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Our Chamber’s mission 
is to foster, promote, 
advance and improve 
the civic, commercial, 
and general business 
interests of the sur-

rounding areas and to 
cooperate with other 

communities promoting 
objectives for the  

improvement of our  
businesses and the 

welfare of our  
community. 

 

Letter From the President 

February is often referred to as the month of love so I would 
like to take an opportunity to talk about how much we, here at 
the Southwest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce love 
our partners, community, and all the amazing organizations 
with whom we’ve had the honor to work.   
As a Chamber of Commerce, our partners are one of our pri-
mary focuses. We love to see the prosperity and growth as 
business partners come and network with other like-minded 
businesses. Our partners get to hear from industry leaders at 
our monthly luncheons, network in smaller groups at our Cof-
fee with the Chamber, and brainstorm with other business 
owners at our Mastermind sessions. All of these methods 
make us successful at empowering business.   
Our community is extremely important as well. They are the 
backbone of our businesses, support our endeavors, and we 
all come together in times of need. The Chamber supports 
our community with events like Kids Day, where we provide 
book bags full of school supplies, and our Thanksgiving Food 
Drive, where we are able to help feed families in need.    
There are some outstanding individuals and organizations 
alike that continue to stand out through selfless service.  We 
love to recognize these people at our Annual Awards Gala 
and this year we have some great ones to share.  Our Citizen 
of the Year is Sgt Jeremy March with Cops For Kids, Spirit 
Award is Georgia Roussos with Georgia Roussos Catering, 
Volunteer of the Year is Stephanie Chestnut with Dick Rus-
sell’s BBQ, Diplomat of the Year is Courtney Jackson
(SWMCC’s newest admin assistant), and lastly the Impact 
Award is Polysurveying. Please join us in honoring these 
great people on Feb 11

th
 at 6:30PM 

 

Chris Black 

“Empowering Business” 



 

 

Board of Directors 

2022 

Advisory Board   

President 
Chris Black, Integrity IT Services 

 

1st Vice President     
Bryan Dewberry, Mission 1

st 
Mortgage  

 

2nd Vice President 
Curtis Polk, BLP Mobile Paints 

 

Treasurer 
Sharon Murrill, Alabama Power Co. 

 

     Secretary  
Josh Woods, The Grounds 

 

John Bedsole, Kalifeh Bedsole Adams 

Stephanie Chestnut, Dick Russell’s  

Mechelle Davis, Infinite Ins. Solutions 

Krisann Dikes, Infinite 30 - Mobile 

Tammy Lyons, Family Security CU 

Chip Menton, Theodore High School 

Christy Myers, Singing River Hospital 

Wes Pipes, Individual 

Paul Radczenko, Evonik  

Elaine Sessions, Roberts Brothers 

Ex-Officio Board of Directors 

Randall Dueitt - County Commissioner  
Kevin Rodgers - Captain, Precinct II 

Ben Reynolds - City Councilman 

 

Tiffany Ginn, Uniti Fiber 

Theresa Orrell, Polysurveying 

Kay Peace, Individual 

Pete Riehm, CRE Mobile 

Ruth Robinson, Mobile Memorial   

    Gardens Cemetery 

 Business Luncheon 
 

TIME: 11:30 - 1:00 
 

WHERE: Tillman’s Corner  
Community Center 

 
RSVP: 251.666.2488 or 

https://swmcchamber.com/ 
 

   

2 

Business Mastermind 
 

WHERE: Tillman’s Corner 
Community Center 

 
          TIME: 8:00 - 9:00am  

  

10 

14 Happy Valentine’s Day! 

15 Coffee with the Chamber  
 

TIME: 7:30 - 8:30am 
 

WHERE: Tillman’s Corner 
Community Center  

 
Join us for coffee & 

NETWORKING.  

11 
Annual Awards Gala 

 
TIME: 6:30pm - 8:30pm 

 
WHERE: Tillman’s Corner 

Community Center 
 

Join us for “A Night of 
Stars”  



 

Chief Paul O. Prine was born and raised in Prichard, Alabama and 

graduated in 1990 from C.F. Vigor High School. He and his wife of 26 

years, Kay Sayasane Prine, have three beautiful children. He attends 

Calvary Temple Assembly of God Church and teaches Wednesday night 

bible study. 

 

He has more than 26 years of law enforcement experience. He started his 

career with the Chickasaw Police Department in 1995. He was accepted 

into the Mobile Police Academy in 1997 whereby he graduated at the top 

of his class earning the Academic Award, The Chief’s Overall Excellence 

Award, and was nominated by his peers to be the class president. 

 

In October 2001, he responded to a domestic call where he was shot multiple 

times in the line of duty. He sustained life-threatening injuries. After returning to 

duty, he subsequently earned his bachelor’s degree in Business Administration 

and received his graduate degree in Criminal Justice. 

 

Chief Prine has served in many areas of the Mobile Police Department to include 

Patrol Services, Ranger Unit-Public Housing-Community Patrol, Criminal 

Investigations, FBI Violent Crimes Task Force, Major Crimes Unit, Narcotics and 

Vice Unit, the Mobile County Drug Task Force (Gulf Coast H.I.D.T.A.), and Field 

Operations. He was promoted to the rank of captain in October 2013, whereby he 

assumed command of Precinct Three. In October 2020, he was promoted to the 

rank of major where he commanded the Field Operations Division. 

 

Throughout his career, Chief Prine has earned many accolades that include the 

Chief’s Unit Awards, Chief’s Commendation, Commander Citation, Excellent 

Police Duty, Law Enforcement Commendation Medal, Wounded-in-Service, and 

the Distinguished Service Award. 

  

 

 

 

EVENT TICKETS ARE LIMITED. RSVP to reserve your seat!  
Tickets can be purchased online at www.swmcchamber.com  

or call the office to pay by phone at 251-666-2488. 

February 

Chief Paul O. Prine 



 

** $15.00 Current Partners  

$18.00 for Future Partners** 

Space is Limited 

RSVP by Paying Online at 

www.swmcchamber.com or 

call 251-666-2488 

 

Create Your Own Pasta 
Station: 

 Pastas: Spaghetti | Fettuccine  
Sauces: Alfredo | Meat Sauce | 

Marinara 
 Toppings:  

Grilled Chicken | Meatballs | 
Italian Sausage 

Served with their famous 
salad and fresh baked bread 

sticks 

5219 Hwy 90 W. Ste C  
Mobile, AL36619 

251-206-7138 

At Dick Russell’s we have taken pride in serving 

good food and providing top rate service since 

1954 from our original location in Prichard, 

Alabama. We strive to continue these standards at 

our current location in Tillman’s Corner.  We have 

no tricks to our trade.  Our goal is to provide 

quality food with excellent service, 7 days a week 

from breakfast to lunch and all the way to dinner.  

Being a second-generation family-owned 

restaurant, we have embedded that “family feel” 

into everything we do, and we want you to feel like 

family when you walk in our front door.  Thank 

you to all of our customers for their continued 

support and we hope to see ya’ll soon! 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 Our 2022 Award Recipients 
Stephanie Chestnut 

Volunteer of the Year 
 

Patrick Morris 
Teacher of the Year 

Courtney Jackson 
Diplomat of the Year 

Polysurveying 
Impact  
Award 

Citizen of the Year - Officer Jeremy March  

Georgia Roussos 
Spirit Award 



 

251-689-8557 

A Winning Partnership 

Jerry Hamilton 
251.300.1635 



 

 

Without a doubt, the question I get the most 
when discussing our services with anyone is how 
much should they be spending on Advertising. If 
you are like most business owners, money is a 
finite commodity, and there are a ton of things 
pulling at the purse strings. But advertising, if 
done correctly, should be viewed as an 
investment, not an expense. 
 
Henry Ford once said, “Stopping advertising to 
save money is like stopping your watch to save 
time.” 
 
Most people that are involved in sales have 
heard the term Sales Funnel before. Advertising 
and marketing are the activities that bring 
prospects into the top of that funnel. I only state 
this to help you make sense of why advertising is 
so important to a business.  
 
But answer the question already, right? 
 
Most consultants will tell you 5% of gross 
revenue is a good number to be spending on 
advertising. The Small Business Administration 
used to say that businesses under $5 million 
should spend 7-8% of their gross revenues on 
advertising. 
 
 
 

Marcus Neto 
Blue Fish 
(251) 654-3698 
http://bluefishds.com  

To make sure we are speaking the same 
language, your advertising budget refers to all 
costs for things like Google AdWords, social 
media management, custom photos, print ads, 
sponsorships, videos, brochures, billboards, 
etc etc. 
 
If you are currently spending 0%, then 7-8% 
can seem insurmountable. What I typically tell 
people is that if they are below 5%, they need 
to figure out where they are and then increase 
the percentage a bit. If you are at 0%, then 
you have to come up with a reasonable 
budget. 0% is just not going to cut it.  
 
There are times when you will have to go 
beyond your standard expenditure. One of the 
biggest reasons would be the costs for a new 
website or other infrastructure. Those pieces 
are investments in your business that should 
net a trackable return.  
 
Let me share a different perspective with you. 
If you can get to a point where you know your 
cost per acquisition, lifetime value, and some 
other metrics for your business, you will 
understand how much you need to spend in 
order to achieve revenue goals. Again, 
advertising should be viewed as an 
investment, not an expense. If your advertising 
is not generating revenue, you are either not 
spending enough or not spending it in the right 
places. 
 
I want to thank you for supporting the SW 
Mobile County Chamber. If you have any 
questions or comments about Sales or 
Marketing, send me an email at 
marcus@bluefishds.com 

“Empowering Business” 

http://bluefishds.com
mailto:marcus@bluefishds.com


 

Mobile-based risk-management firm Safety 
Plus recently moved its corporate headquar-
ters into the Festival Centre located near the 
intersection of Airport Boulevard and Mont-
limar Drive, after residing 30 years on Halls 
Mill Road in West Mobile. 
 
The new site boasts larger training rooms 
and computer labs. The corporate entrance is 
situated on the north side of the building un-
der the large Safety Plus logo, while the train-
ing and testing entrance is on the east side of 
the building, facing Montlimar Drive.  
Safety Plus plans to add employees this year 
to accommodate growth as the company 
plans to continue  expanding its SafetyPlus-
Web and SafetyPlusWeb  software suites.  
 
T Marie's Ristorante Italiano opened on 2056 
Government Street this past January in the 
Loop area of Midtown Mobile. The West Mo-
bile-based partners were originally part of the 
Mirko Pasta Franchise that was acquired in 
2011 and nestled in Legacy Village.  
"Rather than have a legal issue concerning 
using the name in an unapproved site later, 
we chose to buy our franchise rights out." T 
Marie's owners said in a news release. The 
eatery is also working on obtaining its liquor 
license in the near future.  
 
Jubilee Specialty Wood Products held a 
grand opening last month after relocating to 
a 24,000-square-foot leased office and ware-
house space located at 3447 Armour Avenue 
in West Mobile. Nathan Handmacher 
with Stirling Properties represented the land-
lord and  Greg Cawthon with Remax Gate-
way worked for the tenant in the deal. 
 
Last month Hansen Air Pros leased a 6,300 
square foot warehouse space found at 5285 
Hamilton Boulevard in West Mobile. Jill 
Meeks with Stirling Properties represented 
the landlord in the transaction. Lewis Golden 
with Hamilton & Company LLC worked for  

 
the tenant.  
Wilson Dismukes has acquired an 8,000-
square-foot single-tenant retail building  
located at 10190 Airport Boulevard in West  
Mobile for $455,000. Angie McArthur with 
Stirling Properties represented the buyer in 
the transaction. Wilson Dismukes plans to 
open their new store sometime early this 
year. 
 
Studio 815 is leasing 925 square feet of retail 
space located at 808 Downtowner Boulevard 
in West Mobile. The hair salon is targeting to 
open by early Spring of this year. Jill Meeks 
with Stirling Properties handled the transac-
tion on behalf of the landlord.  
 

Heavenly Grounds has leased a 1,617 
square foot retail space located at 12101 
Highway 57 in Vancleave, Mississippi. The 
coffee company joins existing tenants Family 
Dollar and Baber’s in the retail center and 
plans to open by late spring of 2022. Angie 
McArthur with Stirling Properties handled the 
transaction on behalf of the tenant. 

By Ron Sivak 
Mission 1st  Mortgage 
(251)289-1141 

 



 

Congratulations to Officer Tarnarowia Dailey on 

receiving the Outstanding Officer of the Month 

Award for January 2022.  Officer Dailey was 

presented the award for her hard work and 

dedication to our community.  

 
Our 2022 President, Chris Black, presented Officer 

Dailey with the award at our January Business 

Luncheon. We appreciate Officer Dailey’s 

commitment and outstanding service.   

CORT Business 
Services 

Nathan Spitsbergen 
(850) 549-7525 
www.cort.com 

Antoinette Williams 
Roberts Brothers 

The Sessions Team 
(228) 217-6987 



 

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

AND OTHER CHAMBER OPPORTUNITIES  

BY EMAILING US AT INFO@SWMCCHAMBER.COM 

 
Sheila Murphy has been 

working with FASTSIGNS 

of Mobile for one year as 

a Visual Communications 

Specialist. She brings more 

than 30 years of outside 

sales experience to the 

company.  When she is not 

helping customers with 

signage needs, she enjoys camping, fishing and 

hiking.  

Empowering Business 

CONSIDER BECOMING A BUSINESS 

ADVANTAGE SPONSOR OF YOUR SOUTHWEST 

MOBILE COUNTY CHAMBER. THE BENEFITS OF 

SPONSORSHIP ARE WELL WORTH YOUR 

INVESTMENT. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION E-MAIL 

INFO@SWMCCHAMBER.COM 

Chamber and Community Center Staff 
 
 

      Executive Director       Executive Assistant            Rental Specialist                     
       Tina Poiroux, AACE  Courtney Jackson                         Susan Williams  
   tpoiroux@swmcchamber.com    cjackson@swmcchamber.com           swilliams@swmcchamber.com           
 
     
Event Specialist - Glennan Palframan       Custodial / Maintenance - Calvin Dickerson 

 
 

CONTACT US @ 251-666-2488 or the Chamber at 251-666-2846    www.swmcchamber.com 

This program aims to grow and promote 
the chamber through community in-
volvement, engagement, and education 
of benefits to potential, new, and current 
chamber partners. These representatives 
have opportunities to advance their busi-
ness leadership skills and contribute to 
growth and change in South Mobile 
County. They must be a chamber part-
ner or employed by a chamber partner in 
good standing. We are looking for those 
who demonstrate strong interpersonal 
skills, motivation, and flexibility. Diplo-
mats are individuals who want to stand 
out in their industry, as well as partner 
with our chamber on community events, 
ribbon cuttings, grand openings, 
etc.  Join our team today and see your 
business flourish! 

SWMCC CHAMBER IS NOW ACCEPTING 
DIPLOMAT APPLICATIONS FOR 2022 


