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Message from the President
Back to School Day will be an especially exciting day for at
least 600 students who will be sporting brand new backpacks
filled with school supplies that they received at the
SWMCC’s 5th Annual Kid’s Day. This event took place at
Tillman's Corner Community Center and W. C. Griggs
School grounds. Ceremonies began with Mobile City
Councilman, John C. Williams' welcome speech, followed by
the Sea Cadets presenting our colors and Jada Mosely giving
a beautiful rendition of our National Anthem.
Then, Mobile County Commissioner, Jerry Carl's “dip” in the Dunking
Booth truly kicked off our Kids Day with a Big Splash! Hundreds of
kids participated in numerous games, including a Krystal Burger Eating
Contest, a “Muscle Man” competition, and Laser Tag, just to name a
few. There was plenty of excitement and fun, and lots of happy kids who
won prizes, including 6 new bicycles! What a way to end summer
vacation!
Our thanks to this year’s Kid’s Day Committee Chair, Stephanie
Chestnut and Community Director, Tina Poiroux, who for the 5th year
organized this fantastic day for our community kids. Tina continues to
make this day even more special every year! Thanks also to the
Chamber's Officers and Board Members and the wonderful Community
Volunteers who made our 5th Annual Kid’s Day event a huge success!
A big thanks also goes out to last month's luncheon guest speaker, Vince
Calemetti, P.E., ALDOT’s Regional Engineer, who updated us on
highway and bridge projects currently going on in our area including
several planned for the future. And, as expected, he garnered plenty of
questions about the much anticipated I-10 Mobile River Bridge project.
If you have driven around our community over the last few weeks, you
may have witnessed the beautiful sight of the American Flags flying on
Highway 90. For many years around various patriotic holidays, our
beloved Chamber Board Member, Johnny Antley, took on the
monumental task of putting up and taking down the flags before and
after each of these holidays. This was a labor of love for Johnny, but
after his recent passing, we would like to find a person or a few people
who could help the SWMCC Chamber carry on this great tradition, and
help honor the memory of Johnny. If you would like to volunteer or
know someone who would, please call the office at 666-2488. We thank
you!
We hope to see each and every one of you at one of our Chamber &
Community Events very soon!
And as classes start back next month, please remember to watch out for
kids crossing our streets.
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Chamber Mission
Our Chamber’s mission is to foster, promote, advance, and
improve the civic, commercial and general business interests of
the surrounding areas and to cooperate with other communities
promoting objectives for the improvement of our business and
the welfare of our community.
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SWMCC Business Luncheon

6

MCPSS First Day of School for 2018-2019
School Year!

21

When: Aug 1st
12:00 - 1:00 pm
Speaker: District 3 Commissioner Jerry Carl
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Contact: Chamber Office 251-666-2488
Cost: $9 for members and $11 for nonmembers
Sponsor: Huntington Learning Center

Coffee with the Chamber
When: Aug 21st
7:30 am
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Contact: 251-666-2488
Cost: Free to attend
Coffee & Refreshments Served
Sponsor: Touching Hearts Senior Care

SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce

MONTHLY BUSINESS LUNCHEON
August 1, 2018

12:00 - 1:00 pm

Guest Speaker: District 3 Commissioner Jerry Carl
A successful career starting and managing several businesses makes District 3 Commissioner
Jerry Carl uniquely qualified to help run Mobile County. He entered public service due to his
keen interest in the welfare of our community. As a fiscal conservative, Commissioner Carl
makes sure that taxpayer money is spent in a wise manner. He's known to frequently question
expenditures brought before the Commission.
Commissioner Carl, a native of Mobile, enjoys helping with community service projects such as
speaking to students in our schools, or helping the Sheriff's Department build bikes for kids at
Christmas.
He is a member and deacon at Luke 4:18 Church. He's active in its mission work which has taken him all the way
to Africa.
He and his wife, Tina, have been married for almost 37 years and raised three children. They enjoy spending time
with their four grandchildren.
For leisure, he enjoys the outdoors with a dose of adventure. He is an avid hunter, fisherman, skydiver, scuba
diver and airplane pilot.

Caterer:

Sponsor:

Menu:
LASAGNA
CAESAR SALAD

Georgia Roussos Catering, Inc.
P.O. Box 42
Theodore, AL 36590-0042

(251)666-1141 office
(251)666-1142 fax

Huntington Learning Center
2370 Hillcrest Rd suite d
Mobile, AL 36695
251-525-9239

ROASTED VEGETABLE MEDLEY
ROLLS & BUTTER
BREAD PUDDING with praline sauce
SWEET & UNSWEET TEA

Please RSVP to info@swmcchamber.com
$9 for Members & $11 for Potential Members

The SWMCC 2018 Business Expo is an ideal way for exhibitors to promote their products and services, create
brand awareness, establish business to business networking, and increase customer database. We anticipate a
successful event. SPACE IS LIMITED - reserve your booth TODAY!

Mastermind Breakout Session will begin at 12 o’clock and we will have three, one-hour sessions. Each
session will give insight to discover ways to help move you towards achieving your ambitions and goals for
business. The session outlines everything to know about business, but are too afraid to ask. As well as, the skills
needed to acquire the framework of growing a brand. Local business leaders will attend to facilitate the
mastermind sessions and answer any questions.
If you would like to join this exciting event to be a vendor and Mastermind, please call the Chamber office at
251.666.2488 or email info@swmcchamber.com for any questions.

How to Start Investing Even If You Aren't Rich Yet

There’s a rampant myth that you need a lot of money to start investing in stocks, mutual funds and Exchange
Traded Funds (ETFs). This falsehood may play a part in why so few people own investments. You will never
get rich by stashing your money under a mattress or in a bank account. To build wealth, you will need to
invest your money over time.

Here are four tips to start investing even if you don't have much money.
You can get started investing with small amounts of money: When I was just out of college, and before I
even had a full-time job lined up, a good friend encouraged me to open a Roth IRA. I took his advice and set
up an automatic contribution of just $25 per month. That’s less than $1 per day. If you’re reading this, you
can find a way to come up with $1 per day. No matter how small you start, the most important thing is to get
started. You can always increase the amount you save over time. I’m saving way more than $25 per month
now. But it took time to grow my savings rate to its current level. I was amazed how I didn’t miss the money
and you most likely will be as well.
Get your 401k match at the bare minimum – You’ll want to kick yourself later in life if you don’t get your
full company match each year. This is like a raise without doing any extra work and can range from two
percent to sometimes as high as 15% of your annual salary depending on your employer. The money comes
to you pre-tax and, depending on your age and how you invest, could turn into huge sums of money later in
life. Did I mention that the matching portion is like free money from your employer? You’d have to be crazy
not to do everything in your power to get every single cent of it every year. In addition, you’ll receive a tax
deduction for the money you put in thereby lowering your tax bill!
Skipping your 401(k) match can turn into a million dollar-plus mistake. For example, the average person
typically misses out on approximately $1,336 per year in employer matches. If that $1,336 was invested in a
401(k) plan each year, from the age of 22 to 67, and assuming an average return of 10% per year, how much
do you think you would have at retirement? That $1,336 per year, with an average return of 10%, would
grow to more than $960,000 by the time you were 67. That number alone is well beyond what the average
person has saved for retirement.

You’ll never be rich if you don’t invest - When I speak to large groups, I run into countless people who fear
investing and the stock market in general. While I know that many people are still shell-shocked from the
financial crisis, the sad reality is that most people will never achieve financial freedom if they don’t invest
their money. I would go as far as to say the biggest stock market risk out there is not investing.
Let compounding interest work its magic - I can’t say this enough. Start investing asap. The earlier you
start the heavier lifting will be taken off your shoulders by compounding interest.
For example, saving just $100 per month, from 22 to 67, equates to approximately $1,048,000 provided you
earn 10% growth per year. Waiting until you’re 32 years old to get started will cause that number to drop to
$379,000. As you can see, waiting 10 years will result in a loss of about 64% of your retirement nest egg, all
else being equal. (Ok, maybe you shouldn’t expect to earn 10% a year. The point still holds. At a 7% annual
return, you’ll have about $379,000 if you get started at 22, but just around $180,000 if you wait until 32.)
Take control of your finances and make smarter financial decisions today. The sooner you get started the
easier it will be to get on track for your financial goals, whatever they may be. Even if you must start small,
get started. You may not be rich yet, but you will never be if you don’t get started. David Rae……… Forbes
Contributor

Real Estate News
-New construction office/warehouse at 5620
Sermon Rd North is
available for lease.
6,000 sf with 20’
eave heights for
$4,600 per month
($9.20/sf). Contact
David Cooper with
Berkshire Hathaway
Cooper & Co. at 251300-3373.
-Completely
renovated office/
warehouse at 5775
I-10 Industrial Parkway North is available for
lease. 7,900 sf with 16’ eave heights for $3,950
per month
($6/sf). Contact Pete Riehm with NAI Mobile at
251-442-4349.

Submission deadline for Member News or Career
Notes is the 10th of each month. News release
should be brief and only1-2 paragraphs. Send your
info to info@swmcchamber.com.

Officer of the Month
The Mobile Police Department
has named Jonathan Rivers
Officer of the Month. Serving as a
police officer since November
2013, Rivers works patrol in
Precinct 2. During the month of
June, he provided exceptional
and unparalleled service to the
citizens of Mobile that perfectly
encapsulates his professionalism and dedication
to protect and serve.
Rivers responded to 89 calls for service and 41
backings. He made 19 felony and 33
misdemeanor arrests, wrote 17 citations,
recovered five firearms of which three were
stolen, and recovered four stolen vehicles. His
dedication, attention to detail, and impeccable
efforts to prevent criminal activity are valuable
assets to the Mobile Police Department and to the
city.

with the Chamber

KCS, P.C. will be hosting 2 QuickBooks Online
training classes on Friday, August 24, 2018.
The classes will be held at 721 Oak Circle Drive
E, Suite A Mobile, AL 36609. There will be a
morning class from 10am – 11am and an
afternoon class from 2pm – 3pm. The cost of
each class will be $25 per person. To reserve
your spot, please contact KCS, P.C. at
(251) 662-1235. Space will be limited.

FREE

Tuesday, August 21st
7:30 AM
Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Start your day off right with a hot cup of coffee and
networking!
No cost to attend!
Attendees are asked to give a short introduction about their
business. Don’t forget your business cards!
Sponsored by: Touching Hearts Senior Care
Please RSVP at 251.666.2488 or info@swmcchamber.com
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Always Money
Austal USA
Bayer
Boys & Girls Club of So. Ala
Cart Dr LLC
Coca Cola Bottling Co. United
Delta Disaster Services
Dick Russell's BBQ
Family Security Credit Union
Godfathers Pizza
Grand Lodge
Greer’s CashSaver
Hoods Discount Home Center
Huntington Learning Center

Integrity IT Services
KCS Accounting & Tax
Kona Ice
Legal Shield - L.A.W. Enterprise
Lifeguard
LifeSouth
MainStreet Family Care
McLaney’s Senior Dance
MetroPCS
Mobile Bay Bears
Mobile Co. Sheriff’s Department
Mobile County Water, Sewer and Fire
Protection Authority
Mobile Fire and Rescue

Mobile Janitorial and Paper
Mobile Memorial Gardens Cemetery
Mobile Police Department
Musial Dental Center
Payroll Vault
Polysurveying of Mobile
Power 88
R. L. Ziegler Co.
Sign Gypsies
Southern Pipe & Supply
The Grounds
Theodore Dawes Volunteer Fire
Department

New Member:
Franklin’s Starter &
Alternator
6170 Sperry Road
Theodore, AL 36582
251-653-0067

Dennis Carlisle, Architect
58 Upham Street
Mobile, AL 36607
251-473-4555

Flexible Benefits Inc.
721 Oak Cir. Dr, East
Mobile, AL 36609
251-237-1115

CORPORATE SPONSORS
Membership Renewals:
C Spire Wireless

Platinum
DELTA DISASTER SERVICES
LEGAL SHIELD
BUSINESS SOLUTIONSL.A.W. ENTERPRISE

Business of the Month:
Trustmark Bank

Gold
INTEGRITY IT SERVICES
PAYROLL VAULT
BAYER

Silver
ALABAMA POWER COMPANY

Bronze
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF SO. ALA.
HUNTINGTON LEARNING CENTER
TOUCHING HEARTS SENIOR CARE
FAMILY SECURITY CREDIT UNION
MOBILE MEMORIAL GARDENS
CEMETERY
POLYSURVEYING OF MOBILE
MOBILE MEMORIAL GARDENS
FUNERAL HOME

Friends of the Chamber
KAREN C. SIMMONS, P.C. ( KCS )

