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Empowering Business SIGN UP TO RECEIVE OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

AND OTHER CHAMBER OPPORTUNITIES  

BY EMAILING US AT  INFO@SWMCCHAMBER.COM 

October 12, 2022 

9am - 6pm 

Corporal 
Joshua Nix  

  
Corporal Nix is 
an eleven year 
veteran of the 
Mobile Police 
Department. 
He has spent 
his tenure in 
patrol working 

in several precincts. During this time he gained 
valuable knowledge in patrolling his beat and 
addressing crime issues that might arise. This 
knowledge has led him to be assigned as a Field 
Training Officer in the Second Precinct. He has 
trained and passed along his knowledge to a number 
of young officers as they entered the law 
enforcement field.   
 During the month of October, Corporal Nix and his 
trainee responded to 75 complaints, made 1 felony 
arrest and issued 8 citations. This does not include 
the numerous times he assisted other younger 
officers by answering questions or providing 
guidance to complete their tasks properly.  
 During his off-time, he enjoys hunting and fishing.  
 

Thank You Corporal Nix for your dedication to 
our Community! 

 

 COFFEE WITH 

THE CHAMBER 

WILL BE 

POSTPONED 

UNTIL AFTER 

THE HOLIDAYS 

 

September 2022 

December 2022 

THE CORNER   



“Empowering Business” 

I am hoping everyone had a most wondrous Thanksgiving celebration. I love this time 

of year when we are so fortunate to get to gather with our friends and family. At 

SWMCC , we cannot stress how important it is to have the great network of partners 

and friends that call our chamber home. I personally want to thank everyone for their loyalty and undying 

commitment to making things happen here at the Chamber. We have managed to thrive throughout pandemics , 

inflation, and shortages.  

  

We are so appreciative to all that donated food , money , and their time to our Thanksgiving food drive for needy 

families in our community. We were able to help over 225 families this year. I was truly amazed at the process that 

goes into this distribution. Sometimes food donations to various places end up in a food bank or other distribution 

type warehouses. At SWMCC we get the names of the needy families from our school teachers who can really see the 

needy children and families. The chamber then distributes discreet vouchers to the teachers to be sent home or in 

some cases home is wherever the family has their car parked. Yes , some of the needy families are actually homeless 

and the meals are cooked for them by businesses like Dick Russells. The vouchers are then brought to the Chamber 

and exchanged for much needed Thanksgiving dinner supplies.  

  

We had our Tree Lighting event on the 28th of November and as always had a wonderful time with the Sounds and 

sights of Christmas including Santa arriving during a snow storm on his trusty Fire Engine. If you haven’t made 

reservations for our VIP Pancake Pajama party with Santa , what are you waiting for? It’s on Friday night December 

2nd. It is an up close Santa experience with pancakes , crafts , visits with Santa and storytime with yours truly. We will 

follow it up on Saturday morning with our Annual Pancake Breakfast and Christmas Parade on the 3rd. 

  

Our next Business Luncheon sponsored by The Grounds will be on Wednesday December 7th at 11:30. Our guest 

speaker will be Bradley Byrne. Please RSVP for this special event speaker. 

  

As we close 2022 and move into a new year I hope 2023 holds exciting and prosperous times for all of our Partners. 

Don’t forget that we have an outstanding drawing for all Partners who renew before January 31st. I also want to 

extend a special thanks to all of our sponsors , staff , diplomats and volunteers. The many things we accomplish 

throughout the year would not be possible without everyone coming together and working as a team. Wishing 

Everyone a Merry Christmas and Prosperous New Year.   

 

         Curtis Polk 
BLP Stores Division Manager  

 

The Chamber would like to thank 

everyone for their donations and support 

for our Annual Food Drive. We were able 

to provide 285 families with a 

Thanksgiving meal. 

Tour of the Courthouse 

Visit with Judge Wes Pipes Lighting of the Christmas Tree 



 
Business Advantage Sponsors 

Diamond 
Evonik Corporation 

 
Platinum 

Holcim 
Integrity IT Services 

Mission 1st Mortgage 
 Mobile County Commission 

Payroll Vault  
 

Gold 
American Power Equipment  

Alabama Power 
Johnny Hatcher 

Pelican Promotions 
Polysurveying 
The Grounds  

 
Silver 

Accelerated Accounting  
Berkshire Hathaway Cooper 

Boys and Girls Clubs of SW Alabama 
Corsentino Chiropractic 

CRE - Mobile  
DEX Imaging 

Family Security Credit Union 
Fremin Ventures, LLC 

Gulf Coast Graphix 
Huntington Learning Center 

Loper Law, LLC 
Mobile Memorial Gardens Cemetery 

Rock & Roll Off’s  
Singing River Health Systems 

Spot of Tea, LLC.  
Treasured Moments Lifestyle Photography 

Uniti Fiber 
 

Friends of the Chamber 
ABC Signs 

Above & Beyond Yoga & Salt Therapy 
Coca-Cola Bottling Company United, LLC.  

Dick Russell's BBQ 
Godfathers Pizza 

Holiday Inn I-10 West 
Kalifeh Bedsole Adams PC 

Magnolia Mortgage Company 
Popular Home Waterproofing Inc. 

Proshield Pest Control 
The Shoulder of the Central Gulf Coast 

Touching Hearts Senior Care 

AMTRAK TO RETURN TO MOBILE: Amtrak, freight 
operators and the Alabama State Port Authority have 
agreed to allow for passenger rail service along the Gulf 
Coast corridor, AL.com reported. The service will include 
the connection from New Orleans to Mobile, with four 
stops likely in coastal Mississippi, according to Knox Ross 
of the Southern Rail Commission. “This is a giant step 
forward in getting passenger rail back to Mobile,” he 
added. A joint statement from Amtrak, CSX, Norfolk 
Southern and the Alabama State Port Authority indicated 
that proceedings before the U.S. Surface Transportation 
Board would be halted before the board’s ruling, which 
had been scheduled for December 7. In the proceedings, 
it had been argued whether the freight companies that 
own the 120-mile-long line would be obligated to allow 
passenger service on it. Details are to be shared at the 
commission’s meeting in Mobile on December 9. 

 

LAMAR ADVERTISING CELEBRATES 120 YEARS: Lamar 
Advertising is celebrating 120 years of helping national 
and local businesses and brands engage audiences. 
Headquartered in Baton Rouge, the local Lamar office is 
on Halls Mill Road in Mobile and provides an extensive 
inventory of bulletins, posters and digital displays. Lamar 
went public in 1996 with $102 million in annual 
revenues, a stock price of $16 per share, 800 employees 
and a market cap of approximately $500 million. In 2022, 
Lamar’s annual revenues are expected to exceed $2 
billion. It has 3,500 employees, and its market cap 
exceeds $8 billion. It now has 155,000-plus billboards in 
46 states.  

 
JAGUARS BREAK RECORD OF MOST WINS IN SEASON: 
The 2022 University of South Alabama football team has 
set a number of school records already, including most 
wins in a season since moving to the National Collegiate 
Athletics Association Division I in 2012. The Jaguars are 9
-2 overall and 6-1 in Sun Belt games and close the regular 
season tomorrow at Hancock Whitney Stadium against 
Old Dominion. The team will learn its bowl destination 
and opponent on December 4. It may play in the Sun Belt 
Conference championship game against Coastal Carolina 
University next Saturday, which would mark the Jaguars’ 
first title game appearance, if it beats Old Dominion and 
Troy loses to Arkansas State. 

 3 
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 Business Luncheon 

TIME: 11:30am - 1:00pm 

WHERE: John C. 

Williams Auditorium  

RSVP: 251.666.2846 or 

www.swmcchamber.com 

GUEST: Bradley Byrne 
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25 
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https://baybusinessnews.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ffeaf49d63bf58e5dc962c0f&id=3db7a73137&e=2a2424fbab
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Bradley Byrne has been named the next president and  

chief executive officer of the Mobile Chamber. He has  

more than 30 years of experience as an attorney in  

private practice and more than two decades of public  

service. He is widely regarded as a thought and action  

leader who gets things done. 

Bradley spent four terms in the U.S. House of  

Representatives serving on the Armed Services  

Committee and the Education and Labor Committee,  

where he chaired the Workforce Protections  

Subcommittee. He was appointed by two Speakers to  

the prestigious Rules Committee.  

In Congress, Bradley was known as a fierce supporter of business and industry, often 

leading on important issues where his experience in labor law, workforce training, and 

education policy gave him a unique perspective. Bradley has led initiatives that have 

increased access to education and job training, benefiting Alabama’s workforce and 

businesses alike.   

Prior to serving in Congress, Bradley was an elected member of the Alabama State Board 

of Education and the Alabama State Senate and was appointed as the Chancellor of 

Alabama’s two-year college system. He also chaired Alabama’s Workforce Planning 

Council. 

As a lawyer, Bradley has represented numerous clients before the National Labor 

Relations Board (NLRB), the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC), and the 

Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA). As a member of Congress, he 

frequently dealt with these agencies and with the Department of Labor, including its 

Wage and Hour Division.  

Bradley is married to Rebecca Byrne, who is the president and CEO of the Community 

Foundation of South Alabama, and together they have four adult children.  

EVENT TICKETS ARE LIMITED. RSVP to reserve your seat! Tickets can be purchased online 
at www.swmcchamber.com or call the office to pay by phone at 251-666-2488. 

DECEMBER 

Bradley Byrne 

FRANKLIN'S STARTER & ALTERNATOR 
 
 
 
 

     Franklin’s Starter & Alternator was founded in 
1979 by Ray & Gayle Speights in Theodore, AL. 
Purchased in 2000 by Chuck & Debbie 
Badalamenti.  We moved into our "new" building in 
August,  2008 at 6170  Sperry Road.  We specialize 
in repair or replacement of D.C. Electric Motors, that 
is starters, alternators, winch motors, 
hydraulic  motors, tail gate motors, starter generators 
for golf carts, golf cart motors (36 & 48 & 72 volts), 
generators for older tractors, steering motors for 
boats. 
 We have two technicians who specialize in the 
work on these types of motors.  We have a twenty 
four hour phone number and are available on week 
ends and on holidays at our shop. 

If you’re interested please contact 

dpippin@mcpss.com  

Grand 
Opening  
December 
9th 4-9pm   

 
7921 Tanner Williams 

Road, Suite C  
Owner: Tina Poiroux 

Door Prizes/Food/Music 

mailto:dpippin@mcpss.com


Pro 1 Painters 

(251)621-1100 

Terri Hoag, LICSW, SAP 

(727)422-4656 

White Willow 

(251)404-0356 

C Spire  

(251)270-9159  

 

 
 
What is the Difference Between Mailchimp and Hubspot? 
 
If you have been looking at email marketing platforms, you 
might have already heard of Mailchimp and Hubspot. These 
two businesses provide vital software tools to assist 

marketers in managing their email campaigns and client interactions.  
 
Here, we'll examine the differences between these platforms so you can decide which is best for your small business. 
Though they take different approaches, they both present comparable solutions. 
 
 
Mailchimp 
 
Mailchimp has assisted individuals like you in marketing their businesses for more than ten years. Mailchimp aids in 
the expansion of your company by managing email lists, writing, delivering and tracking the success of your marketing 
campaigns. Email marketing, email newsletters and email automation are all excellent uses for Mailchimp! 
 
Hubspot 
 
CRM, email marketing and other marketing technologies are all part of the marketing platform known as Hubspot. The 
program is exceptionally user-friendly and highly adaptable. Small businesses should utilize Hubspot since it is simple 
and offers a free trial. Hubspot is undoubtedly worth looking at if you're searching for a tool to manage customer 
interactions for your business. 
 
Both of them provide CMS integrations 
 
The two provide the same fundamental options when it comes to integrations. Hubspot interfaces with Salesforce and 
Zendesk, whereas Mailchimp does the same with those two platforms plus a few others. However, Hubspot goes 
above and above by integrating with Slack and the LinkedIn Sales Navigator. Even though they might not be 
appropriate for all businesses, they could be quite helpful if you have particular requirements or objectives. 
 
Both encourage the management of contacts and retention. 
 
You can build a custom form and landing page from scratch using HubSpot. It's a strong tool that enables you to 
customize your landing pages and forms for optimum conversion. 
 
MailChimp, in contrast, also enables you to develop custom forms, although it isn't quite as flexible as HubSpot. In 
light of this, MailChimp's drag-and-drop builder is an excellent option if you don't want to do any coding yourself. 
 
After someone fills out their form, MailChimp and HubSpot provide them the option of creating "thank you!" pages. 
Customers are thanked on these pages for providing their information. They also give businesses the chance to 
request more information from consumers, such as an email address, so that they can be included in email marketing 
lists or informed when new products are put up for sale on the company's website. 
 
Here are a few things to think about if you're unsure of which platform is appropriate for your company: 
 
Is the software user-friendly? 
Does it contain the features required to manage marketing automation, landing pages, and email campaigns? 
How much time and money does it take? 
 
We trust that this post has clarified the distinctions between Hubspot and Mailchimp. Don't hesitate to contact 
Southern View Media if you still have questions about which marketing platform might work best for your company. 
Our Southern View Crew at Southern View Media is always happy to help! 



 

** $15.00 Current Partners  

** $18.00 for Future Partners 

Space is Limited 

RSVP by Paying Online at 

www.swmcchamber.com or  

call 251-666-2846 

 

 

(251) 645-2826 

1401 Schillinger Road N Semmes AL 36575  

 

Seafood Roux Okra Gumbo 

with Rice 

 OR  

Pan Lasagna 

Sides 

French Bread & Green Salad 

Dessert 

Homemade Carrot Cake with 

Cream Cheese Frosting 

By Ron Sivak 
(251) 533-6613 

The former Beckham’s Florist & Gifts property, located at 7850 
Airport Blvd in West Mobile and situated on nearly 2-acres of 
land, was sold last month by owners William and Marjorie 
Singleton for $215,000. The site was picked up by local 
investors, Del/White Joint Ventures. John M. Delchamps of 
Merrill P. Thomas Co. Inc. managed the transaction. Future 
development plans will be announced soon.  
Last month, international franchise Phenix Salon 
Suites announced its latest signed agreement with the local 
operating team of Greg Milam, Zac Ward, Josh Jefcoat and Will 
Hathorn to open a 2,000 square foot space found at 3691 
Airport Boulevard in West Mobile. Phenix Salon’s corporate 
office has expressed the goal of adding more operating teams 
to open another twenty-five sites by 2023.  
Bake My day recently opened a 1,600 square foot second 
location on Old Shell Road in Midtown Mobile called Bake My 
Day Midtown. The locally owned, from-scratch bakery offers a 
variety of baked goods, as well as limited lunch offerings. The 
original site is situated at 156-A N McGregor Ave., close to the 
intersection of Old Shell Road and McGregor Avenue. Last 
month River Bank & Trust (RB&T) opened a new office at 33 
Shell St., Suite 33 in the Saraland Crossing Shopping Center. 
Saraland native and senior vice president Wayne Roe will 
manage the new office. Since opening in 2006, RB&T has 
become one of the largest state-chartered banks in Alabama,  

with assets of $2.7 billion and twenty-two locations, including 
in West Mobile and Daphne. 
Mobile-based law firm, Caldwell Wenzel & Asthana, PC 
recently leased a 1,750 square foot office space found at 1110 
Hillcrest Road in West Mobile, according to Angie and Kaelan 
McArthur of Stirling Properties, who worked for the property 
owner in the deal. Jeff Barnes, also with Stirling Properties, 
represented the tenant. 
John M. Delchamps, Merrill P Thomas Co., Inc represented the 
owners in the sale of a 4,800 square foot Midtown Mobile 
historical property, located at 622 Holcombe Avenue, for 
$55,000. Lamoura Nettles of Exit Realty Lyon represented the 
buyers, J5 Investment Group, LLC., in the transaction. The new 
owners plan to renovate the site for mixed-use residential and 
commercial lease space by early next year.  
Mobile-based Health Connect America has leased some 4,841 
square feet of office space located at 6404 Hillcrest Park Court 
in West Mobile, as reported by Jeff Barnes with Stirling 
Properties, who worked for the property owner in the 
transaction. Josh Hall of CRE Mobile represented the tenant.  
Kalen McArthur with Stirling Properties announced that locally 
owned retailer Healthy Harvest CBD has leased nearly 3,000 
square feet of retail space inside Top Music Plaza at 3656 
Government Boulevard in Lakeside Business Park, in West 
Mobile. McArthur represented the landlord in the transaction. 


