The Corner
SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce
Serving All of South Mobile County

NOVEMBER 2019

NOV. 1st, 2nd & 3rd

Where:
Tillman’s Corner
Community Center
Friday, November 1st , 5 p.m. - Until
Saturday, November 2nd, 9 a.m. - Until
Sunday, November 3rd, 9 a.m. - Until
FREE ADMISSION FOR ALL
FAMILY - FOOD - FUN - MUSIC
Delicious Alabama Pecan and Pecan Pies
Featuring Full Size Midway Rides
(Purchase Tickets)
Live Music
Food & Games
Antique Vehicles

5055 Carol Plantation Rd
Mobile, AL 36619

2019 Pecan Festival
Queen to be crowned
Saturday, November 2nd
at noon

2019 APF Queen
Caitlyn Avery

“In Step With Progress”

Message from the President
Cooler weather is finally here and thankfully
some rain. If you missed our October lunch,
you missed a great meal and a fascinating
presentation about our container terminal. The
port of Mobile is annually the 9th or 10th
busiest port in the nation; and our container
terminal has been enjoying double digit growth
every year and expanding rapidly. With the
channel deepening, our port will be able to
handle most post-Panamex vessels and with
the latest terminal expansion, we will be able to load/unload two
simultaneously. These developments are making the Port of
Mobile very competitive; we will be second only to Houston on
the Gulf Coast.
The stacks of containers you see from the interstate are
robust commerce. As those stacks grow, more businesses are
coming to Mobile and the demand for services will increase. This
growing capacity to import and export is attracting more
distribution and manufacturing to south Alabama; and southwest
Mobile County is the preferred location along the I-10
corridor. So we are in the right place at the right time to grow our
businesses. To ride the wave, join the chamber today!
Our fall membership drive is well underway! We already
have over a dozen new member applications, so we are over 190
members and should handily exceed our goal of 200
members! Now is the best time to join. Businesses that join in the
fourth quarter will have their fee applied to 2020 and get the rest
of 2019 free. And don’t forget, the Chamber will award $100 to
anyone that brings in FIVE new members. This is easy pickings;
get your C-note!
Our October Market at the Corner was another
success. The Alabama Pecan Festival will be on our grounds 1-3
November. Come out and enjoy live entertainment, rides,
vendors, and more. Our next Coffee at the Chamber is 0730
Tuesday 19 November; this is one of our best networking events.
Amazon is certainly changing how consumers purchase
goods, so you don’t want to miss our next regular Wednesday
luncheon 6 November. Our guest speaker is John Terzo, General
Manager of the Amazon Sortation Center in Theodore. Please join
us to learn more about this huge corporate member of our
community. Business is good in southwest Mobile County, so
please join us for lunch and catch the biz buzz!

2019 Officers

President
Pete Riehm
NAI Mobile
1st Vice President
Tiffany Ginn
Uniti Fiber
2nd Vice President
Chris Black
Integrity IT Services
Secretary
Cadie Gaut
Payroll Vault
Treasurer
Bryan Dewberry
Midtown Mortgage

Board of Directors
Jeff Brinson - Southwestern Consulting
Stephanie Chestnut - Dick Russell’s BBQ
Laura Hittson - W. C. Griggs Elementary
Russanne Howell - Farmers Insurance
Cindy Imsand - Mobile’s Best Storage
Tammy Lyons - Family Security Credit Union
Delores McLaney - McLaney Senior Dance
Wes Pipes - Individual
Curtis Polk - BLP Mobile Paints
Joe Summersgill - Mobile Co. Water, Sewer & FPA
Teresa Taylor - AIM Mail Center
Della Wade - Individual

Advisory Board
Theresa Orrell (Past President)
Polysurveying of Mobile

Jeff L. Schmitz

Kay Peace (Past President)
Individual

Ruth Robinson (Past President)
Mobile Memorial Gardens Cemetery

Community Center Staff
Executive Director
Tina Poiroux
tpoiroux@swmcchamber.com

Administrative Assistant / Membership

Pete Riehm, SWMCC President
Chamber Mission
Our Chamber’s mission is to foster, promote, advance, and
improve the civic, commercial and general business interests
of the surrounding areas and to cooperate with other
communities promoting objectives for the improvement of
our business and the welfare of our community.

Ashley Rester
arester@swmcchamber.com

Event Specialist
Susan Williams
Glennan Palframan

Maintenance
George Davis
Office Number: 251.666.2488

NOVEMBER CALENDAR
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6

Alabama Pecan Festival

19

When: Nov 1st, 2nd and 3rd
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Contact: Billy Bolton 251-401-5555
Cost: Free Parking and Admission

SWMCC Business Luncheon

Coffee with the Chamber
When: Nov 19th
7:30am
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Contact: 251-666-2488
Cost: Free to attend
Sponsor:

28

When: Nov 6th Networking begins at 11:30am.
Lunch Meeting 12:00-1:00pm

Guest Speaker: John Terzo - Site Leader for Amazon
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Contact: Chamber Office 251-666-2488
Cost: $12 for Members and $15 for Potential
Members

Sponsor:

9

Great American Clean Up - KMB
When: Nov 9th
8:00am - Noon
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Contact: Chamber Office 251-666-2488

REGISTER YOUR TEAM!

12 Food Drive Deadline

Submit Food Drive Photos to
info@swmcchamber.com

14 The Mastery Network Workshop

When: Nov 14th
4:00pm - 5:00pm
Where: Tillman’s Corner Community Center
Host: Karen Simmons
Contact: Chamber Office 251-666-2488 to RSVP

Closed November 28th and 29th for Thanksgiving

CHAMBER DIPLOMAT

Mechelle Davis is the owner/agent of

Infinite Insurance Solutions, LLC., an
Independent Insurance Agency here in
Tillman’s Corner, Mobile, AL. She has a
BA in Human Resources and also holds
her Property, Casualty, Life and Health
Insurance Licenses in the states of AL,
MS, LA and TN.
After working 20+ years for standard insurance companies
such as, Farmers, Liberty Mutual and Allstate, she jumped
out on faith and started her own Insurance Agency in 2016.
Infinite Insurance Agency is built on trust, integrity, and
character. Her agency offers a variety of services from
personal auto, home, life, commercial business policies and
notary services.
Mechelle also loves to work in the community lending a
hand in anyway possible. She just recently started a
non-profit called Infinite Opportunities. Her mission is to
go into distressed communities, buy abandoned houses and
lots, rehab and build affordable housing for homeless
individuals and families that are inspired to make a change.
This is a massive task, “but with God’s help and community
help, it will be done”.
She spends her personal time with her family doing
whatever her spontaneous mind can come up with at any
given moment. She is married with one daughter, one son
and two grandchildren. She loves nothing more than being
a G-Ma!
When you see her around, ask her how you can HELP with
her charity projects.

SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce

November 6, 2019
Networking 11:30 am / Meeting 12:00-1:00 pm

John Terzo-Site Leader/General Manager of the Amazon Sort Center in Theodore
John Terzo is the Site Leader/General Manager of the Amazon Sort Center in Theodore, Alabama and has been with
the company for 2.5yrs. After completing his MBA from Vanderbilt University he was recruited by Amazon to open
the sort center in November of 2017. The sort center was a strategic addition for the Amazon fulfillment network to
serve the gulf coast region as well as rural areas within Louisiana and Mississippi. The sort center, known as MOB5,
is an operations leader in the sort center network for Amazon and often used as a benchmark for other sites. Prior to
Amazon he worked in manufacturing for Electrolux Major Appliances holding various roles in the cooking division
such as Director of Supply Chain and Director of Manufacturing and Technology Operations. Electrolux produces key
US brands like Frigidaire and is known as a global leader in cooking technology and appliances. The plant, located in
Springfield, TN, is the largest volume cooking appliance factory in North America with a work force of more than
3,000 employees. John is also an Army veteran with combat deployments to Iraq. Serving in roles such as Platoon
Leader, Executive Officer, and Company Commander of heavy armor Cavalry units, John spent lots of time blowing
things up with M1A2 Abrams tanks and working with the world’s finest volunteer soldiers. In 2013 John left the
Army at the rank of Captain in order to pursue his MBA and spend more time at home with his wife of 18yrs and 4
children ages (11, 9, 7, and 7). Yes they had 4 kids under the age of 4!

Caterer:

5360 Highway 90
Mobile, AL 36619

Luncheon Sponsor:

Menu:

Baked Chicken
Cornbread Dressing
Candied Yams
Buttered Squash
Banana Pudding
Tea

Please RSVP to 251.666. 2488 or info@swmcchamber.com
$12 for Members & $15 for Potential Members

November 14th

4:00 - 5:00 PM

RSVP to info@swmcchamber.com

MEMBER NEWS
Keep Mobile Beautiful (KMB) has been
awarded 2 grants totaling $6,000 to establish an
urban orchard behind the Strickland Youth Center.
Approximately 100 fruit trees will be planted and
tended by probationary youth and community
volunteers on the Strickland campus adjacent to the
Three Mile Creek Greenway. The project will
beautify the campus and greenway, teach at-risk
youth valuable job skills and provide healthy food
options to the Carver neighborhood that includes
many low income and minority residents. The grants
were provided by Keep America Beautiful, UPS and
Alabama Power Foundation.

BUSINESS INSIGHT
It always surprises me when I meet
someone, ask about their job, and
immediately their brain kind of seizes up. If
this is you, we are here to help. This
month's article will give you some of the
things we take into consideration when
putting together an elevator pitch for
clients.
An elevator pitch is meant to be 20-30
seconds and should highlight what your
organization does in such a persuasive way that it creates
interest in the person you are talking to. As an example, I
typically say something along the lines of:
Blue Fish is an Advertising Agency based out of Mobile
Alabama that helps small and medium-sized organizations
overcome obscurity and connect with their audience. We
know that clients cannot purchase from you if they do not
know you exist. Blue Fish is a data-driven agency that uses
social media management, social media ads, websites,
videography, photography, branding, and graphic design to
get results for our clients.
We are going to assume you’ve already created user personas
after we talked about them in Article #1. If not, you’ll want to
picture your ideal customer, give them a name, give them a
face, write down anything that helps you define and imagine
this individual. This is all going to help you in creating an
elevator pitch. You’ll be able to better define what they like or
dislike and what they might respond to.
You’ll also want to make a list of the top 4-5 things you do for
people. Use language that they understand. Do NOT use
technical or industry jargon. You want to be able to break
down what you do in such a way that even your parents can
understand it.

Nov. 1st, 2nd & 3rd

Probably the most important aspect of an elevator pitch is the
Unique Selling Proposition (USP). A USP is something that
sets you apart from your competitors and makes the person
remember you. It might be a focus that you have, or a specific
technology, or the speed with which you operate. Anything
that you can say that makes them remember you is great, and
bonus points if it is something that they can immediately
think “I need that”.
Make sure to time yourself stating the pitch. You don’t want
to assume you are under 30 seconds only to drone on for 60.
Play around with it a little bit as well. Play with words. Play
with the order of services. Figure out what feels right.
I’d love to hear what you have when it comes to your elevator
pitch. Send them to me at marcus@bluefishds.com.

5055 Carol Plantation Road | Mobile, AL 36619
FREE Parking & Admission
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SWMC Chamber Christmas Parade
Saturday, December 7th
Parade Applications are available at the
Chamber Office and our website:
www.SWMCChamber.com.
For more information contact the
Chamber Office
251-666-2488 or info@swmcchamber.com

Over 40 years the Chamber has sponsored a
family friendly community parade with local
businesses, churches, schools, organizations and
individuals that participate. The parade is held
each year the first Saturday in December.
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WREATHS FOR CHARITY
This is the 6th annual Wreaths for Charity event sponsored
by the SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce
along with local businesses. The wreaths will be made by
area schools, churches, civic organizations, businesses and
individuals. They are sold to raise money for families in
need.
We want to invite you to participate in this event. It is your
participation that enables us to raise the funds necessary
for our community programs.
Each wreath will be showcased at our December business
luncheon and the breakfast with Santa, during which they
will be offered for sale. There are no established size
guidelines for the wreaths. All wreaths and door hangers
must be artificial and suitable for hanging on a front door
or inside a home or business. There will be a committee
judging each wreath and the winner will be awarded a
prize . The winner is chosen by creativity and keeping with
the Christmas Theme.
Thank you for your friendship and support to the
SouthWest Mobile County Chamber of Commerce.
Together we can make our community a better place. If
you are interested in making a wreath to donate to our
Wreaths for Charity contact the Chamber Officer at 251666-2488 or info@swmcchamber.com. The forms can also
be found on our website www.SWMCChamber.com.

WREATHS
for

CHARITY
OUTSTANDING OFFICER OF THE MONTH

REAL ESTATE CORNER BY RON SIVAK
General management and promotion for the Mobile
International Speedway, located at 7800 Park Blvd. in
Irvington, was recently handed off to Jason Smith. He is a
former racecar driver, racing promoter and current 21-year
Firefighter EMT veteran based out of Gulfport, Mississippi.
Originally built in 1965 by local investor Walter "Skip"
Wetjen, the raceway blossomed when acquired in 1970 by
former wrestling champion and 20-year owner of Gulf Coast
Wrestling Association, Lee Fields. His stewardship of the
Mobile International Speedway for 28 years, before his death
in 2000, saw its rise to national prominence.
After Field’s passing his widow, Ida Fields, hired a succession
of race management service groups to promote the raceway,
the most recent being Rossville, Georgia-based Lyons
Motorsports.
Smith took over a raceway seeing shrinking attendance
evaporating revenues. To date, he has invested upwards of
$75,000 in upgrades. One competitive event coming back is the
“Lee Fields Classic” race being held November 1st and 2nd of
this year.
“My dad raced at the track in the 1980’s and I grew up
watching him. I raced there competitively in the 1990’s,” Smith
said. “The Lee Field’s race is the only annual event in the
county that awards prize money and a wrestling belt. Mr.
Fields did a fantastic job putting Irvington on the map for
NASCAR and ARCA sponsored events.”
Marcus & Millichap recently announced the sale of a Take 5
Oil Change franchise, located at 3949 Airport Blvd. in Mobile,
for $1.292 million. The property includes a 1,980 square
foot service building that sits on .65 acres of land, according
to Joseph W. McKibben, regional manager of the Mobile
office.
Andrew Chason and Preston Cooper listed the space for the
seller (a private investor) and located the buyer. Operations at
the quick lube space will continue uninterrupted.
Marietta Urquhart with White-Spunner Realty recently
reported the sale of a former sign shop, located at 4314 Halls
Mill Road, to Mobile Fence Company Inc. David Cooper
with Berkshire Hathaway worked for the buyer in the
transaction.
The site sits on about an acre of property and is located near
Crown Auto Body. Parts of the building have been leased out
before and could be open for lease again, per Urquhart, who
represented the seller in the transaction.

Congratulations, Cpl. David Goodman on receiving the
September award for outstanding officer of the month
with Mobile Police Department Precinct 2. He was
presented with the award at the SouthWest Mobile
County Chamber’s monthly business luncheon on
October 2, 2019. Cpl. Goodman’s hard work is greatly
appreciated. His dedication and exemplary contribution
is gratefully acknowledged.

Brick & Spoon will be opening its second Mobile location,
having leased 3,200 square feet of space in Westwood Plaza
at Airport Boulevard and Schillinger Road. Currently under
renovation, expectations are for the new eatery to open
sometime by the end of this year.
Kenny Nichols with Vallas Realty represented the landlord.
Chris Harle of White-Spunner Realty worked for the tenant.

COASTAL 150 UPDATE
In March, the Trump Administration unveiled dramatic changes
to the way the National Flood Insurance Program charges
homeowners for flood risks, a move that will affect insurance
bills for millions of Americans across the country.
The initiative, which FEMA calls Risk Rating 2.0, comes as
climate change places growing pressure on the publicly
subsidized flood insurance program. Claims often outpace
premiums, saddling the program with a debt that topped $30
billion in 2017. The models that determine those rates ignore
certain kinds of flooding, such as intense rainfall. And many
Americans at risk of flooding nonetheless don’t buy insurance.
Risk Rating 2.0," is intended to modernize a system that has
gone largely unchanged since the 1970s.

evaluating ways to minimize financial burden and
unintended harm, such as through a phased-in approach
to transition policyholders to the new system. Congress
has already set limits on how much FEMA can increase
premiums.
The politics of the flood insurance program are regional
rather than partisan, and affordability concerns can
quickly unite lawmakers -- a dynamic that will be front
and center as Congress scrutinizes FEMA's new risk
rating program.

The revamp, which will begin to go into effect October 2020 for
single family homes, could lead to higher flood insurance rates
for some homeowners and lower costs for others, depending on
a range of new data points that officials say will provide a more
accurate picture of potential perils facing individual properties.
For the first time, FEMA will incorporate into its flood insurance
rates the cost of rebuilding a structure, which officials said
would address an inequity where lower-value homes have paid
the same rates as higher-priced homes.
All 5 million of the program's policyholders will see different
rates under the new system, FEMA has said and the updated
methodology "will affect all of them differently."
Information used to determine the new rates will include
property-specific information, such as distance to the coast or
other water source, exposure to different types of flood risk, and
cost to rebuild the home, among others. All existing statutory
and regulatory requirements, including rate caps on premium
increases, will remain in effect; but in the end, some rates will go
up, and some will go down.

STAR STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

A likely scenario could be as follows: Two homes are located in a
100-year flood plain. The first home sits at the landward edge of
the zone and faces a low risk from inland flooding and/or storm
surge. The second home, located closer to the flooding source,
faces a higher risk from both outcomes.
Under the current system, each home owner would pay the
same premium regardless of relative flood risks. Under Risk
Rating 2.0, the first home owner will likely see their premium
fall and the second home owner will face a premium
hike. Because the program is still under development, however,
it is uncertain how any given property might be affected.
The initiative poses political risks for the Trump administration,
which is overhauling the dominant source of financial protection
against flooding for millions of Americans.
Lawmakers from both parties have intervened in recent years to
stop flood insurance rate hikes that threatened to rattle local
real estate markets. Members of the House and Senate are
already pledging close scrutiny of the plans being rolled out by
FEMA.
With some homeowners set to see higher rates, FEMA said it is

William Morren from W. C. Griggs Elementary
Sponsored by: Mobile Memorial Gardens Cemetery
Ahnalia Rodriguez from Meadowlake Elementary
Sponsored by: Elaine Sessions
Justin Mahoney from Pearl Haskew Elementary
Sponsored by: Payroll Vault
Khole Berry from Lighthouse Baptist Academy
Sponsored by: AIM Mail Center #153
Malcolm Howard from St. Vincent De Paul Catholic School
Sponsored by: PolySurveying of Mobile
Bryce Davidson from Cottage Hill Christian Academy
Sponsored by: Dick Russell's Inc.
Joshua Hatfield from Nan Gray Davis Elementary
Sponsored by: BLP Mobile Paint

New Members:
Community Bank
6587 Airport Blvd
Mobile, AL 36608

JW Enterprises HR
4163 Argonne Street
Mobile, AL 36693

CORPORATE SPONSORS
Loper Law, LLC
452 Government Street, STE E
Mobile, AL 36602

Gulf Coast Graphix
5647 HWY 90 STE 1
Theodore, AL 36582

Business of the Month:
Spire Energy

Platinum
PAYROLL VAULT
INTEGRITY IT SERVICES

Gold
EVONIK
THE GROUNDS

Silver
ALABAMA POWER COMPANY

Bronze
OLIVE GARDEN
HUNTINGTON LEARNING
CENTER
MOBILE MEMORIAL GARDENS
FUNERAL HOME
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF SO.ALA
TOUCHING HEART SENIOR CARE
MOBILE MEMORIAL GARDENS
CEMETERY
POLYSURVEYING OF MOBILE
BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY
FAMILY SECURITY CREDIT UNION
NAI MOBILE

Friends of the Chamber
THE HOWARD FAMILY
DICK RUSSELL’S BBQ
ZIPPY MART
PROSHIELD PEST CONTROL

