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Letter From the President 

“Empowering Business” 

As election season approaches us, we are doing our due diligence 

to educate our voters.  Our monthly luncheon on April 6
th
 will be 

dedicated to allowing running candidates an opportunity to meet 

and greet with attendees.  Each candidate will be given a few 

minutes to speak about the platform on which they run.   

Also in April, we will be graduating our current class of T.A.L.L. 

Scholarship students.  These remarkable young future leaders 

have completed numerous service hours to our community.  They 

met with city leadership including Mobile City Council and Mayor 

Stimpson.  They have been mentored by impactful businesses like 

Evonik, BLP Mobile Paint, and Landshark Promotions.   April 12
th
 

we will welcome them and their families for a presentation of their 

scholarship as we send them off to graduate and move on to their 

college careers.   

As part of our partnership drive Greer’s won the new Propane Grill 
but we are still in our big push for renewals.  Now, more than ever, 
our partners are benefiting from their partnership with the South-
west Mobile County Chamber of Commerce.  There are so many 
benefits like legislative partnerships with Coastal 150, business 
mentoring programs like MasterMind, and networking opportunities 
like Coffee with the Chamber, luncheons, and Business Network-
ing Socials.  A small investment with us equates a huge benefit to 
you and your business.  

Chris Black 

Our Chamber’s mission 

is to foster, promote, 

advance, and improve 

the civic, commercial, 

and general business 

interests of the sur-

rounding areas and to 

cooperate with other 

communities promoting 

objectives for the  

improvement of our  

businesses and the 

welfare of our  

community. 



2022 Officers 
President 

Chris Black, Integrity IT Services 
 

1st Vice President     

Bryan Dewberry, Mission 1
st 

Mortgage  
 

2nd Vice President 

Curtis Polk, BLP Mobile Paints 
 

Treasurer 

Sharon Murrill, Alabama Power Co. 
 

     Secretary  

Josh Woods, The Grounds 

Advisory Board   
Tiffany Ginn - Uniti Fiber 

Theresa Orrell - Polysurveying 

Kay Peace - Individual 

Pete Riehm - CRE Mobile 

Ruth Robinson - Mobile Memorial   

    Gardens Cemetery 

Board of Directors 
John Bedsole - Kalifeh Bedsole Adams 

Stephanie Chestnut - Dick Russell’s  

Mechelle Davis - Infinite Ins. Solutions 

Krisann Dikes - Infinite 30 - Mobile 

Tammy Lyons - Family Security CU 

Chip Menton - Theodore High School 

Christy Myers - Singing River Hospital 

Wes Pipes - Individual 

Paul Radczenko - Evonik  

Elaine Sessions - Roberts Brothers 

Brad Sullivan - Surge Church 

Brian Lancaster - State Farm Ins 

Ex-Officio Board of Directors 
Randall Dueitt - County Commissioner  

Kevin Rodgers - Captain, Precinct II 

Ben Reynolds - City Councilman 
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 Business Luncheon 

TIME: 11:30 - 1:00 

WHERE: John C. Williams 

Auditorium  

RSVP: 251.666.2488 or 

https://swmcchamber.com 

Business Mastermind 

WHERE: Tillman’s Corner 

Community Center 

          TIME: 8:00 - 9:00am  

  

Coffee with the Chamber  

TIME: 7:30 - 8:30am 

WHERE: John C. Williams 

Auditorium 

Start your morning with coffee,  

refreshments &  

NETWORKING.  

Partner Appreciation 

TIME: 3:00 - 5:00pm 

WHERE: Tillman’s Corner 

Community Center 

Join the crowd and help us 

celebrate YOU, with a crawfish boil.  

15 Chamber Office Closed 



April 

Political Forum 

EVENT TICKETS ARE LIMITED. RSVP to reserve your seat!  

Tickets can be purchased online at www.swmcchamber.com  

or call the office to pay by phone at 251-666-2488. 

April Business Luncheon will have a different look this 

year.  SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce is 

hosting a Political Forum for any local , county, and state 

candidates running for office.  The chamber does not endorse 

any candidate, but we provide resources for you to make an 

educated decision on the future of our state government. You 

don’t want to miss out hearing from the candidates and why they 

decided to run for public office. Each candidate will be given 2 

minutes to speak and once the programing is finished you can 

ask questions one on one with each of them.  Lunch will be 

provided by Naman’s Catering and there be limited seating, so 

register and make sure you have a seat at the table to hear from 

our future decision makers across our state. We hope you will 

enjoy the many partners who have already registered for this 

event! 

Election Day 

May 24, 2022 



Mobile County Sheriff 

Buzz Jordan Keith Blackwood 

District Court Judge 

House District 100 

Alabama Supreme  

Court 

District Attorney 

Mobile County School Board 

Secretary of State 

Alabama State  

Senate 

United States   

Senate 

Juvenile Court  

Judge 

Pete Kupfer Mark Shirey 

John Williams Jennifer Wright Chris Callaghan 

Paul Burch 

Johnny Hatcher Clem Richardson 

Ed Packard Jim Zeigler 

Debra Jones Karla Dupriest Pete Rhiem Linda Jensen 

Joe Piggott 

MEET THE CANDIDATES 

Moshae Donald Ed Albritton 



 

** $15.00 Current Partners  

$18.00 for Future Partners** 

Space is Limited 

RSVP by Paying Online at 

www.swmcchamber.com or 

251.623.6423 

4864 Emerald Dr E. 

Mobile, AL  36619 

 

The United Way of Southwest Alabama (UWSWA) 
serves Choctaw, Clarke, Mobile, and Washington 
Counties. Created in 1926 as a Community Chest, 
UWSWA’s mission is to improve the quality of life in 
the community. UWSWA has raised and invested 
more than $240 million into our community to help 
strengthen the capacity of positive community 
progress. The funded programs and initiatives help 
more than 200,000 local people each year.  These 
programs address Financial Stability, Health, 
Education, and Life’s Basic Essentials.  

Advancing the common good is less about helping 
one person at a time and more about changing 
systems to help all of us. We strengthen 
neighborhoods, bolster the health of our 
communities, and change the lives of those who 
walk by us every day by helping and collaborating 
with local nonprofit agencies, government agencies, 
businesses, labor unions, etc., and providing 
financial, volunteer, and advocacy support. 

We also advocate for social issues, convene 
community leaders from across all sectors to solve 
local human services problems, provide volunteers 
for a myriad of local projects, study and address long
-term solutions to emerging social challenges, and 
raise funds through workplace campaigns and 
individual donors. 

For more than 95 years, your contributions have 
helped those most in need, right here in Southwest 
Alabama. Each time you give, advocate, or 
volunteer, you are part of the lasting change. You 
are choosing to LIVE UNITED. 

Entrees 

Cilantro Lime Chicken 

Or 

Seafood Pasta Casserole 

Sides 

Twice Baked Potato Casserole 

Spinach Madeline 

Garden Salad 

Dessert 

Cheesecake with fruit topping 





HOME BOSS INSPECTION We offer top-class inspection services for our clients to help them make 
informed crucial real estate decisions. We have experienced professionals who have been trained in 
the use of the latest inspection technology to ensure quick turnaround times and detailed results. Our 
experts have also been trained to inject maximum integrity and to be thorough in their jobs to ensure 
all aspects of the inspection are covered. Home inspection is our field of expertise, and we combine 
quality hard work and integrity to earn our client’s trust.  

MISSION 1st MORTGAGE Purchasing real property is one of the most basic needs 

and an especially important financial and life goal for most individuals. Considering the 

quantum of finances associated with it, a real property purchase occupies a significant part 

of the financial planning process. There are many dimensions to the decision of purchasing 

a property and that is why Mission 1st Mortgage was created. We strive to provide the best service for those who 

have served. We seek to educate veterans, and first-time home buyers of all walks when it comes to purchases, 

home-ownership, and resources for them in the community. We expect to build a team of enthusiasts that are pleased 

with that service we have provided and hope to develop those relationships into something beyond business.   

LOPER LAW, LLC Located in downtown Mobile, Alabama, Loper Law LLC provides polished and 

professional legal representation with an emphasis on serving Mobile’s small business community. Tom 

earned his law degree from the University of Alabama, his M.B.A. from George Washington University, 

and will earn a Masters in Tax Law from Boston University this fall. Tom is licensed in Alabama, 

Mississippi, and the District of Columbia and has represented clients from around the world. 

SOUTHERN VIEW MEDIA Southern View Media is a digital marketing agency that 

was created to help local businesses understand the complex digital world. We are a 

balance of talent, intuition, business sense, media solutions, and metrics to be a 

creative problem-solving machine that is fueled by client need and driven by results, and 

we are ready to provide businesses with marketing and advertising services at any level. From standing out to 

breaking into a market we help people find you, trust you and share you.  

ROCK & ROLL OFFS Rock & Roll Offs has so much to offer our community and the 

surrounding area. They have enough drivers ready to deliver dumpsters and they can usually 

accommodate same or next day delivery. Rock & Roll Offs has many years of experience in 

the Mobile and Baldwin County areas, and they make sure that their customers get the best 

service possible. Offering quality service and options at affordable pricing with a number of 

waste dumpsters ready to be delivered or picked up anytime, Rock & Roll Offs is a local family-owned Roll Off rental 

company located in Mobile Alabama. They are available 24/7 to answer your questions regarding your waste 

dumpster rentals.  

LIGHTHOUSE BAPTIST ACADEMY At Lighthouse Baptist Academy, students 

have the opportunity to develop their talents and abilities in a safe and nurturing 

environment that encourages a love of learning, a sense of responsibility, and an 

appreciation of the Word of God and its Christian values. While at Lighthouse 

Baptist Academy, students will experience an outstanding academic education, an interdisciplinary curriculum that 

includes a rich experience in the arts, a championship-caliber athletic program, and a broad range of extracurricular 

activities. We are proud to offer a highly demanding, traditional education which prepares young people not only for 

entrance into college but also for leadership roles in our society and service to the Lord.  

It has been the pleasure of the Chamber to recognize the heartbeat of our 

Partnership.  We are a voice for businesses and here to help promote and 

offer opportunities to watch small businesses grow, along with providing 

training classes to improve current business practices.  On May 4th we will 

be revealing the winner of this Award and recognizing the company that has 

excelled in leadership and commitment to entrepreneurship. 

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR 



DICK RUSSELL’S BBQ At Dick Russell ’s we have taken pride in serving good food and 
providing top rate service since 1954 from our original location in Prichard, Alabama. We strive to 
continue these standards at our current location in Tillman’s Corner. We have no tricks to our 
trade. Our goal is to provide quality food with excellent service, 7 days a week from breakfast to 
lunch and all the way to dinner. Being a second-generation family-owned restaurant, we have 
embedded that “family feel” into everything we do, and we want you to feel like family when you 
walk in our front door. Thank you to all of our customers for their continued support. 

 ARBOR METALS  AAP Metals, LLC DBA Arbor Metals is an international trader, processor 

and stocking metal  service center for all grades and thicknesses of stainless steel and aluminum 

strip and coil. We also offer titanium and nickel alloys in sheet and coil products. Founded in 

1984, AAP Metals, LLC DBA Arbor Metals has served customers across industries and geogra-

phy, shipping specialized stainless coils to manufacturers in England, other European markets, 

the Middle East, the Far East, Mexico, and Latin America. Efficient, computerized inventory and 

stocking controls offer fast quote generation and order processing. Additional warehousing facilities in Chicago 

and Los Angeles further ensure the ultimate in convenient, economical order fulfillment and shipping. Discover 

the new standard of efficiency, quality, reliability, and speed of delivery in precision metals. 

THE GROUNDS The Grounds is a year-round entertainment, convention, and commercial 
venue home to several of the Gulf Coast’s largest events. With more than one million annual 
attendees to our campus, we are a leader in the area of community development. In addition to 
The Greater Gulf State Fair, The Grounds has the opportunity to host everything from fellow non-
profits and their respective events to concerts, expositions, corporate events, carnival balls, 
festivals, and community service projects. The Grounds and our board, staff, and volunteers plan 
and implement numerous in-house events from concerts to 5K runs. 

Our 160-acre property is located in West Mobile at the intersection of Cody Road and Zeigler Boulevard. The indoor 
and outdoor facilities are available for almost every type of event imaginable, no matter how large or small. The 
Grounds also has the capacity to host 200+ campers/RVs via individual hookups around the campus. We can also 
provide production/sound/stage equipment, catering, security, sanitation/clean up, and an in-house advertising 
agency via The Grounds’ staff and contractors. 

We are asking all of our Partners to go to our website beginning April 1st to cast your 
vote for your favorite Business of the Year Nominee.  

Votes can be cast daily until April 16
th

 All of these finalists are deserving of this 
award and need your help because the business that receives the most votes will be 

announced at our Small Business of the Year Luncheon on May 4th.   

UNITED WAY OF SOUTHWEST ALABAMA  The United Way of Southwest Alabama 
(UWSWA) serves Choctaw, Clarke, Mobile, and Washington Counties. Created in 1926 as a 
Community Chest, UWSWA’s mission is to improve the quality of life in the community. 
UWSWA has raised and invested more than $240 million into our community to help 
strengthen the capacity of positive community progress. The funded programs and initiatives 
help more than 200,000 local people each year.  These programs address Financial Stability, 
Health, Education, and Life’s Basic Essentials. Advancing the common good is less about 

helping one person at a time and more about changing systems to help all of us. We strengthen neighborhoods, 
bolster the health of our communities and change the lives of those who walk by us every day by helping and 
collaborating with local nonprofit agencies, government agencies, businesses, labor unions, etc., and providing 
financial, volunteer, and advocacy support. 

Roberts Brothers-The Sessions Team For over four generations, Roberts Brothers agents 

have consistently provided superior service to their clients by focusing on their “why”: To 

deliberately live and give without hesitation as life happens while creating an exceptional 

experience. Roberts Brothers’ leadership team and sales associates are synonymous with 

professionalism, integrity, and progress in the Mobile Bay area real estate industry. Roberts 

Brothers consistently maintains the largest listing inventory in the Mobile Bay area and has a 

nationally acclaimed Relocation Department.   



BUSINESS INSIGHT 
Lately, I have had more people asking about starting a 
podcast than usual. I blame the articles that have been 
circulating recently that talk about Joe Rogan getting paid 
$200 million dollars to move his podcast to Spotify. I know 
podcasts are not for everyone. But a huge segment of our 
population enjoys listening to podcasts, and, there can be a 
lot of money in it but, obviously, that shouldn’t be your 
motivation. 
 
Before we go any further, I would be remiss if I did not point 
out that Blue Fish has had a podcast since 2015. For those 
of you who may be unfamiliar, we own and run the website 
mobileal.com and have recorded over 250 episodes of the 
Mobile Alabama Business Podcast. We talk to the movers 
and shakers in our business community and ask them really 
hard questions about what books they read, how they 
spend their down time, and what they think the most 
important thing is that they have learned about running a 
business. So if you enjoy that sort of thing, check it out. 
 
But let’s talk about you. Why would you want to start a 
podcast? Because the chances of you becoming the next 
Joe Rogan are slim to none. But… podcasts can be 
extremely useful for a business. We do them for a couple of 
reasons. The first reason is that I enjoy talking to other 
business owners about what they have learned and what 
has helped them get to where they are. File this under 
“study success if you want to be successful”. These 
discussions have been helpful for me as an entrepreneur.  
 
The second reason we do them is because podcasts are a 
great way to generate engaging content for your business 
that drives traffic. We spend about 1-hour recording each 
episode. From that hour, I get the actual recording, which 
we post to our website. We also post the transcript to our 
website which does amazing things for our SEO. The audio 
gets posted to Spotify, Google Play, iHeartRadio, Amazon 
Music, and Apple Podcasts. We create posts for Facebook, 
Linkedin, and Instagram letting people know that we posted 
a new episode. We also post it to our stories. And I am sure 
we are missing a few other ways that it gets used. One hour 
or less of conversation gets us all of that content. 
 
As you can see, it is a very convenient way to generate 
content and reach. But before you jump down the rabbit 
hole, make sure of a few things. Make sure that you can 
commit to the schedule. I will admit that the pandemic has 
thrown us off our schedule a bit, but we usually release 
episodes once a week. Make sure you are comfortable 
talking with people. Fortunately, when you start you won’t 
have a huge audience so you will have time to mature as a 
host, but you want to make sure this is not an energy-
draining activity. And finally, make sure you don’t make the 
podcast too general, but more importantly, make sure you 
don't box yourself in.  
 
Well, that’s a wrap! I want to thank you for reading my 
article. If you have any questions or comments email me at 
marcus@bluefishds.com and we’ll get the conversation 
started! 

 

Marcus Neto 

Blue Fish 

(251) 654-3698 

http://bluefishds.com  

Who Are My Elected Officials? 
Commissioner Randall 
Dueitt, a native of Theodore 
and lifelong resident of 
Mobile County, was elected 
to represent the people of 
District 3 in 2020. He is a 23-
year veteran of the Mobile 
County Sheriff’s Office and 
views service as District 3’s 
Commissioner to be a 
natural progression of his 
previous quarter-century of 
public service in law 
enforcement.  A guiding 
principle for his service is to 
leave the community better 
than he found it. 

His goals are to contribute to 
the successful growth of Mobile County by listening to 
constituents, assisting economic development efforts 
through partnerships and collaboration, and supporting 
schools, community centers, and local businesses. 
Commissioner Dueitt believes it is important that he be 
an active participant in the success of his community and 
has pledged to be available, transparent, and productive 
as District 3’s Commissioner. 
He firmly intends to spend the majority of his time in 
District 3, not in the County Commission office downtown, 
as this is the only way to ensure he is able to be 
accessible and to meet the needs of his District, such as 
those related to infrastructure and economic development 
of parks and recreation facilities. An avid outdoorsman, 
he believes in the importance of protecting and providing 
community access to the area’s natural resources, 
especially since Mobile County’s Bay and Gulf coastlines 
form the east and south borders of District 3.  

Commissioner Dueitt has four children who attend Mobile 

County Public Schools.   

http://mobileal.com
mailto:marcus@bluefishds.com
http://bluefishds.com


A local speculator has purchased the 6,745-square-foot, 
single-tenant retail building found at 5412 Cottage Hill 
Road in West Mobile. The purchase price was $482,150, 
and the building will house a liquor store. Angie McArthur 
and Nathan Handmacher with Stirling Properties handled 
both sides of the transaction for the seller and buyer. 

D.R. Horton has purchased the 120,000-square-foot former 
JCPenney building located in the Spanish Fort Town 
Center found at 22000 Town Centre Avenue. The developer 
plans to renovate the building and relocate its Gulf Coast 
regional offices to the site. Angie McArthur and  Jeff Barnes 
with Stirling Properties worked for the seller and buyer in 
the transaction. 

A 5,000 square foot commercial building, sitting on 1.67 
acres of land at 174 Baldwin Rd. in Satsuma was recently 
sold to a trucking transport company $310,000. The buyer 
will use building for office and service work. James 
Henderson with Realty Executives Bay Group represented 
both the buyer and seller in the transaction. 

Mike Reid with Merrill P. Thomas Co, Inc reported that a 
1,268 square foot rental property located at 2566 Dauphin 
St. in Midtown Mobile was recently sold by Billy and 
Rebecca Williams to Rhodes Properties 1, LLC. The site will 
be converted into commercial use by the buyers while the 
sellers are building new office space in the area, according 
to Reid who handled both sides of the transaction. 

Monet Candle Company has leased some 2,500 
square feet of retail space found in Palmetto 
Place Shopping Center located at 960 S. Schillinger 
Road in West Mobile and plans to open in April. Angie 
McArthur with Stirling Properties handled the 
transaction. 

An 1,172 square foot office space found at 4464 Old 
Shell Rd., Unit C, at the intersection of Springhill and 
McGregor Ave behind Pollman's Bakery in Mobile, was 
recently leased by a local business owner. Mike Reid 
with Merrill P Thomas Co, Inc. represented both the 
landlord and tenant in the transaction.   

A longtime, locally owned barber shop recently sold at 
35 Harris Ave in Saraland for $80,000. It was 
purchased by another local barber and will continue to 
operate uninterrupted.  James Henderson with Realty 
Executives Bay Group handled the transaction for both 
the buyer and seller on the deal. 

A local investor has purchased some 44 acres of land 
on Stroh Road in Spanish Fort. The land is part of the 
Malbis Plantation property to be used for future 
residential development. Andrew Dickman with Stirling 
Properties represents  Malbis Plantation.  Jeff Barnes 
with Stirling Properties worked for the buyer. 

By Ron Sivak 
Mission 1st  Mortgage 

REAL ESTATE CORNER 



As a former business owner and 

customer of Coastal Human 

Resource Group (Coastal H.R.) for 

12 years, Sherry Burckhartt is now 

a Business Development Specialist 

for Coastal H.R. Sherry has a 

unique perspective that she brings 

to her clients, understanding both 

sides of the payroll and Human 

Resource equation. Sherry’s 

passion is problem solving, and 

she has a knack for immersing 

herself into her client’s business to provide an unparalleled 

customer experience. Business is hard enough without 

having to worry about the details of payroll, benefits, and 

human resources. 

Although new to the role of Diplomat for the Southwest 
Chamber of Commerce, Sherry is a native of South 
Alabama. Additionally, she is married, a mother to five 
children and one dog, and spends most of her free time in 
the yard or on the water.  

Chamber and Community Center Staff 
 
 

      Executive Director       Executive Assistant            Rental Specialist                     
       Tina Poiroux, AACE  Courtney Jackson                         Susan Williams  
   tpoiroux@swmcchamber.com    cjackson@swmcchamber.com           swilliams@swmcchamber.com           
 
     
Event Specialist - Glennan Palframan       Custodial / Maintenance - Calvin Dickerson 

 
 

CONTACT US @ 251-666-2488 or the Chamber at 251-666-2846    www.swmcchamber.com 

Empowering Business 
SIGN UP TO RECEIVE OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

AND OTHER CHAMBER OPPORTUNITIES  

BY EMAILING US AT  INFO@SWMCCHAMBER.COM 

Kayla Murray 

251.517.9425 

kayla@pelicanpromosllc.com 

The Sessions Team 
The best award they could  

ever receive is your trust in  

allowing them to be your agent! 
 

ElaineSessions@RobertsBrothers.c

om 

Excellence, Experience, Expertise 


