
 

August 2022 



Letter From the President 

“Empowering Business” 
Chris Black 

Our Chamber’s mission 

is to foster, promote, 

advance, and improve 

the civic, commercial, 

and general business 

interests of the sur-

rounding areas and to 

cooperate with other 

communities promoting 

objectives for the  

improvement of our  

businesses and the 

welfare of our  

community. 
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If you missed Kid’s Day this year, you missed a grand old time.  

Thousands of children, hundreds of volunteers, and countless 

vendors and organizations all came together to make this our best 

event yet. An event of this magnitude isn’t possible without our 

amazing sponsors who have each contributed in each of their own 

way, and we are extremely grateful for their support.   

Our T.A.L.L Scholarship Class of 2023 has already hit the ground 

running, dedicating time serving our community with their volunteer 

hours.  Soon they will be touring businesses around our city, as well 

as spending time with City and County leaders.  We are excited to see 

these future leaders grow through this program.  There are a few ways 

you can help support these young adults.  During our monthly 

luncheons you can purchase split the pot tickets, you can come out 

and support Roll’n Smoke which is our Car Show and BBQ Cookoff, 

set your Amazon Smile donations to support Southwest Mobile 

County Chamber of Commerce Foundation, or you can simply make a 

donation at the office.   

Our partnerships continue to grow within our business community 
and our Chamber staff have worked diligently to keep us running 
smoothly and to enhance the value of those investments with us.  If 
you or another business you know, have been on the fence about 
joining, now is as good a time as any.  Invest in a partnership with 
your chamber and you are investing in your business as well as your 
community.  We invite you to come visit any time to see what we are 
all about.   
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 Business Luncheon 

TIME: 11:30am - 1:00pm 

WHERE: John C. Williams 

Auditorium  

RSVP: 251.666.2846 or 

www.swmcchamber.com 

Coffee with the Chamber  

TIME: 7:30am - 8:30am 

WHERE: John C. Williams 

Auditorium 

Start your morning with Coffee,  

Refreshments, &  

NETWORKING.  

Diplomats are a 

voluntary position at our 

Chamber. Considered 

the goodwill arm of the 

Chamber, they play an 

essential role in partner 

communication and retention. Being a Diplomat can 

be a time commitment, but will benefit your 

business in addition to benefitting the Chamber. 

Active Diplomats generally receive a higher level of 

word-of-mouth referrals and direct business from 

fellow members. Talking about the Chamber is an 

excellent ice breaker, and the relationship you build 

is just that - yours. Are you looking for a way to 

expand your network and grow your business while 

volunteering for the Chamber? Then contact us 

today info@swmcchamber.com or 251-666-2846.  

Roll N’ Smoke 
September 17, 2022 
9am - 2pm 
Register:  
www.swmcchamber.com 

December 3, 2022 

SAVE THE DATE 

SWMCC 2022 AWARDS 
NOMINATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED 

 

TO SUBMIT A NOMINATION 

VISIT US ONLINE AT 

www.swmcchamber.com 

Citizen of the Year | Community Impact Award 

Teacher of the Year | Volunteer of the Year | 

Diplomat of the Year 

251-243-0902 



AUGUST 

EVENT TICKETS ARE LIMITED. RSVP to reserve your seat!  

Tickets can be purchased online at www.swmcchamber.com  

or call the office to pay by phone at 251-666-2488. 

S. WESLEY PIPES 

EDUCATION:  UMS Preparatory School, 1988; Randolph-

Macon College, Ashland Va., 1992; University of Alabama 

School of Law, J.D., 1995, Cum Laude.   

PRACTICE OF LAW:  Admitted to practice before all trial 

and appellate courts in the state of Alabama in 1995.  

Admitted to practice in the United States Eleventh Circuit 

Court of Appeals (1995) and the United States District 

Courts for the Southern District of Alabama (1995), 

Middle District of Alabama (2000) and Northern District 

of Alabama (2000).  Listed in Best Lawyers; AV rated 

Martindale-Hubbell. 

In private practice in Mobile from 1995 until elected Circuit Judge, 13th Judicial Circuit, 

in November 2018.   

MEMBER:  Mobile Bar Association; Alabama Bar Association; Paul W. Brock Chapter of 

American Inns of Court; Alabama Circuit Judges Association.  



KID’S DAY 2022 



Alan Bottoms 

New Home Specialist  

850-261-5353 

7856 Westside Park Dr Ste E  

Mobile, AL 36695 

Philly Cheesesteak 

Chicken Cheesesteak 

Garden Salad 

Chips  

Dessert 

** $15.00 Current Partners  

$18.00 for Future Partners** 

Space is Limited 

RSVP by Paying Online at 

www.swmcchamber.com or  

call 251-666-2846 

Coastal Human 
Resource Group is a 
Human Resource 
Outsourcing Company 
celebrating 25 years of 
business in Mobile this 
year.  Coastal HR allows 
businesses of any size to 
outsource their 
functions relating to 

Human Resources to include payroll, tax filing, 
human resource administration and compliance, 
benefits management, workers’ compensation 
insurance, time and attendance systems, benefit 
insurance products and employer liability 
management.  Our knowledgeable staff consists of 
professionals with experienced in all facets of 
human resources management.  We pride 
ourselves on being local, right here in Mobile 
alongside you.  

251-478-7444 
4377 Downtowner Loop S 

Mobile, AL 36609 
 

Vote for Business of the 

Month 

www.swmcchamber.com  



Pascagoula-headquartered Merchants & Marine Bank 
(M&M), plans to open a new 2,400 square foot 
location in downtown Mobile at 5 North Royal Street 
this month. The building includes a full-service 
branch, as well as executive offices. Once three stories, 
the building is thought to have been built in the early 
to mid-1800s.  
Since purchasing the property in 2020, the bank has 
worked to restore as many historic elements as 
possible while incorporating modern features. Lyndsay 
Baronet has been named retail bank manager of the 
branch, while continuing to oversee their first location 
opened at 6161 Airport Blvd. West Mobile. A ribbon-
cutting downtown is planned this month. 
Last month local investors purchased a 2,200 square 
foot condominium unit in Dauphin Center Office Plaza 
found at 2864 Dauphin Street, Suite D in Mobile for 
almost $200k ($198,400). Dauphin Center Office 
Plaza is a three-building business space located 
between Premier Medical Centre and Spire Energy.   
The unit sold was leased to Lindamood-Bell Learning 
Center, which will continue their operations at the 
location. Pratt Thomas with Merrill P Thomas Co., Inc. 
represented the buyer in the transaction. Marietta 
Urquhart with White-Spunner Realty worked for the 
seller.   
Cameron Weavil with the Weavil Company reported 
the sale last month of the 5,000 square foot, 2-story, 
former Burch and Hatfield retail space for $335,000 to 
out-of-town investors.  Located at 754 Government St. 
inside the Oakleigh Garden Historic District,  

REAL ESTATE CORNER 
current plans include repurposing the property for 
residential units inside the current footprint. Ellis 
Foster with EXP Realty represented the buyer in the 
transaction. Weavil worked for the seller. 
Margaux, a new, locally owned eatery located at 
7899 Cottage Hill Rd., near the intersection of 
Schillinger Rd. in West Mobile, held a grand opening 
last month on July 20th. The 1,800 square foot 
eatery serves a menu of "elevated Southern fare". 
Hours of operation run from 4pm to 10pm Tuesday 
through Thursday, and 4pm to 12pm on Fridays and 
Saturdays.   
The former Beckham's Florist and Gift Shop 
property, located at 7850 Airport Boulevard in West 
Mobile was recently put up for sale by the Merrill P 
Thomas Co. Inc. with an asking price of $239,500. 
The 2,000 square foot building, sitting on some 
12,123 square foot land, is being managed by 
associate broker John Delchamps.  
A 2,676 square foot stand-alone office building, 
along with a 1,200 square foot warehouse space, 
located at 2463 Eslava Creek Parkway in Mobile sold 
last month for $200,000. The buyer was RPM 
Investments. The seller was Biao Xu. Mike Reid with 
Merrill P Thomas Co. Inc. handled both sides of the 
transaction. 

By Ron Sivak 
(251) 533-6613 



251-653-5900 

251-554-5614 

251-273-4754 

251-338-9254 

251-443-6200 

 

251-662-1244 

251-645-3591 



If you’re interested in hosting 

contact the Chamber for more 

information. 

251-666-2846 or  

info@swmcchamber.com 

Business Advantage Sponsors 
Diamond 

Evonik Corporation 
 

Platinum 
Holcim 

Integrity IT Services 
Mission 1st Mortgage 

 Mobile County Commission 
Payroll Vault  

 
Gold 

American Power Equipment  
Alabama Power 
Johnny Hatcher 

Pelican Promotions 
Polysurveying 
The Grounds  

 
Silver 

Accelerated Accounting  
Berkshire Hathaway Cooper 

Boys and Girls Clubs of SW Alabama 
Corsentino Chiropractic 

CRE - Mobile  
DEX Imaging 

Family Security Credit Union 
Fremin Ventures, LLC 

Huntington Learning Center 
Loper Law, LLC 

Mobile Memorial Gardens Cemetery 
Rock & Roll Off’s  

Singing River Health Systems 
Uniti Fiber 

 
Friends of the Chamber 

ABC Signs 
Coca-Cola Bottling Company United, LLC.  

Dick Russell's BBQ 
Godfathers Pizza 

Holiday Inn I-10 West 
Kalifeh Bedsole Adams PC 

Proshield Pest Control 
The Shoulder of the Central Gulf Coast 

Touching Hearts Senior Care 

FLAG SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE 

The SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of 

Commerce recognizes special individuals through 

our flag display on HWY 90 on patriotic holidays. 

The flag sponsorship allows you to recognize 

special individuals through your $100 donation. We 

will pay tribute to your love ones, veterans, children 

and or businesses each holiday while raising your 

flag to reflect gratitude and appreciation. The 

sponsors name will be displayed on our perpetual 

plaque hanging in the Tillman’s Corner Community 

Center Lobby all year, and we encourage you to 

stop by and  take a look at the individuals who 

have already sponsored a flag for their loved ones.  

For more information  

contact SWMCC office at 251-666-2488  

or email info@swmcchamber.com 



WELCOME MRS. TASHBIN 

Welcome to 
Stephanie 
Tashbin, the 
new principal of 
W.C. Griggs 
Elementary 
School! Mrs. 
Tashbin has 
served as a 
classroom 
teacher, an 
Academy 
Specialist and 
an 
administrator 
during her 18 
years with 
Mobile County 

Public Schools, and has been an assistant principal 
for Citronelle High School for the last five years. She 
graduated from the University of South Alabama 
with a BS in Elementary Education, M.Ed as a 
Reading Specialist, and an Ed.S. in Instructional 
Leadership. “I believe that in order to educate our 
students, we must first know our students,” Tashbin 
said. “This year, I hope to build relationships with 
the students, faculty, staff, and community in order 
to promote a positive and safe learning 
environment.”  The Mission of W. C. Griggs is to 
become educated leaders who challenge ourselves to 
achieve our goals. We will be positive, life-long 
learners who celebrate the greatness in everyone.  

Sponsored By: 





Chamber and Community Center Staff 
 
 

      Executive Director       Executive Assistant            Rental Specialist                     
       Tina Poiroux, AACE  Courtney Jackson                         Susan Williams  
   tpoiroux@swmcchamber.com    cjackson@swmcchamber.com           swilliams@swmcchamber.com           
 
     
Event Specialist - Glennan Palframan         Custodial / Maintenance - Calvin Dickerson 

 
 

CONTACT US @ 251-666-2488 or the Chamber at 251-666-2846    www.swmcchamber.com 

Empowering Business SIGN UP TO RECEIVE OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

AND OTHER CHAMBER OPPORTUNITIES  

BY EMAILING US AT  INFO@SWMCCHAMBER.COM 

Rocky Fremin is a long-time 
resident of Semmes, AL and is 
originally from Chalmette, LA. 
She and her husband Keith 
own and operate 2 companies 
based in the Semmes area that 
serve Mobile & Baldwin as well 
as the Mississippi Gulf Coast 
area. Operating both Rock & 
Roll Offs and Fremin Ventures 
is a 60 plus hour a week 
responsibility, but she makes 
time for her real passion of 

volunteering time for several non-profits, involvement 
in several networking groups as well as being active 
members of the Semmes Chamber and the SWMCC. 
Rocky enjoys Cajun/Creole cooking and in her spare 
time you can find her catering small events and at a 
brick & mortar during the fair in Mobile.   

251-666-2063 251-525-9239 


