
 



“Strength in Numbers” 

Letter From  
the President 

Curtis Polk 
BLP Stores Division 

  As I sit here admiring my collection of plastic king cake 
babies from this years carnival season, I reflect on how nice it 
is to be back to the norm as far as public events and parade 

attendance goes. I also have a brief short-lived realization of how many calories I 
consumed to get this collection and the fact that according to tradition, I have to bring 
the king cake next year to each function that I collected these little trophies from. It 
was worth it in both cases. It’s also so awesome that we had so many people get out 
and attend events that supported our cities and communities. Our events cannot 
survive without the support of the people in attendance, further evidence of our 2023 
slogan “Strength In Numbers”.  

Speaking of events , we have some awesome events coming up in March. Our 
Luncheon will be back on track for the first Wednesday of the month on March 1st. Our 
guest speakers will be Frederick Rendfrey, director of economic development for the 
Downtown Mobile Alliance and Albert S. Nelson SR, local veterans employment 
representative for Alabama Career Center. Networking will begin at 11:30AM. 

We also have an event at The Grounds coming up that should interest bargain hunters 
and spring cleaners alike. Mobile’s Biggest Yard sale will be held at the Grounds on 
Saturday March 11th. They are still selling spaces at THEGROUNDSMOBILE.COM 

Our coffee will be back on track for the third Tuesday of the month. Networking will 
begin at 7:30 AM for this free event and be followed by Coffee Chat by Coastal HR. 

We are looking for volunteers for one of my favorite events of the year, our First 
Responders Drive Thru. Lunch will be held on March 30th at 11:00 AM. We need all 
the help we can get and it is very much appreciated by our local First Responders that 
work so hard all year providing protection and services for our communities. 

Our Chamber is here for our partners. Reach out to us and keep in mind that we have 
“Strength in Numbers”. 

 



 

All In Credit Union 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

March 9,2023 

Starting at 2:00pm 

5500 Willis Rd, Theodore, AL 
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CAPS Meeting  

Community Advisory Panel 

Location: Tillman’s Corner 

Community Center 

Time: 4:30 
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 Business 

Luncheon 

TIME: 11:30am - 1:00pm 

WHERE: John C. Williams 

Auditorium  

RSVP: 251.666.2846 or 

www.swmcchamber.com 

Coffee With The 

Chamber 

Start Your Morning With Coffee & 

Networking 7:30-8:30. No 

reservations needed. Make this a 

priority to come and meet other 

Business Professionals  over coffee. 

Coffee Chat 

Join us directly after Coffee & 

Networking for Coffee Chat with 

Coastal HR w ith guest speaker,  

Jacqueline Everett   

HR Compliance, 401K Limits, FSA 

Information, Rollover Amounts Annual 

Reporting, and More. 
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Elite Mobile Real 

Estate 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

Starting at 4:00 - 7:00 pm 

6410 Grelot Rd, Mobile, AL 

12 
Chamber 44th 

Birthday 

Happy Birthday to the SouthWest 

Mobile County Chamber of 

Commerce on their 44th year of 

success and dedication to this 

community. 

23 



Rendfrey, Frederick-  
Director of Economic 
Development 
 
 
Fred Rendfrey is the director of economic 
development for the Downtown Mobile Alliance 
and has been in this role since 2007. A native of the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast, Fred graduated from 
Millsaps College with a bachelor’s degree in 
economics and a master’s degree in economic 

development from the University of Southern Mississippi.  He began 
working in economic development for the Harrison County Development 
Commission in Gulfport, MS before serving as the executive director of The 
Pearl Chamber of Commerce in Pearl, MS. He currently is a commissioner 
for the Mobile Historic Development Commission. Fred is married to Leigh 
Johnson Rendfrey and the couple has two sons, Wilt and Harris. Fred can 
be reached at (251) 434-8498 or fred@downtownmobile.org. 

MARCH BUSINESS LUNCHEON
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Albert S. Nelson SR is a local veterans employment representative  for the 
Alabama Career Center System at the Mobile Career Center. Albert life long 
Mobile resident and graduated from McGill Toolen 1989. He joined the Army 
in 1990 served until 1996 FT Bragg NC. After serving for 6 years Sargent 
Nelson graduated University of South Alabama 1997. He soon returned to 
Active duty after 911 and retired 2019.  Albert can be reached at the Mobile 
Career Center at (251) 461-4479 or email at albert.nelson@alcc.alabama.gov. 

 

 

Albert S. 

Nelson SR-   
Local Veterans 

Employment 

Representative  



 Since 1985, Accelerated Accounting has 

been helping clients along the Gulf Coast reach 

their potential. We pride ourselves on being a 

versatile and ethical accounting service. Whether 

you need assistance with bookkeeping, tax 

preparation, tax planning or any other accounting

-related matter, we would love to help.  We ensure 

that individuals, small businesses, corporations, 

nonprofits and all of the other clients we work 

with have a better understanding of their finances, 

allowing them to maximize their profit. Locally 

owned and operated for over 35+ years! Reach out 

to Mike Bedwell today to start the conversation.  

6161 Three Notch Rd Mobile AL 36619 

mike@acceleratedaccountants.com                   

(251) 666-5551  

Brown and Root Industrial 

Services, LLC 

Tal Smith (251)378-9069 

Accupoint Labs 

Daniel Loper (251)289-0515 

** $15.00 Current Partners  

** $18.00 for Future Partners 

Space is Limited 

RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE 

ONLINE! 

RSVP by Paying Online at 

www.swmcchamber.com  

Philly Cheese Steak 

Sandwich 

or 

Chicken Cheese Steak 

Sandwich 

With 

Chips, Salad, and 

Dessert 

LOCAL HOME INSPECTOR CERTIFIED  

Home Boss Inspection recently announced that 

Riaan du Plessis is now credentialed as a Certified 

Master Inspector, which is the inspection industry’s 

top professional designation, by the Master Inspector 

Certification Board. He was awarded the designation 

for demonstrating the highest level of competency by 

completing more than 1,000 fee-paid inspections 

and/or hours of inspection-related continuing 

education, for having been in the inspection business 

for at least three years, for abiding by the industry’s 

toughest code of ethics and for agreeing to periodic 

background checks. Home Boss Inspection serves 

both Baldwin and Mobile counties.  

Riaan du Plessis          

Owner & Certified Master Inspector               

251-230-9595 

https://url.emailprotection.link/?b42U_l3RvZxQhLSIQoeK-KodVIymXVlxhjxsqwXP_q1E7SO93KpxH9gpmY34EnlRCmALcseXJ9adeoG-gWo8lFBaH2byYGQjZMzrYQiBTwb2nnKsxjYlxPNQExFld9wuHD69gutsIxxirG-_LAU_6Zi05mUfVNcuDoN8n3YCF370~


Bishop State Community College pumps $190.4 million into local economy  

BUSINESS INSIGHT 

Society gains $6.60 in added income and social 
savings for every dollar invested.  
 “Bishop State influences both the lives of its 
students and the regional economy,” the study finds. 
“The college supports a variety of industries in the 
Bishop Service Area, serves regional businesses, and 
benefits society as a whole in Alabama from an 
expanded economy and improved quality of life. 
Additionally, the benefits created by Bishop State 
extend to the state government through increased tax 
revenues and public sector savings.”  
 “We are proud of the impact Bishop State 
makes in our service area,” says Bishop State 
President Olivier Charles. “We know the decisions we 
make and the actions we take daily have a ripple 
effect in the lives of our students, faculty, 
staff, all their families, and those connected to them. 
Now this study provides the evidence to prove 
it. Investing in Bishop State benefits everyone. We 
are thankful for all who choose to support us in that 
way and hope to continue to grow those relationships 
and connections for the sake of our students.”  
 Today, thousands of former Bishop State 
students are employed in the Bishop Service Area. As 
a result of their education from Bishop State, the 
students receive higher earnings and increase the 
productivity of the businesses that employ them. In 
FY 2020-21, of the total annual impact 
generated, Bishop State alumni generated $153.3 
million in added income for the regional economy, 
which is equivalent to supporting 2,389 
jobs. This economic boost is like hosting the World 
Series 24 times!  
 Lightcast, a global leader in labor market 
analytics for colleges and universities, analyzed data 
using FY2020-21 academic and financial reports 
from Alabama’s community and technical colleges, 
as well industry and employment data from the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics and Census Bureau.  

 Students and alumni of colleges within the 
Alabama Community College 
System (ACCS) add $6.6 billion to Alabama’s 
economy, supporting one out of every 27 jobs in the 
state, according to an economic impact report.  
 The independent, 102-page report 
by Lightcast estimates the Alabama Community 
College System directly impacts 98,923 jobs in the 
state, representing about 2.7% of Alabama’s gross 
state product. Additionally, taxpayers see a net 
benefit of $1.1 billion in added tax revenue from 
students’ higher lifetime earnings and increased 
output to businesses.  
 Each college in the system also received the 
results of the impact on its local 
economy. In the fiscal year 2020-2021, Bishop State 
Community College’s annual impact totaled $190.4 
million in added income in its service areas 
in Mobile and Washington Counties. Expressed in 
terms of jobs, Bishop State’s impact supported 2,974 
jobs. For perspective, the activities of Bishop State 
and its students support one out of every 83 jobs in 
the Bishop Service Area.  
 "Bishop State creates a significant positive 
impact on the business community and generates a 
return on investment to its major stakeholder 
groups—students, taxpayers, and society,” according 
to the report.  
 For every $1 a student invests in Bishop 
State, they will gain $7.30 in lifetime earnings. The 
average associate degree graduate from Bishop State 
will see an increase in earnings of $8,900 each year 
compared to a person with a high school diploma or 
equivalent working in Alabama. Taxpayers 
also benefit from investing in Bishop State. For every 
dollar of public money invested in Bishop State, 
taxpayers will receive a cumulative value of $2.30 
over the course of the students’ working lives. 

Sign up to help with Chamber 
Events by joining a committee at 

the March Luncheon.  

 Newsletter  

 Website  

 Fundraising 

 Scholarship 

 Luncheon 

And More! 

Remember to have your team 

nominate your  business for 

business of the month. 

Accepting applications now at 

the March luncheon. 

Starting March 1st 

SWMCC will be 

accepting T.A.L.L. 

Student Program 

Applications through 

May 28th. 



REAL ESTATE CORNER 
By Ron Sivak 
(251) 533-6613 

 

 Pratt Thomas, CCIM of Merrill P Thomas 
Co, Inc, represented local investors in the 
purchase of a 63,000-square-foot distribution warehouse 
for $3,515,000. The property is found on 981 Corporate 
Dr. South in W est Mobile near  the intersection of 
Interstate-65 and Moffett Road in Central Business Park, 
a light industrial, distribution warehouse commercial 
subdivision.  
 The site is situated within minutes of Alabama 
State Docks, Austal Ship Building and Brookley Industrial 
Park (Future Home of EADS).  The seller of the property 
was CDS, LLC and it is 100 percent leased by the tenants, 
GOTEREAL, INC and GRIMCO, INC. Joey Betbeze of 
Betbeze Realty Co, Inc. w orked for  the seller  in 
the transaction. 
 Last month Gulf Shores-headquartered Cactus 
Cantina Mexican Grill paid $2.5 million for  the 
4,800-square-foot former Mellow Mushroom 
restaurant found at 2409 Schillinger Road in West 
Mobile. Crawford Stitt of White-Spunner Realty 
represented the seller in the transaction. This will be their 
first site in Mobile County, with current locations in 
Foley, Orange Beach, Fairhope and Gulf Shores.
 Mobile-based Up N Smoke tobacco shop has 
leased a new 3,600-square-foot space in Theodore, found 
at 7317 Theodore Dawes Road. Andrew Dickman with 
Stirling Properties represented the tenant in the 
transaction. 

 Dallas, Texas-based TopGolf announced last 
month that construction efforts are underway to open a 
new location in Mobile. The entertainment center will be 
located near the intersection of I-65 and Government 
Blvd., in the McGowan Park Shopping Center. This will be 
their third opening in the state, but the first in lower 
Alabama and build-out is expected to be completed by late 
2023. TopGolf’s Mobile location is expected to add 
around 150 jobs, between full-time and part-time, to the 
local economy when fully staffed. 
 “We are thrilled for the opportunity to be part of 
the city's growing culture and excited to contribute 
another way for locals to have fun,” TopGolf Chief 
Development Officer Chris Callaway said.  
 The future two-story venue will feature 60 outdoor 
climate-controlled hitting bays to ensure player comfort 
year around. With the help of TopGolf's ball-tracking 
software, which traces each ball's flight path and distance, 
customers will be able to play interactive games such as 
Angry Birds. The site will also feature a nine-hole mini-
golf course as part of the facilities. 
 “We are excited the project has broken ground, 
and I look forward to teeing off soon.” Mobile Mayor 
Sandy Stimpson said. 
 TopGolf has over 80 venues around the world, and 
its industry-leading TopTracer technology, mobile games, 
and proprietary app, offer a variety of tech-driven 
entertainment options. A full-service food and drink 
menu is also available at  every locale. 



 RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONIES  

Congratulations to the January Ribbon Cuttings 

Photographed By: 



Cheryl Nicholls  

(251) 298-4335  

Angie Simms 

Sales Associate 

5580 HWY 90 W 

Theodore, AL 36582 

(251)653-9572 www.badcock.com 

Ron Sivak 

Mortgage Broker 

6336 Piccadilly Square 
Dr, Mobile, AL 36609  

(251) 533-6613  

Kayla Murray 

Promotions Director  

25369 US HWY 98 Ste K 

Daphne AL 36526  

(251) 517-9425  

5219 Hwy. 90 West Suite C Mobile AL 36619  

http://integrityit.us/  

Chris Black 

cblack@integrityit.us  

(251) 206-7138  

cherylanicholls@outlook.com 

2288 Clairmont Dr W Semmes AL 36575  



WE’D LOVE TO ADD YOUR NAME HERE!! 

CALL THE CHAMBER FOR MORE 

INFORMATION ON BECOMING AN 

ACTIVE PART OF YOUR COMMUNITY BY 

JOINING THE  
SOUTHWEST MOBILE COUNTY 

CHAMBER! 

251-666-2846 or info@swmcchamber.com 

 

2023 Business Advantage 
Sponsors 

 

Diamond 
Holcim 

 

Platinum 
Integrity IT Services 

 Mobile County Commission 
Payroll Vault  

 

Gold 
American Power Equipment  

Alabama Power 
Pelican Promotions 

Polysurveying 
 

Silver 
Accelerated Accounting  

Brown and Root 
Corsentino Chiropractic 

CRE - Mobile  
Family Security Credit Union 

Godfathers Pizza 
Huntington Learning Center 

Pro 1 Painters 
Singing River Health Systems 

Southern View Media 
Spot of Tea, LLC.  

The Grounds  
Treasured Moments Lifestyle 

Photography 
Uniti Fiber 

 

Friends of the Chamber 
BASF Corporations 
Dick Russel’s BBQ 

Fremin Ventures, LLC 
Kalifeh Bedsole Adams PC 
Lindsey and Waldo, LLC 

Poplar Home Waterproofing Inc. 
Proshield Pest Control 

The Shoulder of the Central Gulf Coast 
Touching Hearts Senior Care 

Chamber 

Mission 
Our Chamber’s mission is to foster, 

promote, advance and improve the civic, 
commercial and general business 

interests of the surrounding areas and to 
cooperate with other communities 

       

If you are interested in becoming a 

diplomate for the SouthWest Mobile 

County Chamber of Commerce, please 

apply at swmcchamber.com/business/

wordpress/diplomats/. Help this 

chamber grow and build as it has in the 

past 44 years.  



 

Sponsorship Available 



Corporal Deandre Portis is a 12-year veteran with 
the Mobile Police Department. Corporal Portis 

demonstrated excellence in his overall 
performance by responding to 41 calls of service, 
12 backups and issued 24 citations among many 

other outstanding actions to help keep our 
community safe in the month of January. 

Thank You Corporal Portis for your 

commitment to our community! 

Chamber and Community Center Staff 
 
 

      Executive Director     Executive Assistant       Rental Specialist                     
       Tina Poiroux, AACE  Cheyenne Johnson                      Susan Williams  
   tpoiroux@swmcchamber.com    cjohnson@swmcchamber.com      swilliams@swmcchamber.com           
 
     

 Custodial / Maintenance - Calvin Dickerson 

Event Specialist - Gary Turk 

 

Strength in Numbers  SIGN UP TO RECEIVE OUR MONTHLY 

NEWSLETTER AND OTHER  

CHAMBER OPPORTUNITIES  

BY EMAILING US AT  

INFO@SWMCCHAMBER.COM 

 

Photo Credit: Cheryl Nicholls 
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