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Board of Directors 
Jeff Brinson - Southwestern Consulting  

Stephanie Chestnut - Dick Russell’s  BBQ 

Laura Hittson - W. C. Griggs Elementary  

Russanne Howell - Farmers Insurance 

Cindy Imsand - Mobile’s Best Storage  

Tammy Lyons - Family Security Credit Union  

Delores McLaney - McLaney Senior Dance  

Wes Pipes - Individual 

Curtis Polk - BLP Mobile Paints  

Joe Summersgill - Mobile Co. Water, Sewer & FPA   
Teresa Taylor - AIM Mail Center  
Della Wade - Individual 

 

Chamber MissionChamber MissionChamber Mission   
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2019 Officers 
President  
Pete Riehm 
NAI Mobile  
 

1st Vice President 
Tiffany Ginn  
Uniti Fiber  
 

2nd Vice President  
Chris Black  
Integrity IT Services  
 

Secretary 
Cadie Gaut  
Payroll Vault  
 

Treasurer 
Bryan Dewberry  
Midtown Mortgage  

Pete Riehm, SWMCC President   

Message from the President 

Advisory Board   
Theresa Orrell (Past President)  

Polysurveying of Mobile  
 

Kay Peace (Past President)  

Individual 
 

Ruth Robinson (Past President)  

Mobile Memorial Gardens Cemetery 
 

Dena Pigg (Past President) 

Alabama Power 

Community Center Staff 
 

Executive Director 
Tina Poiroux 
tpoiroux@swmcchamber.com 
 

Rental Specialist 
Ashley Rester 
arester@swmcchamber.com 
 

Event Specialist  
Susan Williams  

Glennan Palframan 
 

Maintenance  
George Davis  
 

Office number: 251.666.2488 

Summer is here bringing hot weather, but 
hopefully your business is still hot too.  Our 
members are consistently reporting robust 
business.  One sure sign that economic 
momentum continues is that dirt is 
moving.  You will note new facilities under 
construction on Todd Acres Drive, Kooiman Rd, 
Middle Rd, Halls Mill Rd, Three Notch Rd and 
others!  Opportunities abound and the best way 

to remain informed is to be an engaged member of your Chamber. 
  
                We are very pleased to announce we have over 160 
members, but our goal this year is 200!  There is strength in 
numbers, so we are pushing our membership drive.  To incentivize 
the recruiter in you, the Chamber will award $100 to anyone that 
brings in FIVE new members.  Everyone you do business with 
should be a member, so please invite them to our events and to 
join.  Don’t wait!  Claim your crisp C-note! 
  
                As you may know, City Fire Department coverage has 
receded in several unincorporated areas where our businesses 
operate and members live.  The citizens and businesses in those 
areas must find fire coverage alternatives.  The Chamber will host 
a town hall meeting with the Mobile County Water, Sewer and Fire 
Protection Authority to explain the situation and options at 
6:30pm Tuesday, July 16th. 
  
                One of our biggest annual events is Kids Day on  July 
27th.  Last year almost 5,000 attended.  There are great fun 
activities for the kids, but we also have booths for area 
businesses.  We still need volunteers and vendors.  Please contact 
Tina to see how you can participate. 
  
                Be sure to always keep the Chamber calendar handy.  The 
next monthly Coffee at the Chamber is 7:30 am Tuesday, July 16th; 
please come network with the 25-30 folks that regularly show 
up.  Because Independence Day is midweek, our monthly lunch 
will be the SECOND Wednesday of July.  Please come for lunch on 
Wednesday, July 10th  to hear all about the Alabama Fishing 
Rodeo.  It’s summer, so it’s time to play hard while we work 
hard.  Please don’t forget to invite a friend. 



 

JULY CALENDAR  

16 
Coffee with the Chamber  
 

When: July 16th  7:30am 

Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center 

Contact: 251-666-2488 

Cost: Free to attend 

Sponsor:  

4 

10 
SWMCC Business Luncheon 
 

When: July 10th (Networking 11:30am) 12:00-1:00pm 

Guest Speaker: The Alabama Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo  

Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center 

Contact: Chamber Office 251-666-2488 

Cost: $12 for Members and $15 for Potential Members  

Sponsor:  

   

27 

Office is closed!  

SWMCC 2019 Kids Day  
 

When: July 27th  10:00am-2:00pm  

Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center 

Contact: Chamber Office 251-666-2488 

Cost: Bring a can food item for entry  

   

We will be in your neighborhood soon on July 24, 2019 at the  

Tillman’s Corner Community Center - 5055 Carol Plantation Road | Mobile, AL  

Get your special Community Circle Pricing!  

Three ways to register: 

Call toll-free: 1-866-229-0469  Text: the word circle to 797979 

Online: www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycirle 

 

18 
Chamber Networking Social 
 

When: July 18th  4:30 - 6:30pm 

Where: Berkshire Hathaway | 7675 Cottage Hill Rd.  

Cost: Free to attend - RSVP to info@swmcchamber.com 



 

 SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce  
 

July 10, 2019   
 

Networking 11:30 am / Meeting 12:00-1:00 pm 

Guest Speaker: The Alabama Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo  

Caterer: Luncheon Sponsor: Menu: 

Please RSVP to 251.666.2488 or info@swmcchamber.com 
 

$12 for Members & $15 for Potential Members 

3314 Old Shell Road 

 Mobile, AL 36607 

(251) 479-9898   

Pulled Pork or Chicken  

Slaw  

Potato Salad  

Mac & Cheese  

Baked Beans  

Rolls  

Chocolate Dream Pudding or  

Banana Pudding  

Sweet or Unsweet Tea 

Bring your school supply and book bag donations for Kids Day to the Luncheon.  

Cory Quint  
Vice President of Publicity for the 
Alabama Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo  
Works for Synergy Laboratories.  

   
   

Both Cory and Justin have been a member of The Alabama 
Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo for 7 years. Both live in the 
Tillman's Corner area and graduated from McGill Toolen 
Catholic High School  

The Alabama Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo (ADSFR) is officially 
recognized by The Guinness Book as the world’s largest 
fishing tournament. Founded in 1929, this July marks the 
86th annual ADSFR, an event that typically attracts over 
3,500 anglers and more than 75,000 spectators. In my 
opinion, what’s truly unique about this tournament is it’s 
breadth (over 30 categories) and the fact that the jackpot 
winner is chosen at random from all entrants; in other 
words, an angler who enters a speckled trout is as likely to 
win the 24’ Contender boat, motor, and trailer as an angler 
who lands the largest yellowfin tuna.  

Justin Thompson 
President of the 86th Alabama Deep Sea 
Fishing Rodeo works for Victor Signs.  

   
   

6677 Three Notch Rd Ste E 
Mobile, AL 36619 

(251) 661-3276  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http://adsfr.com/index.html?fbclid=IwAR3AynDW3fJ850wejBh2xfTB1VkO2qT5rn8wA8WRNFR6U_Xv1z4zu2oQ104&h=AT0AvNMwakRuQO1eOZfFKY3rbJ7rtI_tNUilskBzo-KYlidj22MihJnkY41EY3XtS5-75jmZJ484MXxEa--9LAbT5_Dgn1w2hGjX2uJDWE5dMetaoXtVabbJtLWduR0Bz


 

 

Fire District Town Hall 

Meeting  
 

Tuesday, July 16, 2019 

 

6:30 PM  

 

Tillman’s Corner Community Center  

 

5055 Carol Plantation Road  

Mobile, AL 36619 

There will be a Community 

Meeting at 6:30 PM Tuesday,  
July16, 2019 to discuss the option 

of creating a Fire District in our 

area.  Terry Morgan, the chief from 

the local volunteer fire station will 

be here with us to explain our 

options. 
 

Chamber Networking Social  
 

July 18, 2019 
 

4:30 - 6:30 PM  
 

7675 Cottage Hill Road | Mobile, AL  

 
Join us at Berkshire Hathaway for 
this after hours networking event. 

 
 This event is open to the public and 

free to attend 
 

 Hors D’oeuvres, Beverages and Wine 
will be served  

 

 Door Prizes provided by Berkshire 
Hathaway   

 
 

Chamber Networking 

Social  



 



 

BUSINESS INSIGHT 
 

Micro-Moments 

This month we're going to take a look at Micro-
Moments. Micro-moments occur when people 
reflexively turn to a device — most often a 
smartphone — to act on a need to do something, 
discover something or buy something. They are 
moments when decisions are made and preferences 
shaped. 

We all have immediate access to information. 3 out of 
every four smartphone users are looking to Google 
first when they have questions, need directions, or are 
looking for descriptions, reviews or price checking 
something. People are searching at the exact moment 
they need something and are looking for places that 
can meet their immediate need. In other words, when 
making these on-the-spot decisions, they are more 
loyal to their need than to any particular place. 

The new norm is for us to be able to get products and 
services right away. Services like Amazon Prime, Uber, 
Netflix, and iTunes have all changed our behavior. 

This might be a bit of information overload. I bet you 
are wondering where to even start? Your consumers 
will vary significantly, but they will all expect the same 
thing: They want what they want, when they want it. 
And the brand that gives it to them WINS. 

In fact, we have observed that 53% of visits are 
abandoned if a mobile site takes longer than 3 seconds 
to load. That stat still blows my mind. 

Ultimately, that means that business owners must 
commit to the creation of incredible mobile 
experiences. The basics—like load time—can make or 
break you. To test your mobile site speed, go to Google 
and search for Pagespeed Insights and click on the first 
link. Google even provides immediate 
recommendations to make your mobile site load 
quicker. 

OUTSTANDING OFFICER OF THE MONTH  
 

Laura Sergeant is sincerely 
honored to have been named the 
2018 SouthWest Mobile County 
Chamber of Commerce’s Teacher of 
the Year. She is humbled beyond 
measure by the award. She hopes to 
continue serving the students of 
Griggs Elementary with love, 

patience, high expectation and instill in them a 
permanent, lasting love for learning. 
 

She wants to thank the SouthWest Mobile County  
Chamber for all they do for W.C. Griggs Elementary, 
the children in the community and the work they do 
to make the entire Tillman’s Corner area a better 
place to work and live.  

THANK YOU  
 

Congratulations John Scroggins on receiving the 
June award for outstanding officer of the month with 
Mobile Police Department Precinct 2. Captain Lee 
presented the award to Scroggins at the SouthWest 
Mobile County Chamber’s monthly business 
luncheon on June 5, 2019. His dedication and 
exemplary contribution is gratefully acknowledged 
and appreciated. 



 

CHAMBER DIPLOMAT  
 

Lauren Luckie is the 
Coordinator of Development for 
United Cerebral Palsy of Mobile. 
As the Coordinator of 
Development, Lauren oversees 
all aspect of fundraising and 
marketing for the organization. 
During her three years in this 
position, Lauren has been an 
integral part of the development 

and maintenance of a donor database. In addition, 
she has helped to coordinate UCP’s major 
fundraising events; including Food & Folly, the 
Christmas Nights of Lights 5K & Fun Run and the 
Mobtown Mac ‘n Cheese Fest.  
 

Lauren believes in the power of connection. It is this 
belief that fuels her involvement with the South 
West Mobile County Chamber of Commerce.  
 

Lauren holds a Bachelor of Arts in Communication 
from Spring Hill College. When she is off the clock, 
she enjoys participating in a local improv comedy 
troupe, Bay Cities Improv Company, and riding her 
bike. 

DONNA JEAN BAYS TARASAVAGE, 
age 55, passed away Saturday, May 
25, 2019, in Providence Hospital, in 
Mobile, Alabama, after an extended 
illness. 
 
Donna was born on January 22, 
1964, in Charleston, SC. She was the 
daughter of Donald "Pete" and the 

late Nola Bays. She is also preceded in death by her 
sister, Vikki Bays and her younger brother, Donald 
Bays II. 
 
She graduated from George Washington High School in 
1981, where she played clarinet in the marching band. 
She was a 1986 alumna of West Virginia University, 
where she earned a Bachelor's Degree in elementary 
education. After graduation, she returned to 
Charleston, working at the Charleston House before 
working for the Visitors and Convention Bureau. A 
long career in sales and marketing followed, which 
allowed her to travel all over the nation.  
Donna never met a stranger, and her warm and 
generous personality brought joy to all who knew her. 
She loved to cook and garden, sharing the products of 
both among her family and friends. She loved warm 
climates and was a long-time resident of Mobile, 
Alabama, where she was the Director of Sales of 
Home2 Suites by Hilton.  



 

RSVP at 251.666.2488 or info@swmcchamber.com  

July 16, 2019         7:30 am  
 
 

Drop by SWMCC on your way to work! Start your day 
off right with a hot cup of coffee and networking! 

 

No cost to attend!  
 

Attendees are asked to give a short introduction 
about their business. Don’t forget your business 

cards!  
 

 

Sponsored by:  
 
 

Real Estate Corner by Ron Sivak   

SouthWest Mobile County  
Chamber of Commerce  

 

 
in September 2019  

 

If your business would like to sponsor this 
event please contact our chamber office for 

more information 251.666.2488 or 
info@swmcchamber.com 

Carillon Oaks, located at 5461 Kooiman Road near Tillman’s 
Corner exit 15A off I-10, recently held a ground-breaking 
ceremony at the 6-acre site. Upon completion, the one-story 
39,000 square foot state-certified Specialty Care Assisted 
Living Facility (SCALF) memory care facility will reportedly 
service a heavily underserved section of the local demographic.  
 
"There will be nothing like this located due south of Cottage 
Hill Road and serving the West Mobile community." said Jerry 
Lathan, CEO of The Lathan Company and general contractor on 
the project.  
 
The property is currently 75 percent complete and has 
generated around 30 temp jobs during build out. Construction 
is set to be finished by the end of 2019. The facility should be 
move-in ready by February 2020.  
 
Long-term new hire needs for Carillon Oaks are anticipated to 
be around 40, in such areas as nursing, physical therapy, 
occupational therapy, care giving and grounds maintenance. 
Capital outlay was $7 million for the center. It will have 37 
apartments and hold 48 beds upon opening. 
 
Cammie Wayne, owner of popular Cammie’s Old Dutch Ice 
Cream found in midtown Mobile, announced the opening of a 
second site inside locally owned Food Champs at 2962 
Dauphin Island Pkwy. in southeast Mobile County. The shop 
covers 600 square feet and offers 24 selections, exactly half of 
the 48 flavors found at the main store. 
 
Per Wayne, if her latest addition turns a profit over the 
summer, long term plans include eventually opening around 
half a dozen more mini-shops throughout both counties. The 
iconic ice creamery is also celebrating its 50th anniversary on 
July 21st with a block party planned in midtown. Throwback 
pricing from 1969 will be offered for the event. 
 
Not merely reminiscing, Wayne also announced bold future 
growth goals as well. Plans are in place to take the Old Dutch 
brand national over the next five years, via her explosive 
distribution model. Locally sourced, uniquely flavored samples 
were shipped to upstate New York as recently as last month.  
 
Alabama Pecan Development recently sold some 58.9 acres 
near the intersection of Airport Blvd and Repoll Rd. in West 
Mobile for $1,089,650 to DR Horton for a single family-
residential subdivision site. Alabama Pecan Development has 
an additional 2,500 acres available on the market for sale, 
according to Allan Cameron with NAI Mobile, who worked for 
the sellers in the transaction. 
 
Guy Oswalt and Allen Garstecki with JLL reported that BioLife 
Plasma Services, a subsidiary of Tokyo-based Takeda 
Pharmaceuticals, recently acquired 2.96 acres at the corner of 
Wesley Avenue and Airport Boulevard in Mobile 
for $1.32 million. Plans are in place for the company to build a 
new blood plasma collection facility on the property covering a 
little over 15,000 square feet, with an anticipated opening date 
of early 2020. 



 

MEMBER NEWS  
 

Ashley O’Brien, financial advisor on 
The Richardson Group Team with 
Merrill Lynch, successfully completed 
the team financial advisor program. 
O’Brien holds her series 7, series 66, 
life and health insurance license.  

Mobile County Public Schools on May 
31, 2019  renamed the Southwest 
Regional School for the Deaf & Blind as 
the H.L. “Sonny” Callahan School for 
the Deaf & Blind. 
 

As a state legislator in the 1970s, 
Callahan petitioned the state to 
provide funding for the school at the 
request of parents, as deaf and blind 

students in southwest Alabama previously had to relocate 
to Talladega. The school, which provides educational and 
support services to children with hearing or vision loss in 
Mobile, Washington, Clarke and Escambia counties, was 
opened in 1979 and is now located on Burma Road. 
 

Callahan went on to serve in Congress as a U.S. 
Representative before retiring in 2003. 
 

“We received overwhelming support to name the Regional 
School for H.L. ‘Sonny’ Callahan,” said Mobile County School 
Commissioner Don Stringfellow. “It was the appropriate 
and the honorable thing to do, and we’re very happy that 
we had this day.” 
 

Callahan, now 86, was in attendance at Friday’s renaming 
ceremony, along with members of his family, MCPSS 
Superintendent Chresal Threadgill, Stringfellow and fellow 
board member Robert Battles, school principal Mandy 
Sullivan, several members of the school’s founding families, 
and Jo Bonner, a former Callahan aide who won his 
congressional seat upon Callahan’s retirement in 2003 and 
now serves as Chief of Staff for Alabama Gov. Kay Ivey. 
 

A proclamation from the Alabama Legislature, and signed 
by Ivey, was read in support of the renaming. 
 

“The renaming of the school to the H.L. “Sonny” Callahan 
School for the Deaf & Blind is really, I think, one of the 
crowning achievements of his illustrious career,” Bonner 
said. 

COMMUNITY NEWS  
 

Congratulations to the Technical Services Department 
at Evonik in Mobile, AL for earning Silver Safety Award 
by having gone more than seven years without a Lost 
Time Accident. During the same time, the team also 
operated without an OSHA Recordable incident.   

The Richardson Wealth Management Group  

VA MISSION Act already helping Veterans: 
MainStreet Family Care chosen as one of Alabama’s  

first VA authorized civilian urgent care facilities 

Veterans now have the ability to seek same-day care for 
minor illnesses and injuries at approved civilian urgent 
care clinics like MainStreet Family Care. Thanks to the VA 
MISSION Act of 2018 that was implemented last week, the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs has authorized 
medical care for eligible Veterans at select facilities. With 
MainStreet Family Care’s sixteen locations across 
Alabama and extended hours at night and on weekends, 
disabled Veterans no longer have to wait or travel to see a 
VA doctor.  
 

“We were extremely honored when the VA reached out 
and asked us to be a part of their contracted network,”  

said MainStreet’s Chief Operating Officer Emile Hughes. 
“We believe that by having clinic locations in a lot of rural 
areas throughout Alabama, the VA sees MainStreet Family 
Care as a huge asset when it comes to expanding 
convenient, VA-authorized care to Veterans in these 
areas.”   
 

MainStreet’s mission is to help patients feel better – fast. It 
views both staff and patients as family and strives to treat 
them as such. MainStreet leadership and staff members 
are excited about the opportunity to be able to provide 
veterans with quality, convenient care and truly be able to 
share the MainStreet spirit. 
 

“We are thrilled to show Veterans what the MainStreet 
Family is all about,” stated Sam Eskildsen, Chief Executive 
Officer. “We look forward to serving Veterans, just as they 
have served our country.”  



 

 

 

CORPORATE SPONSORS 
 

Platinum 
 

 PAYROLL VAULT  
 

INTEGRITY IT SERVICES  
 

Gold 
 

EVONIK  
 

THE GROUNDS  
 

 

Silver 
 

 
 

Bronze 
 

OLIVE GARDEN  
 

HUNTINGTON LEARNING 

CENTER  
 

MOBILE MEMORIAL GARDENS  

FUNERAL HOME  
 

BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF SO. ALA 
 

TOUCHING HEART SENIOR CARE 
 

MOBILE MEMORIAL GARDENS 

CEMETERY  
 

POLYSURVEYING OF MOBILE  
 

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY  
 

FAMILY SECURITY CREDIT UNION 
  

NAI MOBILE  
 

 

 

Friends of the Chamber 
 

THE HOWARD FAMILY   
 

DICK RUSSELL’S BBQ 
 

ZIPPY MART  

PROSHIELD PEST CONTROL  
 
 

 

New Members: 

Membership Renewals: 

Client First Solutions, Inc.  
Cora Eatmon  

3077 Dauphin Street  
Mobile, AL 36606 

866-726-0858 

ABC Signs & Shirts  

Azalea Real Estate Agency  

Special Needs Athletes Program, Inc. (SNAP) 

Kathy Torbert 

Walker & Walker Tax Service  

Business of the Month: 
 

Keep Mobile Beautiful 

Mostellar Medical Center  
Beth Edwards  

12701 Padgett Switch Road 
Irvington, AL 36544 

251-824-2171 

Oak Ridge Home Medical  
Bradley Robinson  

4150 Oak Ridge Ave  
Mobile, AL 36619 

251-666-0891 

Infinite Insurance Solutions  
Mechelle Davis  

6389 Three Notch Road  
Mobile, AL 36619 

251-662-9812 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The mission of Keep Mobile Beautiful is to motivate Mobilians to 

take greater individual responsibility for the improvement of their 

community environment. 
 

Want to organize a neighborhood cleanup – we have supplies! 

Clearstream Recycling Containers available for checkout 

Azalea Trail Bonds available to help us continue to plant azaleas 

Outreach Coordinator is available to speak to community groups and 

     for classroom presentations. 
 

(251) 444-7144                             hello@keepmobilebeautiful.org 

 Please Like Keep Mobile Beautiful on Facebook 

mailto:hello@keepmobilebeautiful.org

