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Our Chamber’s mission 
is to foster, promote, 

advance, and improve 
the civic, commercial, 
and general business 
interests of the sur-

rounding areas and to 
cooperate with other 

communities promoting 
objectives for the  

improvement of our  
businesses and the 

welfare of our  
community. 

 

Letter From the President 

Laissez les bon temps rouler!  Mardi Gras season is in full swing. Ornate 
floats, masked riders, and revelers alike have taken to the streets in full 
force. In grand style, we held our Annual Awards Gala, and if you were 
unable to attend, it was a great time for all. The food provided by Grand 
Catering of Mobile, the entertainment provided by SoFree of University 
of Mobile, and many thanks to all of our presenters and guest speaker, 
Keith Blackwood, for making this a grand evening. 
 
Amidst the carnival season we are still working hard here at the South-
west Mobile County Chamber of Commerce. We continue to focus on 
growing our partnerships, emphasizing the value in which they receive 
through that partnership, and maintaining our involvement with and 
presence in the community around us. One of those community events 
which we are proud to host is our First Responders Day on March 29th.  
This is our day to say thank you to all first responders for all that you do 
for us.   
 
As a reminder, there are just a few days left to turn in your partnership 
renewals to be entered into our drawing. The drawing will take place at 
our March Business Luncheon and one lucky partner will take home a 
stainless propane grill. We encourage everyone to help us work toward 
reaching our goal this year of 275 Chamber partners!  
 
In closing, I would like to recognize the recent loss of one of our part-

ners, David Carpenter with Upspyre. David was formally a Diplomat for 

our Chamber and served with many others in our community. He was 

well respected in the business community and will be truly missed. Our 

thoughts and prayers go out to his wife, children, and family.   

Chris Black 

“Empowering Business” 



 

 

Board of Directors 

2022 

Advisory Board   

President 
Chris Black, Integrity IT Services 

 

1st Vice President     
Bryan Dewberry, Mission 1

st 
Mortgage  

 

2nd Vice President 
Curtis Polk, BLP Mobile Paints 

 

Treasurer 
Sharon Murrill, Alabama Power Co. 

 

     Secretary  
Josh Woods, The Grounds 

 

John Bedsole, Kalifeh Bedsole Adams 

Stephanie Chestnut, Dick Russell’s  

Mechelle Davis, Infinite Ins. Solutions 

Krisann Dikes, Infinite 30 - Mobile 

Tammy Lyons, Family Security CU 

Chip Menton, Theodore High School 

Christy Myers, Singing River Hospital 

Wes Pipes, Individual 

Paul Radczenko, Evonik  

Elaine Sessions, Roberts Brothers 

Brad Sullivan, Living Word Church 

Brian Lancaster, State Farm 

Ex-Officio Board of Directors 
Randall Dueitt - County Commissioner  

Kevin Rodgers - Captain, Precinct II 

Ben Reynolds - City Councilman 

 

Tiffany Ginn, Uniti Fiber 

Theresa Orrell, Polysurveying 

Kay Peace, Individual 

Pete Riehm, CRE Mobile 

Ruth Robinson, Mobile Memorial   

    Gardens Cemetery 

 Business Luncheon 
 

TIME: 11:30 - 1:00 
 

WHERE: John C. Williams 
Auditorium  

 
RSVP: 251.666.2488 or 

https://swmcchamber.com/ 
 

   

2 

Business Mastermind 
 

WHERE: Tillman’s Corner 
Community Center 

 
          TIME: 8:00 - 9:00am  

  

10 

15 
Coffee with the Chamber  

 
TIME: 7:30 - 8:30am 

 
WHERE: John C. Williams 

Auditorium 
 

Join us for coffee & 
NETWORKING.  

29 First Responders Day  
 

TIME: 11:00am - 1:00pm 
 

WHERE: Tillman’s Corner 
Community Center 

 
This is a drive-thru style event 

for First Responders! 
Volunteers & Donations  

Needed  



 

 

 

A seasoned chamber professional, Hutto 
has spent the last 13 years as president and 
CEO of the Gilmer Chamber in Ellijay, 
Georgia. Her chamber career started in 
1998 when she was hired as tourism 
director for the Eufaula Barbour Chamber 
of Commerce in her hometown of Eufaula, 
Alabama.  
Throughout her career, Hutto was hands- 
on with the strategic operations, financial 
viability, communications, and brand 
strategies of the organizations she served. 

A collaborative leader, her experience in event management, investor 
relations, governmental advocacy, and fundraising were key skills 
sought by the CCAA board. A 2015 graduate of the US Chamber Institute 
of Organization Management (IOM), Hutto 
served on the board of the Georgia 
Association of Chamber of Commerce 
Executives and earned her Georgia Certified 
Chamber Executive (GCCE) in 2019. 
Hutto lives in Wetumpka with her husband 
Chris, two amazing bonus boys Jacob and 
Jaxon, and their two dogs RC and Moonpie.  

EVENT TICKETS ARE LIMITED. RSVP to reserve your seat!  
Tickets can be purchased online at www.swmcchamber.com  

or call the office to pay by phone at 251-666-2488. 

Paige G. Hutto, IOM 

March 



 

** $15.00 Current Partners  

$18.00 for Future Partners** 

Space is Limited 

RSVP by Paying Online at 

www.swmcchamber.com or 

call 251-666-2488 

 

Chicken & Veggie Wraps 
Chicken & Veggie Flatbreads 

Salad  
Brownies 

Tea & Water 

(251) 776-2362 

7260-B Theodore Dawes Rd 

Theodore,  AL 36582 

For over 20 years, the name of Lighthouse 
Baptist Academy has been associated with 
excellence in education. At Lighthouse Baptist 
Academy, students have the opportunity to 
develop their talents and abilities in a safe and 
nurturing environment that encourages a love 
of learning, a sense of responsibility, and an 
appreciation of the Word of God and its 
Christian values. 
While at Lighthouse Baptist Academy, students 
will experience an outstanding academic 
education, an interdisciplinary curriculum that 
includes a rich experience in the arts, a 
championship-caliber athletic program, and a 
broad range of extracurricular activities. Over 
ninety percent of our graduates attend colleges 
or universities after graduation. 
We know that you are in the midst of a very 
important decision. Your school choice will 
have a profound impact on the life of your 
family for years to come. We would like to 
invite you and your family to come to our open 
house, to visit our school during a regular day 
of classes, and to see for yourself what sets 
Lighthouse Baptist Academy apart from other 
schools. Our admissions staff would be 
delighted to take you inside our classrooms 
and to answer any questions you might have. 
We are proud to offer a highly demanding, 
traditional education which prepares young 
people not only for entrance into college but 
also for leadership roles in our society and 
service to the Lord.  



 

Challenge Yourself  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Join The Women's Resource Center for 
their annual Gala on Tuesday, March 
29th at Mobile Convention 
Center.  This year's guest speaker is Dr. 
Tyler Sexton, Medical Director of 
Pediatrics at Singing River 
Hospital.  Dr. Sexton has spoken 
hundreds of times raising awareness 
about overcoming adversity for the 
disabled. He has written a book 
entitled God Bless These Little Legs 
and been featured in numerous books, 
articles and radio/television 
broadcasts around the country. Some 
of these programs include ABC’s 
20/20, 700 Club, The God Squad, Hour 
of Power, The Helpline, and Focus on 
the Family. His goal is to impact people 
by instilling in them an attitude of 
achievement regardless of the 
disability or situation. He strives to be 
a doctor who gives hope to patients 
instead of worst-case scenarios. 

Focus Women's Conference  is back on 
March 28th with a lineup of incredible 
speakers, workshops, panels, networking, 
vendors, and a career expo. Keynote 
speaker, Nadia Bolz Weber, will deliver a 
message of hope, joy, and encouragement 
on how to radically loving your neighbor. 
The one-day conference will leave you 
with your “cup” full and ready to take on 
the world!  
 
The Focus Women’s Conference seeks to 
encourage, educate, and empower women 
to be successful in their industry and 
community.  This year’s unofficial theme 
is Hope and Joy, and we want you to get 
everything you need to live your life to the 
fullest.  
 
We also have vendor 
booths and sponsorship opportunities. 
Focus Women’s Conference is the perfect 
way to get your brand in front of a key 
target market AND support our mission 
to encourage, educate, and empower 
women.  
 

http://focuswc.com/
https://focuswc.com/2022-conference-schedule/
https://focuswc.com/womens-conference/vendor-application/
https://focuswc.com/womens-conference/vendor-application/
https://focuswc.com/womens-conference/sponsorship-opportunities/


 

Business Insight 

This month we would like 
to showcase City 
Councilman of District 4, 
Ben Reynolds. Ben is a life
-long resident of Mobile. 
A graduate of Theodore 
High School, Ben, and his 
family have been a part of 
the Dog River Community 
for decades.  
 
Ben attended Troy 
University where he 
pursued a career in risk 

management and insurance. After Hurricane Katrina 
struck the Gulf Coast in August 2005, Ben left Troy to 
pursue a career as an independent insurance adjuster in 
South Florida. He spent the next few years in the 
insurance business before returning to his studies at 
Faulkner University where he obtained a Bachelor’s in 
Business Administration.  
 
Ben served as the Riviere Du Chien Property Owners 
President from 2019-2021, was a member of the City of 
Mobile Golf Course Advisory Board, and an 
ambassador for the Mobile Area Water & Sewer 
System.  
 
The Southwest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce 
appreciates the continued support and activism from 
Councilman Reynolds.  

Contact Info:  
251-208-7441  

council4@cityofmobile.org 

Who Are My Elected Officials? 

 
This week we are going to talk about getting physical. 
You might be surprised to learn this but there isn’t just 
one way to get the word out about your goods and 
services. As an advertising agency, we love when we are 
given the opportunity to solve a difficult problem. For 
instance, what do you do when you have a hard-to-reach
-online demographic? Or what do you do if you have a 
small group of individuals who you really need to make 
an impression on to make them into raving fans?  
 
One of your options is to go physical. That’s right, even 
in today’s age of social media, email marketing, Google 
ads, and the like, sometimes you have to go physical.  
 
Take, for instance, a present I received a few days ago 
from Facebook. They have a group called Leaders 
Network that is exclusive to business owners. You have 
to apply to get in. Admittedly, they let me in so the bar is 
pretty low. When I was approved I received a package in 
the mail that contained a really nice water bottle and a 
hat. Facebook didn’t have to do that. Just having access 
to the information in the group was enough. But they are 
attempting to create a group of raving fans and know 
that a little gift goes a long way. 
 
I may be old school but sometimes I think we rely too 
much on digital marketing. Recently we’ve had a few 
situations where the only avenue to reach a group of 
prospects was to send them something physical.  
 
Here is another example. We were the agency of record 
for Bishop State Community College. They had a small 
group of people that they wanted to make sure saw a 
specific message. We brainstormed for a bit and came up 
with a mailer that contains a video screen that allows 
Bishop State to record any message they like and send it 
to someone. In general, direct mail has a rate of return of 
about 1-2%. But someone getting a piece like this in the 
mail is certainly going to pay attention.  
 
Does your business deal with a demographic that is hard 
to reach? Maybe they don’t spend a lot of time online? 
Maybe they don’t really listen to music on the radio, or 
read newspapers or magazines? If so then your only 
option may be to harass them into meeting with you or 
paving the way for a conversation by sending them 
something that they will appreciate.  
 
And just a quick note- if you need any assistance with 
physical products to market your business, we highly 
recommend Landshark Promotions here in Mobile. They 
have access to products at price points less than a dollar, 
more than $100, and everything in between. With tens of 
thousands of products to choose from, you are certainly 
going to find something that fits your brand and budget 
that impresses your target demographic. 
 
 

Marcus Neto 
Blue Fish 
(251) 654-3698 
http://bluefishds.com  

Well, that’s a wrap! I want to thank you for 
checking in. If you have any questions or 
comments or if you want to talk about how Blue 
Fish can help you grow your business just send 
me a message (marcus@bluefishds.com) and 
we’ll get the conversation started! 

http://bluefishds.com
mailto:marcus@bluefishds.com


 



 

 

Charlton Sanitation of West Mobile recently announced a 

merger with A-1 McDuffie Sanitation of Semmes under 

the latter’s name, A-1 McDuffie, according to a news re-

lease. Both local companies are family owned and operat-

ed. Charlton has been operating for 15 years and A-1 

McDuffie has been open for more than twenty. A-1 

McDuffie Sanitation announced that there will be service 

day changes, but the move has been planned for months  

to make this transition as smooth as possible. 

 

Last month the City of Mobile held a groundbreaking for 

the new police precinct located on Dauphin Island Park-

way (DIP) that will assist in centralizing the police pres-

ence in District 3, provide improved facilities for officers 
and help the Mobile Police Department train additional 

recruits, according to Mobile Mayor Sandy Stimson. It will 

also provide residents with community meeting spaces, 

according to a press release.  

 

Local owners Napoleon Bracy, Eddie Baker and Artious 

Walker recently held a groundbreaking for the Box Owl 

Container Park, a new restaurant incubator scheduled to 

open at 267 Dauphin Street in Mobile. The space will give 

new local start-up restaurants an opportunity to offer 

meals to the local area while bypassing overhead costs 

associated with owning a brick-and-mortar space. A grand 

opening for the space is scheduled for May. 

 

Local investors have paid $1.3 million for a 40-acre prop-

erty found on McDonald Road in Theodore. The site is 

situated roughly two miles from the 2.5-million-square-

foot Walmart Distribution Center, according to Pete 

Riehm with CRE Mobile who worked for the sellers. 

Mamun Siddiq of ReMax Partners, represented the buyer 

in the transaction.  

 

Chris Harle with White-Spunner Realty reported that a 

local investor has paid out roughly $1 million for the 

6,200-square-foot former Big City Toys space found at 

4504 Old Shell Road in West Mobile. Trey Langus of 

Transworld Brokers worked for the seller. Harle repre-

sented the buyer.  

 

Prairie du Sac, Wisconsin based fast-casual restaurant 
Culver's has opened its new West Mobile footprint found 

at 3930 Airport Blvd. The franchise-based chain is known 

for fresh frozen custard, cheese curds and ButterBurgers 

among other selections .  

 

 

 

AAA USA has leased some 7,066-square-feet of office 

space located inside the RSA Battle House Tower at 11 

North Water Street in downtown Mobile. Jill Meeks 

with Stirling Properties represented the tenant in the 

transaction. 

 

West Mobile-based E.J. Saad Law Firm has leased roughly 

2,100-square-feet of  office space located at 524-A Boule-

vard Park Suite W, also in West Mobile. Jill Meeks 

with Stirling Properties handled the transaction on behalf 

of the landlord. 

 

By Ron Sivak 
Mission 1st  Mortgage 
(251)289-1141 

 

“Empowering Business” 



 

Congratulations to Officer William Mullen on 

receiving the Outstanding Officer of the Month 

Award for February 2022. Officer Mullen was 

presented the award for his hard work and 

dedication to our community.  

 
Our 2022 President, Chris Black, presented Officer 

Mullen with the award at our January Business 

Luncheon. We appreciate Officer Mullen’s 

commitment and outstanding service.   

Libby Smith 
2001 W. I-65 N Service Rd 

Mobile, AL 36618 

(800) GET-ROTO 

Karen Simmons 
721 Oak Circle Dr E 

Mobile, AL 36609 

(251) 423-8245 

Karen Simmons 
721 Oak Circle Dr E 

Mobile, AL 36609 

(251) 423-8245 



 

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

AND OTHER CHAMBER OPPORTUNITIES  

BY EMAILING US AT INFO@SWMCCHAMBER.COM 

Empowering Business 

Chamber and Community Center Staff 
 
 

      Executive Director       Executive Assistant            Rental Specialist                     
       Tina Poiroux, AACE  Courtney Jackson                         Susan Williams  
   tpoiroux@swmcchamber.com    cjackson@swmcchamber.com           swilliams@swmcchamber.com           
 
     
Event Specialist - Glennan Palframan       Custodial / Maintenance - Calvin Dickerson 

 
 

CONTACT US @ 251-666-2488 or the Chamber at 251-666-2846    www.swmcchamber.com 

    Amanda Edwards is the 
    owner and President of 
    Poplar Home  
    Waterproofing where she 
    oversees daily operations 
    and communications. 
    Amanda has owned  
    Poplar Home with her 
    husband William since 
    2019, when they moved 
    from Charlotte, NC to be 
closer to Amanda's family. Since starting their 
business, Amanda and William have helped over 350 
clients in and around Mobile with their crawl space 
and home improvement needs.  Amanda is a 2013 
graduate from UNC-Charlotte, where she earned a 
B.S. in Psychology. Amanda and William are the 
proud fur-parents of 4 dogs and 2 cats and enjoy 
spending their time in the community volunteering 
and attending events. In her spare time, Amanda 
enjoys anything outdoors, reading books, and 
working towards starting her non-profit. Amanda and 
Poplar are newer members of the SWMC Chamber 


