manager. Mr.
Black has over 25 years experience in the
Collections Industry. He graduated from the
University of South Alabama with a Bachelor
of Science in Finance.
Congratulations to Nita Nichols on her
promotion to Call Center Manager! Nita
joined New Horizons Credit Union in 1999 as
a teller at our West Mobile office, and she
most recently held the position of Call Center
Supervisor.

Looking for a venue to get relief
from the summer heat try renting
the Tillman’s Corner Community
Center. Our rates are the best in
town and our staff is friendly.
251-666-2488

www.LifeLineScreening.com

Call: 1-888-653-6450

We are coming to your neighborhood.
When:
Where:

Friday, August 5th, 2016
Tillman’s Corner Community Center
5055 Carol Plantation Road
Mobile, AL 36619

APPOINTMENTS ARE
REQUIRED

Dumas McLaney - Obituary
Aug. 7, 1933 - July 12, 2016 Age 82, a native of
Chancellor, AL and a longtime resident of Mobile,
passed away on Tuesday, July 12, 2016 at his
home surrounded by his family. He was a U.S.
Army Veteran and retired from Mobile Gas after
28 years of service. He was citizen of the year in
2014 for the Southwest Mobile County Chamber
of Commerce. He was also very active in the
senior community, including starting a dance with
his band "County Line Band of Mobile" He was
always an advocate for his community and did so
much to help others. He was preceded in death
by his parents, Alfred and May Bell McLaney, 2 sisters, Blanche Dean, Marie
Powers, and 2 brothers, Folsom and Barney McLaney. He is survived by his
loving wife of 60 years, Delores, son Wayne (Ann) McLaney, 2
grandchildren, Scott (Toni Moberg) McLaney, Ashley (Gill Johnson) McLaney,
brothers, Ralph and Reginald McLaney, nieces, including special niece, Bobbie
McLaney and special great niece, Sauna Walley, nephews, other relatives and
many friends. The family would like to give a special "Thank You" to the staff
of Spring Hill Hospice and his oncologist, Sherri Arledge with Southern
Cancer Center for all the excellent care he was given.

Community Center
Staff
Executive Director
Tina Poiroux
tpoiroux.tccc@bellsouth.net

Rental Specialist
Ashley Rester
tillmanscornerco@bellsouth.net

Building Supervisor
Hooper Stiles
Susan Williams

https://www.facebook.com/pages/SouthWestMobile-County-Chamber-ofCommerce/239550056110601

Greetings from the Director:
Marking summers end is easy when we see school children getting ready for classes to
begin. Each school year some families have difficulties providing the essential needs for
their children through school supplies, uniforms and backpacks. We are beginning our
School Supply Drive on August 1st. All items collected will go to our local schools that
will provide the needed supplies for children in need. Items can differ in categories, but
the essential are important: pencils, glue, scissors, backpacks, paper, paper towels, wipes,
notebooks, pens, etc.….. We need your help by bringing in items for donations. We will
also accept cash donation for purchasing items if this is more convenient for you or your
business.
The community Center is booking dates for the holiday season. Book your Christmas Parties with us and let us
help you find a Caterer to make this an event to remember. Holiday parties can be challenging, but with our
experienced staff we can help assist in referring vendors and set up ideas. We will also do the clean-up for a
minimal fee. Call Ashley today to reserve your room.
Coffee with the Chamber is growing in number and sponsorships and we are seeing new members sign up every
month. Stop by and check out the many opportunities to Network your business through the various activities we
plan for your business on a month to month basis. We are also open to new ideas and opportunities to increase
our value, so send us a notes of recommendations if you so dare.
“The will to win, the desire to succeed, the urge to reach your full potential…..these are the keys that will unlock
the door to personal excellence.” -Confucius

Membership Renewals:
J & J Furniture Company
5441 Hwy 90 West Service Rd
#5, Mobile, AL 36619
Mobile Gas Service Company
2828 Dauphin St
Mobile, AL 36606
Panera Bread Company
750 Schillinger Rd S,
Mobile, AL 36695

New Memberships:
State Farm Insurance
Agent Rachael Kidd
5926 Hwy 90
Theodore, AL 36582

WALA Fox 10 TV
1501 Satchel Paige Dr
Mobile, AL 36606

SUPPORT THE
COMMUNITY THAT
SUPPORTS YOU BY
JOINING THE
SOUTHWEST MOBILE
COUNTY CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE.

For information on
becoming a member call
251-666-2488.
If you are already a
member, pass the word
along to help promote our
community!

Business of the Month:

CORPORATE SPONSORS
GOLD
BAYER CROP SCIENCE
PAYROLL VAULT
SILVER
ALABAMA POWER
BRONZE
FAMILY SECURITY
CREDIT UNION
MOBILE MEMORIAL
GARDENS CEMETERY
Become a Sponsor
Today!

We are now accepting credit cards for your payment needs.

5055 Carol Plantation Rd.
Mobile, AL 36619

www.swmcchamber.com

