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Happy Fall to all who see this message! Do not adjust your eyes, it is Bryan you are 

seeing and not Chris Black. Chris has reluctantly chosen to step down as board 

president for the remainder of his term due to professional and personal 

obligations. Let’s all wish him well in his future endeavors and definitely reach out to 

him to show your support and to get some expert IT help should the need arise.  

That being said, we are continuing the business of the chamber seamlessly as our board of directors’ bench is strong 

and up to the task! We are heading into quite possibly the busiest season for the chamber and have a lot of exciting 

plans! 

We need your nominations for Citizen of the Year. Help us celebrate an outstanding person who is giving so much to 

our local community. Please see Tina to hand in your nominations and learn about criteria for nomination.  

Our Thanksgiving food drive is beginning, and we need your help to succeed. Last year we gave out 225 full 

Thanksgiving meal kits to local deserving families in the local area. We partner with our local schoolteachers to 

identify the most in need of these blessings. Once identified, the teachers discretely put a voucher into the backpack 

of the child to give to the family. The family then comes to the community center to pick up their turkey with all the 

trimmings. We could not accomplish this fantastic feat without the support of all of our chamber partners. Evonik, 

among others has led the cause year over year donating turkeys. Please see our newsletter and talk to our chamber 

staff to find out how you can participate! 

Our T.A.L.L. student season is ramping up. We have selected 11 of the most outstanding high school seniors to 

represent your chamber. Aside from committing to hundreds of volunteer hours, they are also getting an in-depth 

look at the local business and government community to learn more about what makes our part of the world work.  

From now until next spring take an opportunity to get to know our T.A.L.L. students and learn more about the 

program.  

Our gun raffle ticket sales continue. There are only 200 tickets, and you can be re-entered to win daily for a chance at 

a piece of outdoor gear or a gun sourced from Eddies Pawn on Government. The drawing begins November 1st and 

continues until the tenth so get your tickets now before they’re gone.  

It’s never too early to think about Christmas! We are gearing up for our annual Christmas Parade and Breakfast with 

Santa. We always need partners to join in the parade. Bring your float or unique conveyance to our parade, attended 

by thousands from all over the county and beyond. It’s an excellent inexpensive way to promote your business as 

well as a lot of fun! Stay tuned to our newsletters or ask a diplomat, board member, or chamber staff for details.  

On top of that we are going to continue with excellent speakers at our monthly luncheons, as well as provide great 

opportunities to network at our Coffee with the Chamber events.  

In summary, there are no shortages of opportunities through the end of the year to participate and improve our 

community, have fun, and promote our businesses. We look forward to seeing you there! 

 

Bryan Dewberry 

President, Mission 1st Mortgage 
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Contact the Chamber at 251-

666-2846 or 

info@swmcchamber.com for 

more information.  

Ribbon Cutting 

TIME: 3:00pm 

WHERE: Rabbit Creek Dental 

5000 Rangeline Xing Dr S Ste D 

Mobile, AL 36619 

Coffee with the Chamber  

TIME: 7:30am - 8:30am 

WHERE: John C. Williams 

Auditorium 

Start your morning with Coffee,  
Refreshments, &  
NETWORKING.  

 
Stay for Coffee Chat 

8:30am - 9:00am 

 Business Luncheon 

TIME: 11:30am - 1:00pm 

WHERE: John C. Williams 

Auditorium  

RSVP: 251.666.2846 or 

www.swmcchamber.com 
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Community Advisory Panel  

TIME: 4:30 - 5:30pm 

WHERE: John C. Williams 

Auditorium 

Join fellow Community members 
to engage with local chemical 

industry experts on the 
happenings in our area.  



OCTOBER 

EVENT TICKETS ARE LIMITED. RSVP to reserve your seat!  

Tickets can be purchased online at www.swmcchamber.com  

or call the office to pay by phone at 251-666-2488. 

Kel Boisvert has been the head of Site Service at 
Evonik since 2018. Kel started with Evonik’s 
predecessor company, Degussa, in 1998 and held 
a series of national and international positions 
within the company, including three years in Mobile 
as QUAB site supervisor starting in 2007. Evonik’s 
purpose is the cornerstone of our performance 
pledge: “Leading beyond chemistry to improve life, 
today and tomorrow.” It can be traced back to our 
company’s roots and describes why we do 
something, what drives us and the contribution 
Evonik makes to society over and above 
generating profits.  

At Evonik, we go beyond chemistry to make life a little better day in, day out – a 
goal we are committed to. We aim to have a direct, positive impact on everyone’s 
life by enhancing the properties of our customers’ products. Our purpose is hence 
the driving force behind our strategic decisions, through which we naturally take 
responsibility for the present and future generations.  We may not manufacture tires, 
mattresses, medications, or animal feeds, but Evonik is part of all of those products 
–and many more. While we often contribute only small amounts of material, those 
contributions are precisely what make the difference. That's because Evonik 
products make tires fuel-efficient, mattresses more elastic, medications more 
effective, and animal feeds healthier. That’s what specialty chemicals are all about. 
And when it comes to specialty chemicals, we're among the best in the world. 

Evonik is one of the world leaders in specialty chemicals. The company is active in 
more than 100 countries around the world and generated sales of €15 billion and an 
operating profit (adjusted EBITDA) of €2.38 billion in 2021. Evonik goes far beyond 
chemistry to create innovative, profitable and sustainable solutions for customers. 
More than 33,000 employees work together for a common purpose: We want to 
improve life, today and tomorrow. 





Our Chamber’s mission is to foster, promote, 

advance and improve the civic, commercial 

and general business interests of the 

surrounding areas and to cooperate with 

other communities promoting objectives for 

the improvement of our businesses and the 

welfare of our community. 

Pulled Pork 

Pulled Chicken 

BBQ Beans 

Potato Salad 

Peach Cobbler 

** $15.00 Current Partners  

$18.00 for Future Partners** 

Space is Limited 

RSVP by Paying Online at 

www.swmcchamber.com or  

call 251-666-2846 

 

 

Mike Bedwell is a native of 
Mobile. He has been married 
to Cherri for 36 years. He has 
2 married sons and 2 
granddaughters. He attends 
church at Cottage Hill 
Baptist.  He likes watching 
and playing sports, and 
enjoys the beach and 
movies. He has enjoyed 
getting involved with the 
chamber, making friends and 
helping the community. 

He has worked for 
Accelerated Accounting for 3 years. He is currently the 
manager of their Tillman’s Corner office, where he helps 
clients stay compliant with their federal and state taxes 
while reducing their tax liability, and helps small 
businesses handle their bookkeeping and payroll. 

Prior to that, he worked in the insurance industry for 20 
years, including 10 years where he built an agency from 
scratch. 

(251) 610-4396 



By Ron Sivak 
(251) 533-6613 

 

Mike Reid of Merrill P Thomas Co, Inc. reported 
representing both buyer and seller in the $790,000 sale of 
a 15,000 square-foot office and warehouse building, 
located on 2.69 acres of land at 10023 Lifeline Court in 
West Mobile in September. The seller of the site was 
locally owned JMZ Realty, LLC. The property was picked 
up by Baton Rouge, Louisiana-based Arena Fire 
Protection, who also acquired two adjacent lots, bringing 
the overall footprint up to 5.15 acres. “We are expanding 
our territory to include Alabama and relocating our 
headquarters to Mobile” AFP contact Jeremy Davidson 
said in a prepared statement.  
John Vallas with Vallas Realty reported that an out-of-
town investor plans to develop an 835-unit, high-end 
apartment complex situated near Rangeline Road and 
Interstate 10 in Tillman’s Corner. The acreage is adjacent 
to the Veterans Administration facility and behind the 
retail shops of Rangeline Crossing Drive. $5.8 million was 
paid for the 45-acre mixed-use development. Jacob 
Napper of Gulfbelt Properties represented the buyer in 
the deal and Vallas worked for the seller. Construction is 
slated to start no later than mid-2023.  
New Orleans-based franchise PJ’s Coffee, part of the 
Ballard Brands group, held a ribbon cutting last month for 
a new 1,900 square foot West Mobile space found at 
5000 Rangeline Road in Tillman’s Corner. This has been 
the third opening for the regional coffee house chain in 
the metro area within past few months. The coffee house 
is also currently hiring, and more information can be 
found at www.pjscoffee.com  
Last month the Mobile County Commission, subsidized in 
part with American Rescue Plan funds, allocated  

$4 million toward a future aquatic center at the Mobile 
County Soccer Complex at 3701 Halls Mill Road in West 
Mobile. The Mobile City Council threw in $3 million 
towards the project as well. It is estimated that a sum of 
$15 to $18 million will be needed to initiate build out 
that is anticipated to include an indoor instructional pool 
and separate 50-meter swimming pool for sports 
competitions.  
Columbus, Georgia-headquartered Mentoring & 
Behavioral Services recently leased a 2,500 square foot 
space at University Place located at 820 University 
Boulevard in West Mobile. Nathan Handmacher of 
Stirling Properties represented the landlord in the 
transaction. Manning Courtney of Courtney & Morris 
worked for the tenant. 
Victory Pediatrics recently leased a 2,100 square foot 
space inside Mobile Office Park located at 3929 Airport 
Boulevard in West Mobile, per Jill Meeks with Stirling 
Properties who represented the tenant in the deal. Jay 
Roberds of CRE Mobile worked for the landlord. 



Meet our T.A.L.L. Students 
Rae Bell is a Senior at Theodore High School. She is an Azalea Trail Maid, in the National Honor Society, Key Club, 

and other organizations. Rae is also in the Start South Dual Enrollment Program and plans to study psychology in 

college and eventually become a psychiatrist.  

Clayton Howell is in the Student Government Association at Faith Academy. He is on the Varsity Soccer 

team and also a black belt in Taekwondo. Clayton plans to attend the University of South Alabama, (Go Jags!), 

and study business along with Aerospace Engineering.  

Madison Ivey attends Theodore High School where she is a Theodore Academy Ambassador. Madison is 

on the Varsity Softball & Volleyball team and is an Azalea Trail Maid. She is a Start South Dual Enrollment 

student and hopes to major in Secondary Education in college.  

Jimmie Beth Kuntz is on the Davidson Robotics team at WP Davidson High School. She’s a coach at 

Planet Gymnastics and dreams of working at the White House one day. Jimmie Beth is also the Co-

President of the French club and an Alabama Contemporary Art Center Volunteer.  

Blake Moore is a Senior at Mobile Christian. He’s on the baseball team which has taught him how to lead by 

example. Blake is a class officer and would like to go into business for himself one day.  

Trent Thomas is in the National Honor Society at Cottage Hill Christian Academy. He is on the Varsity 

Basketball and Football team and also plays the saxophone. Trent hopes to continue his athletic career in 

college.  

Chase Travis is a Davidson Invitational Model United Nation student at WP Davidson High School. When Chase 

isn't busy with Varsity Soccer, Football, Cross County or Bowling he volunteers his time with the Ronald McDonald 

Red Shoe Krewe and Coastal Clean Up Mobile. Chase was part of the Mobile United Youth Leadership Class of 

2021.  

Gracie Vo has been on the Director’s List since 9th Grade at Cottage Hill Baptist Academy. Gracie is enrolled in 

the University of Alabama Early College Director’s List but plans on attending the University of Texas next year. 

She is on the Varsity Tennis team and part of the National Society of High School Scholars.  

Anna Watson is a school ambassador for McGill-Toolen. She is the Founder of the Future Medical Leaders 

Club at McGill and the Aquinas Club President. Anna would like to study Neuroscience at Notre Dame then go to 

medical school. When Anna is not starting new clubs at school she is an Azalea Trail Maid, part of the Red Shoe 

Krewe, and a Dance without Limits volunteer.  

Molly Kate Blair attends Baker High School where she is on the dance team, in the Key Club and a Baker 

Hornet Ambassador. Molly Kate is also a member of Daysprings Baptist Church and hopes to attend Auburn 

University to major in Biomedical Sciences.  

Ashlyn Buskness is on the Varsity Golf team at UMS-Wright where she earned the UMS-Wright 

Distinguished Scholar Award. Ashlyn teaches a Sunday School class every other week at Cottage Hill Baptist 

Church. She plans to attend college in Alabama then move on to medical school at UAB.  



Bay Business News (BBN) is a 
free weekly email newsletter 
and website that covers the 
latest and most important 
economic and business news 
happening across all business 
sectors in Mobile and Baldwin 
counties. BBN is independent, 
locally owned and focused only 

on the business community of Mobile and Baldwin 
counties. BBN’s business-only newsletter is delivered to 
your inbox each Friday. 
According to the President/CEO of BBN T. Bruce 
MacKinnon, “As a lifelong Mobilian and business owner, I 
felt a great need for more consistent, reliable local 
business news and created this newsletter with my team 
at EWI Media a division of Elevator World, Inc., which has 
been the international business publisher for the elevator 
industry for 67 years. It seems like the perfect time to 
invest in a communication tool that will help assist our 
local business community during this uncertain period and 
beyond.” 
 

https://www.elevatorworld.com/about/


Business Advantage Sponsors 
Diamond 

Evonik Corporation 
 

Platinum 
Holcim 

Integrity IT Services 
Mission 1st Mortgage 

 Mobile County Commission 
Payroll Vault  

 
Gold 

American Power Equipment  
Alabama Power 
Johnny Hatcher 

Pelican Promotions 
Polysurveying 
The Grounds  

 
Silver 

Accelerated Accounting  
Berkshire Hathaway Cooper 

Boys and Girls Clubs of SW Alabama 
Corsentino Chiropractic 

CRE - Mobile  
DEX Imaging 

Family Security Credit Union 
Fremin Ventures, LLC 

Gulf Coast Graphix 
Huntington Learning Center 

Loper Law, LLC 
Mobile Memorial Gardens Cemetery 

Rock & Roll Off’s  
Singing River Health Systems 

Spot of Tea, LLC.  
Treasured Moments Lifestyle Photography 

Uniti Fiber 
 

Friends of the Chamber 
ABC Signs 

Coca-Cola Bottling Company United, LLC.  
Dick Russell's BBQ 
Godfathers Pizza 

Holiday Inn I-10 West 
Kalifeh Bedsole Adams PC 

Magnolia Mortgage Company 
Proshield Pest Control 

The Shoulder of the Central Gulf Coast 
Touching Hearts Senior Care 

As Per Bay Business News Victory Health Partners 

recently welcomed  Matthew Gee, MBA, to its 2022 

board of directors. Gee is CEO and administrator of 

Alabama Orthopaedic Clinic, P.C. and Gulf Coast 

Surgical Partners, LLC in Mobile. “With a passion for 

cultural and team development, Gee has a vested 

interest in building teams and empowering positive 

change within the healthcare space,” the press 

release says, adding, “His experience in healthcare 

empowers him to lead and equip his practices with a 

better understanding of well-rounded, quality-based 

standards of care.”  

https://baybusinessnews.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ffeaf49d63bf58e5dc962c0f&id=e21206b10f&e=2a2424fbab


Treasured Moments Lifestyle Photography is the 

SouthWest Mobile County Chamber’s exclusive 

photographer. Owner, Cheryl Nicholls, is also a Diplomat 

at the Chamber. You will see Cheryl at our Monthly 

Business Luncheons, Coffee with the Chamber or any of 

our other monthly events taking fantastic pictures. The 

Chamber appreciates all the beautiful portraits and time 

that Treasured Moments Lifestyle Photography provides. 

If you or your business are interested in new head shots, 

portraits or photographs of a business event, please 

contact Cheryl Nicholls at cherylanicholls@outlook.com.  



Chamber and Community Center Staff 
 
 

      Executive Director       Executive Assistant            Rental Specialist                     
       Tina Poiroux, AACE  Courtney Jackson                         Susan Williams  
   tpoiroux@swmcchamber.com    cjackson@swmcchamber.com           swilliams@swmcchamber.com           
 
     
Event Specialist - Glennan Palframan         Custodial / Maintenance - Calvin Dickerson 

 
 

CONTACT US @ 251-666-2488 or the Chamber at 251-666-2846    www.swmcchamber.com 

Empowering Business SIGN UP TO RECEIVE OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

AND OTHER CHAMBER OPPORTUNITIES  

BY EMAILING US AT  INFO@SWMCCHAMBER.COM 

October 12, 2022 

9am - 6pm 


