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“In Step With Progress”

A message from the President

Folks, we thought we were on
the backside of the Chinese
corona virus, but it appears it
is still among us. New cases
seem to be keeping pace, but
luckily hospitalizations and
deaths have not surged. The
City of Mobile mask ordinance
is in effect and the vast
majority of people are
complying, so hopefully this
latest measure will finally stem
the tide. Another shutdown is
highly doubtful as it has not shown to be effective; and
businesses and citizens will not survive it nor tolerate
it. Let’s keep up the masking and social distancing, and we
will hopefully put this pandemic behind us soon.
There will probably be another COVID bail out. Look for
extra unemployment benefits to continue, but they will be
modified to ensure workers don’t make more staying at
home rather than returning to work. Unemployment is still
high, but the job recovery has been stronger than
expected. Alabama unemployment fell to 7.5% in June from
9.6% in May.
Despite the pandemic and national social unrest, the
economy continues to chug along. Hospitality is still
suffering, but all other sectors are stable with industrial
actually robust. Incoa Performance Minerals announced a
$100 million investment with 74 new jobs on the Theodore
Industrial Canal. Aldi, the European grocer, bought 160
acres in Loxley and will invest $100 million to build a
564,000 square foot distribution center with 200
jobs. There is also a steady stream of industrial companies
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moving to Theodore. The masks have not slowed our
economic development.
The Chamber has resumed our regular schedule of
events. We are observing all the guidelines and folks are
showing up. We had a wonderful Chamber Networking
Event on July 20th at PH Naturals. PH Naturals is a Mobile
business with locally made high quality skin care products; a
great product and business model, look for PH Naturals to
go viral! Our next Coffee at the Chamber is at 7:30 a.m. on
Tuesday, August 18th. The Business Expo is approaching
fast, September 21st,, so reserve your space with Tina or
Bryan Dewberry now!
Our next monthly luncheon is Wednesday, August 5th, and
our guest speaker will be Sheriff Sam Cochran. The Sheriff
will be making a presentation about “Grow Mobile”. Mobile
has been losing population for over half a century, but
some 70,000 citizens live in the suburbs west of
Mobile. Many of them have petitioned to be annexed only
to be frustrated by the Mobile City Council. Once the
second largest city in Alabama, Mobile has slipped to
fourth, but if we allowed those that petitioned to be
annexed, Mobile would once again be second and poised to
be the largest city in Alabama. Along with Huntsville,
Mobile has the strongest economic growth in the state, but
the city must grow to thrive. Please join us to learn about
this vital initiative.
The pandemic has been an incredible burden, but our
members have proved to be incredibly resilient. It may not
be over yet, but we have learned to adapt and cope. We
have made it this far; we will recover. God bless you all!
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AUG EVENTS CALENDAR

5

SWMCC SMALL BUSINESS LUNCHEON
When: AUG 5 at 11:30 a.m. Begin Networking
Guest Speaker: Sam Cochran
Where:
Tillman’s Corner Community
Center

Contact:
Cost:
Sponsor:

15

Chamber Office 251-666-2846
$12 for Members - $15 for
Potential Members
Tillman’s Corner Community

Membership Drive Campaign Begins
A chance to win $100 cash for every 5 new
members you recruit for membership.
(See ad on page 6 of this newsletter for more details)

18

Coffee with the Chamber
Sponsored by: Tillman’s Corner
Community Center
When: August 18 at 7:30 am
Where: 5055 Carol Plantation Rd
Contact: Chamber Office 251-666-2846

LOOKING AHEAD
Sep 2nd - Guest Speaker at Luncheon
Lt. Governor Ainsworth
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Sep 21st - BUSINESS EXPO
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Oct 1st -

Alabama vs. Auburn Food
Drive Kick-off

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Oct 15th - First Responders
Appreciation Drive-Thru Lunch
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Nov 9th - Gun Giveaway begins
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Nov 30th - Christmas Tree Lighting
______________________________________________________________________________________________

Dec 5th -

Christmas Parade

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Sponsorships have opened for our luncheons in
September, October, and November. Contact the
office to secure a month. We also have
Sponsorships available for our Christmas Parade!!

Corporate Sponsors
Diamond
Evonik Corporation
Platinum
Integrity IT Services
Payroll Vault
Walmart #866

Gold
Alabama Power Company
CFO Consulting Services, Inc. Core Mastery
The Grounds

Silver
Boys and Girls Club of South Alabama
Corsentino Chiropractic
Family Security Credit Union
Gulf Coast Graphix
Huntington Learning Center
Loper Law, LLC
Mobile Memorial Gardens Cemetery
Mobile Memorial Gardens Funeral Home
NAI Mobile
Polysurveying of Mobile
The Can Man
Touching Hearts Senior Care
Uniti Fiber

Friends of the Chamber
Dick Russell’s BBQ
Johnstone Adams, LLC
JW Enterprises HR
Moe’s Southwest Grill
Proshield Pest Control
The Gwyn Howard Family
Zippy Mart
Kalifeh Bedsole Adams PC
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Sam Cochran– Mobile County Sheriff
Sam Cochran is a native Mobilian, who graduated from
the McGill Institute and went on to attend the University
of South Alabama, where he holds both a Bachelor and
Masters Degree in Criminal Justice and Public
Administration. He is also a graduate of the FBI National
Academy. He began his law enforcement career with the
Mobile Police Department as a police cadet, where he
spent 31 years working his way through the ranks – serving the last 10 years as
Chief of Police. Sam Cochran was elected Sheriff of Mobile County in 2006 and reelected to 4-year terms in 2010, 2014, and most recently in 2018. Sheriff Cochran
serves or has served the community on numerous agency boards, including the
Penelope House, Drug Education Council, Boy Scouts of America, the Child
Advocacy Center and Alabama Safety Institute, Inc. In 2015, Sheriff Cochran was
appointed by the Governor to serve as a Commissioner on the Alabama Police
Officers Standards and Training Commission. Sheriff Cochran and his wife Sabrina
have four children and three grandchildren.

SPONSOR:

CATERER:

LUNCH MENU:
Pulled Pork or Chicken
Baked Beans
Cole Slaw
Macaroni and Cheese
Rolls
Cookies
Sweet & Unsweet Tea

Please RSVP to 251.-666-2846 or info@swmcchamber.com
$12 for Members & $15 for Potential Members

FROM THE COVER
In June of this year our SWMC Chamber President,
Pete J. A. Riehm, of NAI Mobile was awarded the
SIOR designation by the Society of Industrial and
Office REALTORS®. This award is an exclusive
and coveted accreditation with only 3,400
members worldwide. Riehm has over 13 years of
commercial real estate experience, dedicating the
majority of his time to sales and leasing of
industrial, office, land, built-to-suits and
investment properties.
To achieve the SIOR designation, candidates must
complete at least five years of creditable
experience in the highly specialized field of
industrial or office real estate; meet stringent
transactional volume and education requirements;
and demonstrate professional ability, competency,
ethical conduct and personal integrity.
Individuals who hold the SIOR designation are top
producers in the commercial real estate field and
we are proud to have one of the best as our
Chamber President! www.NAI-Mobile.com.

BUSINESS OF THE MONTH
STATE FARM ® INSURANCE AGENT

Brian Lancaster

A Mississippi State

University Graduate, B.S. Business, and a lifelong resident of
Mobile, AL, Brian is proud to serve customers in the Mobile area.
His focus is on Home-Owners Insurance and Auto Insurance in
Mobile and Baldwin Counties and surrounding areas. Licensed in
Mississippi, Brian is able to serve the
communities of George, Jackson,
and the coastal counties in
Mississippi. His passion is Life
Insurance, although he also focuses
on Renters Insurance and out of state
transfers. His office has five licensed
Team members to serve your
insurance needs. Brian is a proud
member of the Southwest Mobile
County Chamber of Commerce and he
loves protecting what matters most to
(251) 633-FARM
the people he serves!
10121 Airport Blvd Suite 2

Find Brian online @

Mobile, AL 36608-9500

https://www.statefarm.com/agent/us/al/mobile/brian-lancaster
It has been the pleasure of the Chamber to recognize the heartbeat of
our membership. We are a voice for businesses and are here to help
promote and offer opportunities to watch small businesses grow.
Congratulations on being selected as our August Business of the Month!

MEMBERS ON THE MOVE
Threaded Fasteners Promotes Bryan
Threaded Fasteners Inc. promoted Ashley Bryan to
chief financial officer. Bryan is a certified public
accountant with a bachelor’s degree
in business administration and a
master’s degree in accounting
from the University of Southern
Mississippi. A big CONGRATULATIONS
to Ashley Bryan from your
SouthWest Mobile County Chamber!

Shout out to our 2020 Small Business of the Year.
Mechelle was born In Columbus, GA and raised in
Memphis where her career in insurance began. In
2000 she joined Liberty Mutual Group, expanding
her
services
and
expertise as a Customer
Service Team Leader,
Sales Associate, Life
Specialist, and Corporate
Business Analyst. Now
living in Mobile with her husband, Ralph, of seven
years, they have one daughter and two grand
daughters. Mechelle’s ultimate goal has been to
quickly find the path to success and she has done
just that with each company she’s been given
experience with to reach her next objective.
Growth and opportunity brought her to Mobile
where she continues to strive for excellence. Today
Mechelle Davis is the proud owner/agent of Infinite
Insurance Solutions, LLC, and Founder of Infinite
Opportunities 501c3. Mechelle’s overall goal is to
build strong, trusting relationships with individuals
and business owners which allows her to provide
outstanding service to her consumers.
We are proud to have you as a part of our Chamber!

Feel Incredible Again at Corsentino Chiropractic

See what we can do for you
CALL (251) 445-2295

SWMCC Christmas Parade will be
Saturday, December 5th
at 10:30 A.M.
CHRISTMAS PARADE APPLICATIONS:

Applications are available at the
Chamber office or visit www.swmcchamber.com
to download the application.
Parade sponsorship is also available.

For more information contact
251-666-2846
or info@swmcchamber.com

CHRISTMAS TREE
LIGHTING
will be Monday
November 30th
@ 5:30 pm
Mark your calendar for this
wonderful
community event!

Sponsorships are available for this
event as well!
contact

251-666-2846
or info@swmcchamber.com

Be A Part of Family Security

Serving Members
for Over 60 Years

Membership is available to individuals who live, work, worship,
or attend school in the counties we serve across Alabama, as
well as those who are related to existing members. Businesses
located in these areas are included in this field of membership .

BUSINESS INSIGHT
Have you ever gotten a newsletter in your email?
Of course, you have! Newsletters and other
marketing material make up the vast majority of
emails that are sent on a daily basis. So much so
that person to person email is quickly becoming a
dated method of communicating. But why is there
just so much marketing email being sent?
It’s because it works.

Now is your chance to earn a little cash! $$
Anyone that brings in five new paid members to the Chamber will
receive $100 cash!!!
Our Membership Drive Campaign runs from
August 15, 2020 and ends December 31, 2020.
For more information, please contact Tina or Gloria at the
Chamber at 251-666-2846, or email us at

info@swmcchamber.com
Ribbon cutting and Chamber
Network Events took place this
month at The Boys and Girls Club Thank you Jerry Carl for honoring
us, and at PH Naturals, hosted by
Pam Henshon! We had a great
turnout and are looking forward
to hearing more good things!

Email newsletters aren’t just spam. They’re a
great method to keep your brand in someone’s
mind. It’s a way of reminding people that you
exist. The average person checks their email
about 15 times per day. 15! How would you like it
to have your messaging seen by your leads 15
times? Even if it’s just the subject line! There’s
value in that. And that means there’s no reason
you shouldn’t at least give it a try.
But the thing about an email is that it’s
competitive. Really competitive. Look at your own
inbox. How much unread “junk” is sitting in your
inbox right now? Why didn’t you open it? Chances
are a lot of that is email you never actually asked
for; or email that has no value to you. That
shouldn’t deter you from marketing by email,
though. Instead, it should spur you into making
something that would have actual value to your
ideal customer or client. Sending crap content is
liable to just get you caught in a spam filter.
Instead of trying to send out a message to your
leads every single day in a desperate attempt to
get clicks, take it a little slower. Try once a week,
or even once a month. However long it would
reasonably take to put something together. Use
that time to give your
subscribers something
they’d want to open and
read.
Are you considering
starting a newsletter for
your business? Let us
know! And if you need
some help, reach out to
us at hi@bluefishds.com
and let’s chat.
One more thing…
if you are interested in
receiving our monthly
email newsletter, just
head over to bluefishds.com, scroll
to the bottom, and enter your email
address into the red box. We
promise not to spam you.

REGISTER Online NOW FOR

REAL ESTATE CORNER BY RON SIVAK
Bryan Dewberry, current Treasurer and long-time member
of the Southwest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce,
held a soft opening last month for his new company,
Mission 1st Mortgage Inc., located at 805 Church St., Suite
2, found in the Church Street East Historic District of
downtown Mobile.

st

Monday, September 21 , 2020
Heron Lakes Country Club
3851 Government Blvd.
Mobile, AL 36693
Benefits of Participation








Advertise to Target Market
Distribute New Information
Create Brand Awareness
B2B Networking
Increase Customer Database
Promote Products & Services
Customer Relationships

Spaces are
LIMITED!
Reserve
your booth
TODAY!!

The 1,200-square-foot office space is located near the new
BrewHounds dog park and will eventually employ four when
fully staffed. The mortgage brokering firm will operate in the
residential, light-industrial and commercial space and
anticipates holding a grand opening sometime this fall.
“It took from March 9 to June 25 to get my state license
approved,” Dewberry said. “After reopening the City of
Mobile was running a skeleton crew. Their email and phone
systems weren’t working well, and they were just severely
backlogged.”
Fairfield by Marriott recently announced completing
renovations to its site located at 950-A W. Interstate 65
Service Road S. in West Mobile. Upgrades inside the
building involved a full refresh of the following spaces:
reception desks, lobby, breakfast area, fitness center and all
80 guest rooms.
“This renovation has completely transformed our hotel.
Fairfield now offers travelers a hotel that is essentially brand
new,” General Manager Todd Hagerty said.

ONLINE TUTORING FOR GRADES K-12
It's important to stay ahead even when learning
environments change. Huntington can help.

Fairfield by Marriott is nestled among a cluster of several
established hotels, stretched along the Beltline between
Airport Boulevard and Cottage Hill Road, close to the
interstate and restaurants. The property is owned by
Edgewater and operated by MMI Hotel Group.
Last month two new business tenants moved into the
retail and office complex located at 600 Bel Air Blvd. in
West Mobile.
Janet Keene with Bender Real Estate and Jack Conger
with Stirling Properties announced that Long Beach,
California-based Poke Pola has leased 700 square feet
of restaurant space. Keene also completed work for
janitorial services company, Facility Services Group,
which has leased 300 square feet of office supply space.

BGC is helping to empower youth in South Alabama so they
can achieve brighter futures. #OURCITYOURFUTURE

56 St. Emanuel Street | Mobile, Alabama 36602 |
251 438 4312 | 251 438 4318 | info@nai-mobile.com

Josh Hall with NAI Mobile reported that 1,700 square feet of
retail space, found at 200 St. Joseph Street in downtown
Mobile is expected to open in November as the new home
of a smoothie shop called Ole Mobile Nutrition.
The business is a spinoff for the owners of West Mobilebased Spartan Nutrition, a Herbalife reseller, and the site
will offer drive-thru pickup and sit-down services, according
to Hall.
The Mobile Planning Commission recently approved
development by Right Way Christian Center Church,
headquartered at 4712 Moffett Rd., of a new 58,500 square
foot second site to be located at 2100 N. University Blvd. in
West Mobile. Build out timelines were unknown as of press
time.

7th Annual Kid’s Day another Great Success!

THANK YOU TO OUR KIDS DAY
SPONSORS
Adjusters Give Back, Inc. (Pilot)
Brian Lancaster Agency
Cart Dr.
Dick Russell's BBQ
Greers
Joey Strickland Agent
Keep Mobile Beautiful
Mechelle Davis - Infinite Ins. Solutions
Mission 1st Mtg. Inc
Polysurveying of Mobile Inc.
Sharon Murrill
Singing River Health
Tammy Lyons - Family Security CU
The Can Man
The Grounds
Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Walmart - Tillman’s Corner

COASTAL 150 UPDATE
July 29, 2020 - In Washington, D.C. negotiations on a fifth
Coronavirus relief package are continuing unsuccessfully with
a deadline looming and everyone playing the blame game.
Senate Republicans released their $1 trillion coronavirus relief
proposal this afternoon, setting off what could be weeks of
tough political battles with Democrats over unemployment
insurance, state and local aid, and liability protection for
businesses and schools as the pandemic continues to batter
the U.S. economy.
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.) outlined the
pillars of the proposal, which will include another round of
$1,200 in direct payments to individual Americans, more
money for the Paycheck Protection Program, a reduction in
boosted federal unemployment benefits which are set to run
out on Friday, liability protection and more than $100 billion
for reopening schools and colleges. The Democrats in the
House and Senate were very quick to dismiss the proposal.
After the proposal was unveiled, White House chief of staff
Mark Meadows and Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin met
with Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer in the Capitol each night this week, and vowed to
return to the Hill today to continue the talks.
But Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell is entering into
the negotiations with perhaps his toughest hand yet. For
starters, Republicans are still divided over the proposal. And
some are openly admitting that a lot of GOP lawmakers aren’t
going to support another recovery package, no matter what.
The Senate GOP plan calls for the reduction in increased
federal unemployment benefits from $600 to $200 per week
for a 60-day period, or until states are able to provide a 70
percent wage replacement. This prospective change had been
floated by the White House last week, although there have
been concerns whether state unemployment agencies could
handle the revisions. House Democrats were also quick to
dismiss the idea of cutting federal unemployment benefits
down to $200 per week.
Enhanced federal unemployment benefits run out Friday. That
is the deadline driving the negotiations Meadows and
McConnell are at 70% of lost wages, and Pelosi and Schumer
call that woefully inadequate. Dems are resisting extending
unemployment while negotiations continue.
What is clear is it seems
likelier than not that Congress
will be unable to do anything
by Friday. If so, enhanced
unemployment benefits will
run out, which will scramble
all sorts of considerations and
the blame game will continue.

FIRE VOTE
AUGUST 4, 2020
** Theodore Dawes
Fire District**
Please review the
Public Notice
of Election below
for voting
instructions and
polling locations.
If you have any questions or uncertain of your polling
location please don't hesitate to call Chief Terry Morgan
(251-455-6410) or Deputy Chief Jeremy Lewis (251-5831910) for more information. We thank you for your continued
support.
PUBLIC NOTICE OF ELECTION PETITION TO
ESTABLISH THEODORE DAWES FIRE DISTRICT CASE
#: 2020-1137
In accordance with a petition heretofore filed with the
Probate Court, an election will be held on Tuesday, August
4, 2020, to determine whether a fire district should be
established in the Theodore Dawes area of Mobile County,
Alabama. A copy of said petition, map and legal description
of the proposed fire district area are available for public
inspection during regular business hours at the Probate
Court’s Election Center, 151 Government Street, Mobile, AL.
The election will be held between the hours of
7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m.

Headquartered in Mobile,
Uniti Fiber is proud to be a leading provider of
dedicated Internet Services, VoIP & Managed IT
Solutions via a robust Fiber Optic Network.

Our Chamber’s mission is to foster, promote,
advance, and improve the civic, commercial
and general business interests of the
surrounding areas and to cooperate with
other communities promoting objectives for
the improvement of our business and the
welfare of our community.

We are a full service
graphic design shop serving the
greater gulf coast area. Our Gulf
Coast Graphix team is passionate
about what we do, so we strive to
exceed customer’s expectations by
thinking outside the box and
continually learn new techniques.

NEW CHAMBER MEMBERS
Lighthouse Baptist Church
6905 Nan Gray Davis Rd.
Theodore, AL 36852
Mission 1st Mortgage
805 Church Street Unit 2
Mobile, AL 36609

For more
information contact us @
5647 US-90 Theodore, AL 36582
251-217-7169 gulfcoastgraphix.sales@gmail.com

Julie Watson - Insurance Broker
853 Dauphin Street. Suite C
Mobile, AL 36602

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
ABC Signs
Azalea Real Estate
Landshark Promotions

6040 Three Notch Road
Mobile, AL 36619
251-661-7700
We make it personal.®

Mitsubishi Polysilicon

...let us show you how.
A locally owned company
dedicated to offering reliable
computing solutions to small and
mid-sized businesses in the Gulf
Coast area.
Call (251) 206-7138 or find
them @ www.integrityit.us/

Threaded Fasteners, Inc.
Tom Holmes for State School Board 1

OUTSTANDING OFFICER OF THE MONTH

JOIN THE CHAMBER
Build business relationships and
get involved in your community.

Congratulations to Officer Travis Smith with Mobile Police Precinct 2,
on receiving the July Outstanding Officer of the Month Award.
Chamber President Pete Riehm and Lt. Carla Shumock presented Smith
with the award at the monthly business luncheon on July 1, 2020. The
hard work and dedication he has given reflects an exemplary
contribution to our community. Officer Smith, you are appreciated and
your work doesn’t go unnoticed.

GET NOTICED
We are your Chamber!
We are here for you!
Together we Can...

Supporting our Community
Evonik encourages a culture of generosity within
the community, which is why our employees
spend time giving back to the community we live
in through scholarships for young students and
other volunteer projects such as Evonik's own
coastal cleanup and bowl-a-thon events, as well
as the American Cancer Society® Breast Cancer
Walk and Ronald McDonald House charity
initiatives.

803 Government St. Suite C, Mobile, AL 36602 | 251-243-0902

