The Corner
SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce
Serving All of South West Mobile County

Luncheon October 7th

October 2015

Guest Speaker: Jerry Carl

Join us by wearing
pink to the Business
Luncheon

“In Step With Progress”

Message from the President
I would like to send a special thank you to our
September guest speaker, Chief John Corideo of
the Fowl River Fire Department for sharing with
us the events that took place on 9/11 which he
personally experienced as a New York Fireman.
May we always remember the heroic firefighters
who gave their lives to save others that day.
Remember also the surviving firefighters who still
live with the memories of that day.
I would like to invite all business men and women to come join us on
October 13, 2015 from 5PM-7PM for our Business after Hours at
Applebee’s on Government Blvd. for an evening of networking and
fellowship.
The South West Mobile County Chamber will be having an Alabama and
Auburn food drive contest, starting on October 1st, through November
18th please bring a canned food or non perishable item and deposit it into
your favorite team’s barrel. Roll Tide! & War Eagle!! Which team will
win? Will it be yours? We are also looking for gift cards from Winn Dixie,
Wal-Mart, Rousses and other grocery stores to help purchase turkeys and
hams. All food will be distributed during the holidays to those in need.

Keeping firm to our motto “In step with progress”
Sincerely,

bie

Donna Abercrom

Board Member
Teresa Taylor is a native of Mobile, graduated from
Murphy High School and The University of South
Alabama. She has a B.S. degree in Business
Administration with a concentration in Human
Resources Management. She worked in Human
Resources 15 years and nine years ago started her
own business, AIM Mail Center. AIM Mail Center is a
first-class business service center and was located in the Tillman’s
Corner area for six years and moved her store three years ago to the
Winn-Dixie Shopping Center at the corner of Hillcrest and Grelot Road.
They offer ship-right choices by shipping UPS, FedEx, DHL and USPS.
They also offer all the copying and printing services.
Teresa has served on the SouthWest Mobile County Chamber Board
of Directors for eight years holding the officer positions of Secretary,
Treasurer, and currently a board member. She also serves on the
Board of Directors with Widowed Persons Service with the position of
Treasurer. Teresa is a member of a local Business Network
International (BNI) group, and believes in promoting small businesses
in the community.

2015
Officers
President
Donna Abercrombie
Century Bank
Vice President

Ruth Robinson
Mobile Memorial Gardens Cemetery
Secretary

Kay Peace
Individual
Treasurer

Theresa Orrell
Polysurveying

Board of Directors
Della Wade - WalMart
Teresa Taylor - AIM Mail Center
Johnny Antley - Individual
Kelle Flynt - Mobile County Commission
Delores MCLaney - County Line Band
Sharon Murrill - Alabama Power
Maranda Hance - Holiday Inn I-65
Matt Garner - PNC Bank
Tiffany Ginn - Republic Services
Pete Riehm - NAI Mobile
Russanne Howell - Farmers Insurance

Jeff L. Schmitz

Honorary
Larry Kent - Individual
Lois Rockhold - Individual

Our Chamber’s mission is, to
foster, promote, advance, and
improve the civic, commercial
and general business interests
of the surrounding areas and to
cooperate with other
communities promoting
objectives for the improvement
of our business and the welfare
of our community.

OCTOBER CALENDAR

1

Senior Dance
When: 7-10pm
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community
Center
Band: County Line Band of Mobile
Cost: $5 donation
Contact: Dumas McLaney 251-661-5827

6

Tillman’s Corner Lions Club Meeting
When: Noon
Where: Tillman’s Corner
Community Center
Contact: Ron Mitchell 251-591-6872

7

SWMCCC Business Luncheon
When: 11:30am-1pm
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community
Center
Speaker: Jerry Carl
Contact: Chamber Office 251-666-2488
Cost: $8 for members and $10 for
nonmembers

13
15

12

Senior Dance
When: 7-10pm
Where: Tillman’s Corner
Community Center
Band: County Line Band of Mobile
Cost: $5 donation
Contact: Dumas McLaney 251-661-5827

20
22

Senior Dance

29

Senior Dance

Senior Dance
When: 7-10pm
Where: Tillman's Corner Community
Center
Band: Country Sounds Band
Cost: $5 donation
Contact: Melvin Farmer 251-675-4388
or Wayne Goff 251-895-3554

When: 5-7PM
Where: Applebee’s 4940 Government
Blvd Mobile, AL
Cost: $5
Contact: Chamber Office 251-666-2488

Tillman’s Corner Lions Club Meeting
When: Noon
Where: Tillman’s Corner
Community Center
Contact: Ron Mitchell 251-591-6872

Don’t Forget your money for Split the Pot

8

Business After Hours

When: 7-10pm
Where: Tillman's Corner
Community Center
Band: Country Sounds Band
Cost: $5 donation
Contact: Melvin Farmer 251-675-4388
or Wayne Goff 251-895-3554

When: 7-10pm
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community
Center
Band: County Line Band of Mobile
Cost: $5 donation
Contact: Dumas McLaney 251-661-5827

31
MCPSS Student Holiday

Stay Connected with the Chamber for
Updates

October Luncheon

Join us by wearing pink to the
Business Luncheon

Jerry Carl is new to the business of political service, but an old hand at the business of making
successful businesses.
A native of Mobile, the District 3 Mobile County Commissioner has started, built and sold
numerous businesses. His professional experience, along with an abiding interest in the welfare
of his community, brought him into the realm of public service.
He and a contingent of supporters in District 3 campaigned in the November 2012 election
cycle to seat Mr. Carl as representative of the vast southern district of Mobile County,
stretching from Mobile Bay to downtown Mobile and west Grand Bay.
The commissioner continues to manage his businesses. A sampling of his entrepreneurial
efforts during his 30-year career includes:
•Manufacturing / Church furniture.
•Wholesale Sales / Independent Sales Rep group of Home Medical Equipment and Funeral Home supplies.
•Retail Sales / Open 20 plus retail locations supplying Home Medical Equipment and Supplies across multiple states / Pharmacy's
specializing in Inhalation Solutions and bleeding disorders.
•Timber sales & management / Cricket & Butterfly, LLC
•Developer / Developed River Oaks subdivision in Orrville, AL, as well as West Side Park a commercial office development on
Schillinger Road.
But his proudest accomplishment is being married to his wife, Tina, for more than 30 years, raising his three kids, focusing on
his four grandchildren and service as a deacon at his Luke 4:18 Church.
Other service work includes church missions as far away as Africa.
For leisure, Mr. Carl enjoys the outdoors with a dose of adventure.
He is an avid hunter, fisherman, skydiver, scuba diver, and an airplane
pilot.

October 7,2015 Luncheon Food Provided By:

Business Luncheon Sponsor

712 Oak Circle Drive W Ste A
Mobile, AL 36609
(251)243-0902

Contact Karen Simmons or her staff
for any of your payroll needs.

Menu:
Fried or Baked Chicken
Green Beans
Macaroni and Cheese
Rolls
Banana Pudding
Sweet or Unsweet Tea
The Luncheon price for members is
$8.00 and $10.00 for non members.

Bring your business card for a chance to win a free ad in the
monthly newsletter.

IRS Warns Taxpayers to Guard Against New Tricks by Scam Artists;
Losses Top $20 Million
Washington- Following the emergence of new variations of widespread tax scams, the Internal Revenue Service today issued
another warning to taxpayers to remain on high alert and protect themselves against the ever-evolving array of deceitful
tactics scammers use to trick people.
These schemes- which can occur over the phone, in e-mails or through letters with authentic looking letterhead- try to trick
taxpayers into providing personal financial information or scare people into making a false tax payment that ends up with the
criminal.
The Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) has received reports of roughly 600,000 contacts since
October 2013. TIGTA is also aware of nearly 4,000 victims who have collectively reported over $20 million in financial losses
as a result of tax scams.
“We continue to see these aggressive tax scams across the country, “ IRS Commissioner John Koskinen said. “Scam artists
specialize in being deceptive and fooling people. The IRS urges taxpayers to be extra cautious and think twice before
answering suspicious phone calls, emails or letters. “
Scammers posing as IRS agents first targeted those viewed as most vulnerable, such as older Americans, newly arrived
immigrants and those whose first language is not English. These Criminals have expended their net and now targeting
virtually anyone.
In a new variation, scammers alter what appears on your telephone caller ID to make it seem like they are with IRS or
another agency such as the Department of Motor Vehicles. They used fake names, titles and badge numbers. They use online
resources to get your name, address and other details about your life to make the call sound official. They even go as far as
coping official IRS letterhead for use in email or regular mail.
Brazen scammers will even provide their victims with directions to the nearest bank or business where the victim can obtain
a means of payment such as a debit card. And in another new variation of these scams, con artists may then provide an actual
IRS address where the victim can mail a receipt for the payment -- all in an attempt to make the scheme look official.
It is important to remember the official IRS website is IRS.gov. Taxpayers are urged not to be confused or misled by sites
claiming to be the IRS but ending in .com, .net, .org or other designations instead of .gov. Taxpayers should never provide
personal information, financial or otherwise, to suspicious websites or strangers calling out of the blue.
The IRS will never:






Angrily demand immediate payment over the phone, nor will the agency call about taxes owed without first mailing you a
bill.
Threaten to bring in local police or other law-enforcement groups to have you arrested for not paying
Demand that you pay taxes without giving you the opportunity to question or appeal the amount they say you owe.
Require you to use a specific payment method for your taxes, such as a prepaid debit card.
Ask for credit or debit card numbers over the phone.

Here’s what you should do if you think you’re the target of an IRS impersonation scam:




If you actually do owe taxes, call the IRS at 1-800-829-1040. IRS workers can help you with a payment issue.
If you know you don’t owe taxes or do not immediately believe that you do, you can report the incident to the Treasury
Inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) at 1-800-366-4484.
If you’ve been targeted by any scam, be sure to contact the Federal Trade Commission and use their “FTC Complaint
Assistant” at FTC.gov. Please add “IRS Telephone Scam” to the comments of your complaint.

Tillman’s Corner Lions Club
Meetings in October
Tuesday, October 06, 2015
Tuesday, October 20, 2015

12:00
Location: Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Contact: Ron Mitchell (251)591-6872

We are accepting nominations
for SWMCCC citizen of the year
Each year we accept nominations for
deserving people with ongoing
contribution to the community. We
will honor this recipient at an award
banquet and recognize their
achievements for dedication to the
community.

www.lionsclubs.org

November 7, 2015 6-10 a.m.
Tickets sold at Chamber Office $5
5055 Carol Plantation Rd. Mobile, Al 36619

Benefits:
SWMCCC Community Programs

Saturday, November 7, 2015 4:00p.m.
Benefits: SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce Community Program(s)
Course: 5K- starts at Chamber and runs through Mobile Memorial Gardens Cemetery
Registration: Register by mail (deadline October 31) in person at McCoy’s Outdoor,
Rn-N-Tri, Fleet Feet in Mobile or Running Wild in Fairhope until noon November 5, or online
(www.evenbrite.com) until 4 am November 6.

Entry Fee: Pre-registered: $20 Day of Race: $25
Post-Race: Post Race Pasta Dinner on grounds of the Chamber

Chamber in Action
Chamber Continues to Grow:
Monthly networking offered by the
Chamber is increasing monthly
through our Business Lunches,
Coffee with the Chamber,
Informational workshops, etc...
With our President and Board of
Directors we are opening a world
of opportunity for local business
men and woman to network. The
Small Business Administration
hosted a workshop/luncheon on
September 16th at Tillman's Corner
Community Center. Their topic of
assistance was " How to Sell to
The Federal Government" This
informative class revealed the
processes of getting approved to
sell and marketing strategies of
preparing your team. Look for
more Informational classes to
come next month.

Nominating New Board
Members: Applications are
available in the Chamber office to
nominate chamber members who
have been active in chamber
activities for at least 1 year for a
seat on the chamber board.
Deadline for nominations are
October 30th. All applications
must be completed and returned
to the Chamber office.

all the special guests greeted the
crowd. This great opportunity to
remember what happened in our
country on that unforgotten day
still lives on in our community and
the many other communities
across this great country. Lest we
forget the sacrifices these men and
woman have made for us. Thank
you to Mobile Memorial Gardens
Cemetery for making this a special
event in remembrance.

Remembrance Ceremony:
"Lest We Forget" 3rd Annual 9/11
Remembrance Service was held on
September 10th at Mobile
Memorial Gardens Cemetery.
Welcoming all those who serve
and have served was a highlight of
the morning. All veterans and local
rescue servicemen were honored
and treated to lunch and cake after

Food Drive
Vs.
We are sponsoring “a show your colors” food drive. So pick a team,
donate a canned good and see who really has the best fans. Either way
this is a win for the community!
Please turn in all food items by November 18th.
We are looking for businesses to also get involved and take photos of
your food collections at your office and post these pictures on social
media (#SouthWestMobileCountyChamber). These photos will be
reviewed and a winner will be chosen at the end of November and we will
be giving away a free gift to your office.

Stop by your local Applebee’s for a business after hours
 Enjoy complimentary appetizers
 Enter our raffle to win Applebee’s gift cards
 Cash bar
 Cost $5

Alabama Pecan Festival
5055 Carol Plantation Rd.; Mobile, AL 36619
Friday, November 6, 2015 - 5:00 p.m. to 9:00p.m.
Saturday, November 7, 2015- 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Sunday, November 8, 2015 - 11: 00 a.m. to 4: 00 p.m.

Go to www.alabamapecanfestival.com for vendor and craft booth information

Wreaths for Charity
This is the 3rd annual Wreaths for Charity event sponsored by the SouthWest Mobile County
Chamber of Commerce along with local businesses. The wreaths will be made by area schools,
churches and civic organizations. They are sold to raise money for families in need.
We want to invite you to participate in this event. It is your participation that enables us to raise
the funds necessary for our community programs.
Each wreath will be showcased at our December business luncheon and the breakfast with Santa.
During which they will be offered for sale. There are no established size guidelines for the
wreaths. All wreaths must be artificial and suitable for hanging on a front door or inside a home or
business. There will be a committee judging each wreath and prizes will be awarded to winners of
each category. Winners are chosen by creativity and keeping with the Christmas Theme.
Thank you for your friendship and support to the SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of
Commerce. Together we can make our community a better place. So come out, look at the
wreaths and purchase one or more for your home or office.

Christmas Parade Applications
Applications are
available at the Tillman's
Corner
Community Center.
Or visit our website to
download information.
www.swmcchamber.com

The Corner Advertisement
Business Card
1/4 Page
1/3 Page
1/2 Page
Full Page

$25.00
$50.00
$60.00
$75.00
$100.00

"A man who stops
advertising to save
money is like a man who
stops a clock to save
time." -- Henry Ford

CAREER NOTES
Hello, my name is Catherine
Coxe. I am excited to be the
principal of Pearl Haskew
Elementary School this year. I
have been in education for 18
years. I began my career in
middle school. I taught 6th
grade for ten years and
coached the girls’ basketball
team for five years, winning the county championship
during that time. I have been at the elementary level for
the remainder of my teaching and administrative career.
This is my fourth year as an administrator and my first
year as a principal.
I graduated from Spring Hill College with a BS degree in
Psychology and a Master’s degree in Elementary
Education. I obtained my Education Specialist degree and
my administrative certificate from the University of
South Alabama. My hobbies include watching college
football and traveling. I have been to many European
countries and plan to return the next chance I get. I have
two Corgis who think they are royalty.
I look forward to continuing our partnership with the
Tillman’s Corner Chamber of Commerce. I want to
thank them for recognizing children who work diligently
to reach their goals and strive to be leaders in their
schools and community.

Diplomat of the month
James Nguyen has worked in
the wireless business for over 10
years. He is currently employed
by C-Spire where he is the market
manager at the Tillman's Corner
location. He has been with the
company since 2014 and a great
asset and influence to their
success. He was born in Ocean
Springs and moved to Mobile in 2004 to attend the
University of South Alabama. He graduated from USA
with a Bachelor's degree in Business in 2008 and was
married within the same year. James is very busy with his
career, but also raising a family. He is the father of 2
children; 7 year old son and a 3 year old daughter. James
enjoys MMA Training at Yamane Championship. He loves
to box and fish in his free time. Stop by and visit with
James at C-spire 5319 Hwy 90 Ste 103 and let him guide
you on the best cellular package that fits your needs for
your business and family.

Every year, guests are invited to dress up their
little goblins and enjoy a family-fun night of trickor-treating in the Gardens. Bellingrath Gardens is
festively decorated with Halloween and fallthemed inflatables glowing throughout the
Gardens where little witches and wizards can
trick-or-treat from area businesses. There is also a
spectacular hot air balloon glowing on the Great
Lawn to illuminate the Gardens, weather
permitting. Families are invited to walk right up
to the glowing hot air balloon to learn how this
enormous balloon can float in the sky.

Admission Fee:
Adult

$8

Child(5-12)

$5

Child(4 & Under) Free

Commercial Real Estate Corner
Commercial Property for Sale : $769,000
Currently Jimmy Lowe’s Fruit Stand
Located at Hwy 90 & Hamilton Blvd
+/8,000 Sq. Ft. Building sits on +/2acres
Great parking and visibility. Sitting at a lighted Intersection

Commercial Real Estate Corner
Many commercial properties are traded in southwest Mobile
County and many of these transactions are potential new
customers or clients. To keep our members informed about sales
and leases in commercial Real Estate in our area, we are starting
this new segment: Commercial Real Estate Corner.
We will highlight new sales and leases of commercial properties,
so you will know who is coming to town. Ron Sivak
(business@lagniappemobile.com Twitter @rcvak),
business writer for the Lagniappe newspaper, will be polling
realtors for this information and sharing with us, but we can also
have input and contribute.
Please send in any commercial sales or leases you know about in
southwest Mobile County. Don’t forget, these new comers are all
potential new chamber members.

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer
of South Alabama
Saturday, October 31,2015
8 AM Bienville Square
Check-in @ 6:45 AM
Contact:
SouthAlabamastrides@cancer.org or
(251)344-9558

Walk together.
And we’ll
never walk
alone.

The Business Expo welcomed the community and
businesses alike. The night was a huge success with
over 300 in attendance. This great opportunity to
network was vital to the success of this event. Many
door prizes and raffles were giving away and the
grand Prize was nothing to joke about. "The Giving
Tree" had over $1,000.00 worth of gift cards. All
guest had the opportunity to win prizes by making
donations to the SWMCCC in a raffle form. Stay
Connected and be a part of the next Expo coming to
you in 2016.

Community Center
Staff
Executive Director
Tina Poiroux
tpoiroux.tccc@bellsouth.net
Rental Specialist
Ashley Rester
tillmanscornerco@bellsouth.net

Emilee Cabral
Meadowlake Elementary
Ashton Knight
Lighthouse Baptist Academy
Cory Pears
W. C. Griggs Elementary
Landon Torres
Pearl Haskew Elementary
Clarke Busby
St. Elmo Elementary

Building Supervisors
Joy Stiles
Shaun Wallace

from

from

rom

from

Building Maintenance
Anthony Collins

from

Thank you to the sponsors of each school.
C-SPIRE
Holiday Inn 110
The Antley Family
Mobile Memorial Gardens Cemetery
Payroll Vault
Polysurveying
SouthWest Mobile County Chamber

Greetings from the Director:
Novel at the growth we have had at the Chamber and Community Center proves that
we have individuals promoting us. It is with excitement we continue to improve and
watch SWMCCC become more well known and productive in the community. We are
here to help support and assist in Networking to see business to business connections
grow. We need your help by getting involved and participating in activities planned. If
you have a need or have ideas in what you would like to see us add we are here to
listen. Our office is open daily to speak to our members and nonmembers alike.
The holidays are approaching and with the pressure of meeting the demands of family and work
we need your support. There are now more families in need than most of us realize. We are collecting non
-perishable food items for families in this community, so help us by doing your part and bringing in these
items. Volunteers are also needed through this food drive. Please sign up and get involved to show your
support for those less fortunate. We are partnering with Lighthouse Baptist Church and Theodore High
School Key Club to make this a special time for individuals and families. This year we are continuing with
our Alabama vs. Auburn Food Drive. Here in the south everyone has their own opinion who the best
team may be, so let's all be winners by supporting this cause. We are looking to businesses to also get
involved and take photos of your food collections at your office and post these pictures on social media
(#SouthWestMobileCountyChamber). These photos will be reviewed and a winner will be chosen at the
end of November and we will be giving away a free gift to your office. Let's get busy and start collecting
while we give a shout out to our favorite teams: Alabama Crimson Tide/Auburn War Eagles!!!!

ux
Tina Poiro
“War Eagle”

New Members:

Membership Renewals:

Edward Jones Investments
9948 Airport Blvd
Mobile, AL 36608
Carolyn Sue Cain
Individual Membership

Alabama Pecan Festival
Billy Bolton
296 Brandy Run Rd
Mobile, AL 36608
Pearl Haskew Elementary School
7001 White Oak Dr
Irvington, AL 36544

Serenity Senior Daycare LLC
3995 Cottage Hill Rd STE B
Mobile, AL 36609

SUPPORT THE
COMMUNITY THAT
SUPPORTS YOU BY
JOINING THE
SOUTHWEST MOBILE
COUNTY CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE.

For information on
becoming a member call
251-666-2488.

Business of the Month:

We’ve made some changes outside. We’ve made some
changes inside. Basically we’ve made changes
everywhere that will make the most difference to you.
But we can’t take all the credit. We listened to guest
like you and now we’re excited to show you just how
we’re reintroducing Holiday Inn to the world.








2,500 sq.ft. of Meeting Space
Outdoor Swimming Pool
Fitness Center
5th Avenue Restaurant & Lounge
Business Center
Complimentary Airport Shuttle (24 Hr. advance
notice required)
Holiday Inn Mobile West 1-10
5465 Hwy. 90W., Mobile, AL 36619
P:(251)666-5600 | F:(251)666-2773
www.holidayinn.com or 1-800-holiday

If you are already a
member, pass the word
along to help promote our
community!

CORPORATE SPONSORS
GOLD
PAYROLL VAULT

SILVER
ALABAMA POWER
BAYER CROP SCIENCE
BRONZE
JOEY STRICKLAND

STATE FARM INSURANCE AGENT

POLYSURVEYING &
ENGINEERING
The Business of the Month is now chosen by the Chamber Board of Directors.
The business will be recognized in the newsletter and get to display our Business of
the Month sign out on their lawn for the month they are chosen.

AMERICAN WASTE SOLUTIONS

We are now accepting credit cards for your payment needs.

5055 Carol Plantation Rd.
Mobile, AL 36619

www.swmcchamber.com

